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SBC EC waives attorney-client privilege as Louisiana members split votes

By Will Hall
Message Executive Editor

NASHVILLE, Tenn.
(LBM)—The Executive Com-
mittee of the Southern Baptist
Convention, which is charged
by SBC Bylaws to serve as
the fiduciary, the fiscal, and
the executive entity of the

Convention (in all matters not
assigned to other SBC enti-
ties), voted 44-31, Oct. 5, to
waive attorney-client privi-
lege in an investigation of the
Executive Committee about
mishandling sexual abuse al-
legations in the SBC and the
mistreatment of sexual abuse
survivors.

Executive Board meeting
highlights personal
revival, disaster relief

By Brian Blackwell
Message Staff Writer

WOODWORTH, La.
(LBM) — Loui-
siana Baptist
Executive Direc-
tor Steve Horn
encouraged
Louisiana Bap-
tist Convention
Executive Board
members to
seek revival, and
others shared
an encouraging
update on the
massive disaster
relief response
to Hurricane Ida
during the Sept.
28 meeting.

LBC Executive Director
Steve Horn

DISASTER RELIEF
UPDATE

Horn distrib-
uted copies of
his newly pub-
lished devotional,
Change Me, and invited
the Executive Board to be
part of the 28-day expe-

LBC Disaster Relief
strategist Stan Statham

rience that is shaped to
spur personal revival.

He also thanked those
who have led and re-
sponded in the
wake of Hur-
ricane Ida, and
shared a large
portion of the
time allotted for
his report to al-
low disaster relief
officials to pres-
ent an update on
recovery efforts.

“It’s one thing
to just hear a

report but it’s an-
other thing to be
encouraged that
mission dollars
that have been
given through
churches, indi-
viduals, other
state conven-
* tions,” Horn
said in a prayer
he led at Tall
Timbers Baptist
Conference Center in

See MEETING, page 8

There are no accusa-
tions of sexual abuse against
Executive Committee staff or
trustees.

The action is a result of a
motion adopted by messen-
gers to the 2021 SBC Annual
Meeting, presented by Grant
Gaines, pastor of Belle Aire
Baptist Church in Murfrees-

boro, Tennessee, and son of

Steve Gaines, pastor of Bel-
levue Baptist Church in the
Memphis, Tennessee-area,
and former SBC president.
The elder Gaines was accused
of a sexual abuse coverup in
2006, according to Baptist
Press, and the Religion News
Service reported that his

church was sued in 2020 for
allegedly ignoring warnings
about a part-time employee
now charged with the sexual
abuse of a teen. Both inci-
dents fall within the time-
frame, 2000-2021, set by the
younger Gaines’s motion for

See WAIVES, page 3
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Pastor Philip Robertson baptizes Brendan Wiley, an offensive lineman on the Louisiana College football team.
He was among six players baptized during a special service Oct. 3 at Philadelphia Baptist Church in Deville.

LC foothall players experience victory in Christ

By Brian Blackwell
Message Staff Writer

DEVILLE, La. (LBM) —
On Oct. 2, the Louisiana
College football team post-
ed their first victory as a
member of the National As-
sociation of Intercollegiate
Athletics, but the following
day scored an even bigger

win as six players shared
their newfound faith before
classmates and friends dur-
ing a special baptism ser-
vice at Philadelphia Baptist
Church, Deville, which also
has a campus on Horseshoe
Drive in Alexandria.

Coach Drew Maddox
said he was overcome with
emotion as he watched so

many of his players, one-
by-one, stir the baptistery
waters. Fifteen other new
believing wildcats were
unable to attend the special
service but have since been
baptized at other churches
or they plan to take part in
baptism soon.

See VICTORY, page 4
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Georgia Barnette Offering assists Angola
graduate to pursue his ministry dream

By Brian Blackwell
Message staff writer

life was forever changed
when he found restoration
through Christ inside the

NEW OR- walls of the Louisi-
LEANS, La. (LBM) ana State Peniten-
— Bobbie Wallace tiary at Angola.
was headed on a Through the
path of hopeless- encouragement of
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elor’s degree through the
seminary classes taught in
the prison and became a
sold-out follower of Christ.
Wallace, who miracu-
lously was released in 2014
after only 20 years at
Angola, used the years of
biblical knowledge gained
inside the prison to be-
come a missionary outside
the walls and eventually
met Jacob Crawford, direc-
tor of City Life NOLA.
Crawford presented
Wallace with the oppor-
tunity to offer the hope
of Christ to others in the
city who were struggling
and overlooked. Since
2020, Crawford has helped
former Angola inmates like
Wallace grow deeper in
their faith and participate
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Jacob Crawford, director of City Life NOLA, joined others in prayer for the
lost to discover the hope found in Christ.

in missions opportunities
in New Orleans.

“I believe that the Lord
has a special calling on
these men’s lives,” Craw-
ford said. “God has put
them in positions of influ-
ence, and they have a heart
for Jesus and His church.”

Crawford’s three-fold
vision is to equip formerly
incarcerated individuals
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of an evangelist and the heart of a pastor. He is available
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and others in the city with
the tools to make more
disciples of Christ, to es-
tablish a network of Bible
studies, and, to help form
small, simple churches.

Crawford expressed his
appreciation to Louisiana
Baptists for their contin-
ued commitment to the
Georgia Barnette State
Missions Offering.

Crawford said, “There
would be no way for City
Life NOLA to do what we
do without the Georgia
Barnette State Missions
Offering. Communities are
being transformed by the
Gospel of Jesus, because of
your faith-fulness in giv-
ing.”

For more information
on mission opportuni-
ties or how to support
City Life NOLA, visit
citylifenola.com. Sept.
12-19 has been set aside

See GBO, page 6
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WaiVES from page one

investigating whether the
Executive Committee prop-
erly addressed such matters.

The charges against the
Executive Committee fol-
lowed the report of the third
task force of the Executive
Committee that had investi-
gated the Ethics & Religious
Liberty Commission and its
now former president, Rus-
sell Moore (regarding harm
to cooperation among SBC
churches that was caused
by Moore and the ERLC),
baptistnews.com reported.
The task force, led by Mike
Stone, pastor of Emmanuel
Baptist Church, Blackshear,
Georgia, immediate past
Executive Committee chair-
man and an SBC presidential
candidate in 2021, found
that Moore had caused
some churches to depart the
Convention and other con-
gregations to withhold gifts
through the Cooperative
Program, the main channel
for funding cooperative mis-
sions and ministries among
Southern Baptists, according
to the released report.

So far, eight persons of
the 86-member Executive
Committee have resigned,
according to The Alabama
Baptist, the news service of
the Alabama Baptist Conven-
tion, and there are reports
that more are considering
resigning.

Several members who
opposed waiving attorney-
client privilege argued that a
thorough investigation was
possible without endanger-
ing innocent individuals
with liability or putting the
entire Cooperative Program
at risk (by losing liability
insurance because of such a
waiver).

Some critics accused
opponents of the waiver of
attempting to protect guilty
parties using attorney-client
privilege to the point that
extreme rhetoric was posted
via Twitter, with some
calling to “burn the house
down” (referring to the Ex-
ecutive Committee and the
SBC) in response to state-
ments that waiving attorney-
client privilege would endan-
ger the Cooperative Program
and endanger the viability of
SBC entities.

There are three Louisiana
Baptist members of the SBC
Executive Committee. One
voted to waive attorney-cli-
ent privilege and two voted
to oppose such action.

The Baptist Message
invited all three to provide
written statements or to be
interviewed by phone or
Zoom -- basically asking each
to share how they voted and
why.
Philip Robertson, pas-
tor of Philadelphia Baptist
Church, Deville, with a
Horseshoe Drive campus in
Alexandria, and Mike Hol-
loway, pastor of Ouachita
Baptist Church, West Mon-
roe, spoke with the Baptist
Message via Zoom.

Carolyn Fountain, a
member of Franklin Avenue
Baptist Church, New Or-
leans, who recently moved
to Monroe, was the third Ex-
ecutive Committee member
from Louisiana. She provided
a written statement sharing
her thoughts.

NOTE: Robertson is the
senior pastor of the Baptist
Message executive editor.

IN THEIR OWN WORDS

Fountain offered that she
is a 40-year Southern Baptist
who believes in the Coopera-
tive Program and noted that
she and her husband served
as church planter mission-
aries for the SBC’s North
American Mission Board
for 30 years, thus benefiting
from CP gifts.

Both are active in leader-
ship with their local asso-
ciation as well as the state
convention and are known
for their hearts for evange-
lism and discipleship.

“I value every penny of
SBC Cooperative Program
dollars, but my conviction
is to always do what is right
toward those He has called
and entrusted us to serve,”
she said.

Fountain elaborated on
this point, noting that she
was burdened for the victims
of sex abuse.

“As I meditated on how
I would vote, I just could
not get Micah 6:8 out of my
heart,” she wrote. “He has
shown you, O man, what
is good; and what does the
Lord require of you but to
do justly, to love mercy, and
to walk humbly with your
God.”

Apparently referencing
the argument that the act
of waiving attorney-client
privilege endangered the
Cooperative Program and
the missions and ministries
it supports, she said that

“no amount of Cooperative
Program dollars or any other
offerings could be sacrificed
to Him until we, Southern
Baptists, are ready and will-
ing to do what He requires
of us.”

“I believe that every word
of Scripture is inspired by
God and is true,” she con-
tinued. “My heart is deter-
mined to do what is right for
all people.

“With that said, I voted,
‘yes, to the Wellman motion
[the Executive Committee
motion to waive attorney-
client privilege],” she said.

Robertson and Holloway
shared they both opposed
the motion to waive attor-
ney-client privilege and both
men said the decision was
weighty and the circum-
stances were strained.

“We were put in a very
difficult situation,” Robert-
son said. “We were in this
tension between abiding by
the will of the messengers
while also protecting, po-
tentially, the viability of not
only the Executive Commit-
tee but the entire Southern
Baptist Convention.

“In the end I voted ‘no’
on the Wellman motion.
Jared Wellman [a Texas pas-

tor and Executive Commit-
tee member] presented the
motion that did pass, and his
motion was to waive privi-
lege in accordance with the
motion in June,” Robertson
explained.

Holloway offered ad-
ditional comments into the
possible ramifications of the
vote.

“It can turn our whole
structure upside down. And
that’s what they really are af-
ter,” he said. “They are after
a way to say the Executive
Committee governs these
organizations.”

According to SBC polity,
each national entity is auton-
mous and cannot interfere
in governance of any other
entity.

“These sexual abuse
allegations have not been
brought up against the EC,

davidhannaministries.com

Call NOW to book your 2022 revival meetings
with Southern Baptist Evangelist

David Hanna
318.932.3433 / 318.286.7520

s “David preaches as if today is the last day for every
person to be alive. Your church just can’t go wrong by
using David Hanna Ministries. I highly recommond him
Jor your next revival.”

but against SBC entities,”
[such as Southern Seminary,
Southeastern Seminary,
Midwestern Seminary and
Southwestern Seminary]
Holloway clarified. “The EC
has consistently told survi-
vors, ‘This is not our jurisdic-
tion. You need to go to the
seminary or church where
you were hurt. They have
their own insurance policy.
They have their own board of
trustees.’

“The EC has not been
able to do anything about it
because that is not how we
are structured. I believe that
getting into the deep pockets
of the Cooperative Program
is where a lot of this is com-
ing from,” Holloway said.

“The five attorneys who
serve on the EC as trustees

See WAIVES, page 12

~~ The late Dr. Roy Fish, Former Director of Evangelism
at Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary

LOUISIANA COLLEGE

PREPARING GRADUATES ¢ TRANSFORMING LIVES

More than 115 years of traditions,
reunions, and games call alumni,
students, faculty and staff home to
Louisiana College each year. We invite
you to catch the Wildcat spirit and
join us October 28-30 for our biggest
Homecoming celebration yet!

For more information and

a detailed calendar of events,
visit lacollege.edu/homecoming

SATURDAY, OCTORER 30

THURSDAY, OCTORER 29
8:00pm Homecoming Hoedown 7:30am  Fun “Color” Run 5K*
8:00am  Alumni Breakfast*
9:30am  Coffee Social and Reunion of
FrIDAY, OCTORER 29 Fo
. 11:00am  Homecoming Parade
11:45am  Board of Visitors Lunch* 11:30am  Wildcat Family Carnival & Tailgate
5:00pm Reception for Distinguished Alumni 2:00 pm Homecoming Game: Wildcats vs.
and Hall of Fame Inductees Langston University
5:30pm  Homecoming Celebration Banquet
for Distinguished Alumni and Hall of *Space is limited, registration is required. Register online
Fame* at lacollege.edu/homecoming
8:00pm  Homecoming Choral Experience
9:30pm  Wildcat Pep Rally & Bonfire

October 14,2021 ® www.baptistmessage.com @ Louisiana Baptist Message

-



1 LOUISIANANEWS

Vi(tory from page one

“It’s such a great feel-
ing seeing these guys take
such a bold step in their
faith,” Maddox told the
Baptist Message. “From
the first day we meet as a
team, I share with them my
testimony and use others
to also plant those seeds
that hopefully will result
in some of them accepting
Christ. Anytime you meet
the Lord it’s bigger than
football.”

Jaden Conley, a fresh-
man from Springfield,
said he was convicted to
give his life to Christ after
hearing Maddox share his
testimony during a team
devotional.

“It’s like a thrill, a happy
thrill,” Conley said mo-
ments after his baptism.
“Coach Maddox told us
we need to live out Christ
every play and every day.
I have since started read-
ing the Bible and that has
helped me to grow in my
faith.”

La'Corey Buckley, a

freshman from Center, Tex-
as, turned to Christ during
a worship service the team
attended at Heart of Wor-
ship Church, Pineville. Dur-
ing his childhood, Buckley’s
grandmother, Lodi, poured
spiritual truth into him
that finally bore fruit as a
college student.

“I heard my Granny talk
about Jesus all the time and
it kind of hit home when I
heard the Gospel presented
at the worship service we
attended,” he said. “My
baptism was a way to set an
example to other guys and
I'm praying those who don't
know Jesus will accept
Him. That’s my prayer.”

The players are among
40 students who have
professed faith in Jesus
during the fall semester
through the “Awakening”
worship services featuring
evangelist Curtis Zackery
of Franklin, Tenn. (Aug.
14-16); a campus fall revival
featuring Don Wilton, pas-

tor of First Baptist Church
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Six of the 21 Louisiana College football players who have accepted Christ since the start of the fall semester
were baptized Oct. 3. The school reported more than 40 students have made decisions for Jesus since August.

for the continuation of
His Holy spirit working
through intentional min-
istry encounters since the
beginning of this academic

Kingdom advancement

as we faithfully prepare
graduates and transform
lives in and out of the
classroom. May a new Jesus

in Spartanburg, S.C., (Sept.
28-30) and the “Arrival”
Baptist Collegiate Minis-
try weekly gathering led
by Dave Edwards, founder

of Dave Edward Speaks in ~ year at Louisiana College,”  generation rise up among
Oklahoma City, Okla. LC President Rick Brewer = our s.tuden.ts at Louisianas
“We give God the glory  said. “Indeed, we pray for =~ Baptist university.

| was eating with a friend and the subject of
Here for You came up. We talked about the
creativity and quality of the commercials and
the way we were using the campaign to reach
people who have never set foot in a Louisiana
Baptist Church. My friend said, “I hope it goes
well because | know how important Here for You
is to you.” Their sentiments and wishes were
greatly appreciated — but as | pondered that
comment over the next several days | thought,
“Here for You is not about me. It's not for me. |
know where I'm going. | have a relationship
with Jesus. Here for You is about them.”

Them. Let that sink in for a few seconds ... Here
for You is about them...

In his book, The Purpose Driven Life, Rick
Warren begins with this statement, "It's not
about you.”

In our self-focused, narcissistic culture this
truth often gets lost. It's not about us, it's about
them.

On one occasion when the Pharisees were
trying to trap Jesus, they asked him “What

is the greatest commandment?” Without
hesitation Jesus responded “to love the Lord
your God with all of your heart, soul, mind and

strength” and before the Pharisee could insert
his cleverly-devised follow up question, Jesus

continued “and the second one is like it — love
your neighbors (them) as you love yourself.”

Jesus always kept the focus on THEM!

« He came to seek and to save that which was
lost—i.e. them

» When He saw them (the crowds) He had
compassion on them.

* Gointo all of the world and make disciples
of all nations — them.

Even as He was dying on a cruel Roman cross,
He thought about them— "Father forgive them
for they do not realize what they are doing."

Over the course of time, have we subtly, but
consistently, transitioned our focus from them
to us?

Don't misunderstand, we know about them.
Them is a topic of frequent dialogue within the
walls of the church.

« We talk about them

« We'll occasionally pray for them

« We'll even give money every now and then
to help reach them

But we rarely go get them —even though Jesus
said the fields are full of them.

Them is so important that in one of his
parables Jesus instructed us three different
times to go into the highways and hedges and
compel them to come in (Luke 14).

Understand this, them is one the reasons
why we’re still here. As long as Jesus delays
His return, we have the opportunity, the
responsibility and the assignment to reach
them.

You can begin reaching them by regularly
praying for those you pass every day, going
to HereforYou.org and sharing your favorite
Here for You commercial via social media, or
by identifying your “one.”

Paul asked the believers in Rome this question
and | believe it's still applicable today, "How
can they hear unless someone tells them?"
Romans 10:14.

No matter your age, health, experience,
vocation or location, there is something you
can do to reach them —and them is counting
on us!

October 14,2021 ® www.baptistmessage.com @ Louisiana Baptist Message

l




LOUISIANACHURCHES

The ends of the earth come to Rayville to hear the Gospel

By Brian Blackwell
Message Staff Writer

RAYVILLE, La. (LBM)

— First Baptist Church in
Rayville, located in an area
filled with acres upon acres
of farmland, recently opened
their doors for a special out-
reach to South Africans with
the hopes of one day reaping
a spiritual harvest.

Members, on June 20,
hosted a catfish and shrimp
meal, distributed 60 Bibles
provided by the Gideons, and
gave away gift cards. They
also invited a Christian South
African farmer to present an
encouraging devotional for
the sake of the congregation
and the visiting South Afri-
can farm laborers

While none of the South
Africans made professions of
faith, Pastor Eddie Wren said
the love shown through this
event has opened doors for
future outreach opportuni-
ties.

“Who would have ever
thought Rayville, Louisiana,

Submitted photo

Members of First Baptist Church in Rayville hosted a special supper, June 20, for South African farm workers.
The evening also included distribution of Bibles, a testimony by a Christian South African farmer and a gift card

giveaway.

would be a hotspot for South
Africans to visit,” Wren told
the Baptist Message. “And
imagine we were given this
opportunity to minister to
this group of people.”

The idea was born after
the congregation was study-
ing “The Church in Baby-
lon,” a book that included a
chapter on how the church

can respond to immigration.
While Wren admits the issue
is a hot topic, the dialogue
was civil and led to the
members exploring ways to
reach foreign farm workers
in Richard Parish and other
areas of northeast Louisiana.
Wren estimates between
125-150 south Africans work
at area farms and his mem-
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bers developed a plan to host
a dinner with the intent of
planting Gospel seeds.

“They are far, far from
home,” Wren said. “We
thought having a dinner in
their honor and then doing
some unique things for them
would give us an opportunity
to share the Gospel and see
some of them changed by the

Gospel and sent home as mis-
sionaries when they go back
to Africa.”

Long-time member Ed-
ward Greer, who distributed
the Bibles on behalf of the
Gideons, said that after the
meal he felt led to continue
building relationships with
the South African workers
on his farm. He frequently
will take time to share more
about how Jesus has changed
his life with them, he said.

“There’s such a great op-
portunity in our community
because we don't have to go
to them but, rather, they
are coming to us,” Greer
said. “Whenever I have the
chance, I will share how
Jesus has impacted my life
and ask more about their re-
lationships with Him. These
guys who work for us say,
‘We do believe in Jesus, and I
pray they will be missionaries
when they return home.”

Hugo Benade, who shared
his testimony as part of the

See RAYVILLE, page 7
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Baptism services in Honduras are highlights for teams from Louisiana
and other states who take annual mission trips to the country.

Local congregation makes global
impact with Honduras ministry

By Brian Blackwell
Message Staff Writer

LA ESPERANZA,
Honduras (LBM) —Verona
Langford felt humbled and
privileged to witness new
converts step into the local
river for baptism as part
of a multi-church worship
service in Honduras.

One by one, eight
individuals came in and
out of the water and were
greeted with applause and

LOUISIANA
BAPTIST
FOUNDATION

Increase your ministry influence with a be

»

-

Learn more: 877-523-4636 - cont
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hugs from the 60 Hondu-
rans in attendance for the
occasion. Langford, who
has taken multiple trips
to the country with her
husband, Marlyn, said the
service that took place in
2017 signifies the fruits of
the labor reaped from a
multi-church, multi-state
partnership that frequently
sends teams to share
Christ in La Esperanza.
“The people were so
excited to gather for what
was, at the time, a rare
thing,” Langford, a mem-
ber of Woodridge Baptist
Church in Shreveport, told
the Baptist Message. “You
could just see the excite-
ment on the faces of those
baptized and the gathered
crowd. Another team
witnessed 27 new believ-
ers baptized this spring.
We return year after
year there, and this was
a blessing to see a visual
picture of the harvest from

See HONDURAS, page 7

G BO from page 2

as the “Week of Prayer”
for state missions and
ministries. Resources,
including videos dem-
onstrating the scope and
impact of the Georgia
Barnette Offering have
been mailed to churches
across the state. Ad-
ditional resources are
available online at www.
GeorgiaBarnette.org.
This year’s offering goal
is $1.7 million.
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Honduras from page6

the seeds that have been
sown.”

Woodridge Baptist,
joined by First Baptist
Church, Dry Prong, For-
est Hill Baptist Church and
Sweetwater Baptist Church,
Quitman, are among 12
churches in six states who,
since 1999, have taken mis-
sion teams to La Esperanza,
a city of more than 30,000
Hondurans. The teams,
through the organization
Honduras Ministries Incor-
porated, assist four full-

RaYVi I Ie from page 5

event, was appreciative of the
love shown by the First Bap-
tist Rayville congregation.
He prays the Gospel seeds
planted will one day result
in a harvest among those
from his country who do not
know Christ.

“Most of the South Afri-
cans working at the farms in

this area grew up in Christian

homes and are familiar with
God,” Benade said. “T ask
that you join me in praying
for every South African who
needs to go deeper and have
a relationship with His Son.
The church was able to show
the South Africans a picture
of the servant Jesus was and
I'm hoping that those from

time missionaries that the
churches support through
funding annual salaries and
other living expenses.

Since they began taking
mission trips to the area, the
teams have constructed five
church buildings, operated
dental, medical and sports
clinics, held Vacation Bible
Schools, conducted street
evangelism, distributed food
to households, installed a
water purification system
and rebuilt a bridge. The
teams also have constructed

my country will understand
they too can be His servant
and follow Him.”

LOUISIANA CHURCH INSURANCE

“Three generations
of Galloway’s serving
Louisiana Churches.”

www.louisianachurchinsurance.com ® 800.256.0700

inquiring about the team’s
motivation for building a
church.

“As the interpreter shared
Jesus with these men, one
could sense the presence of
the Holy Spirit,” Huckaby
said. “We quit our work and
allowed Dario Delarca, our

a lodge where teams reside
when they take mission
trips to the community.

Ray Ford, worship pastor
at First Baptist Church, Dry
Prong, said the Hondurans
are appreciative of the sup-
port and encouragement by
the teams that return each
year to spread Christ’s love.
He also said he did imagine
that the partnership would
span several decades.

“The ultimate goal is to
see people saved,” To be a
part of that just feels you up
with blessings. It was such a
blessing to be a part of that.”

Monty Huckaby, a mem-
ber of Sweetwater Baptist,
said those Hondurans who
accept Christ inspire him
to return annually to the
country. He referenced an
incident where two Hondu-
rans were led to Christ after
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Honduran minister, to share
the Gospel message. The
two old men accepted Jesus
as their Savior. This event
stirred my heart so much
that I have been returning
year after year. The Hondu-
ran people are so hungry for
the message of Jesus.”
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MEEting from page one

Woodworth. He asked
anyone present who had
been impacted by the hur-
ricane to stand, and for the
remaining Executive Board
members to silently pray for
them.

“We rejoice in the salva-
tions, some 150 that have
been reported, over 500
Gospel presentations, we re-
joice in that,” Horn prayed.
“I know there is a different
feeling for these individuals
standing before us. I pray
for each of these standing
now. God would you en-
courage them. Would you
give them hope for a bright
future. Would you remind
them this day they are
never alone. And would you
send others to help them to
be positioned to be better
than ever before.”

Louisiana Baptist Disas-
ter Relief strategist Stan
Statham shared that 32 state
conventions were deployed
to the state at various times
to minister at 13 sites. He
said that since Aug. 29 there
have been 150 professions of

| |

. NORTH MONROE BAPTIST CHURCH

faith and 935 Bibles distrib-
uted through late Septem-
ber. Moreover, the multiple
feeding units had prepared
704,762 meals, completed
672 chainsaw jobs and in-
stalled 297 tarps on homes,
he added.

Moving forward, Sta-
tham said additional work
will focus on areas hit hard
by the storm further south.

“Pray as we continue in
the work,” Statham said.
“We have a lot to do. Our
system is not perfect. We
learn and grow from these
and we will continue to
make changes. But I'm
grateful for all our volun-
teers. Thank you to our staff
at the Louisiana Baptist
Building. In these things
almost every person is
tasked with something. It’s
all hands on deck.”

Louisiana Baptist State
Missions and Ministry
Team Director John He-
bert added that 83 pastors’
homes and 116 churches
were damage., including 28
congregations which sus-

Brian Blackwell photo

Louisiana Baptist Executive Board members devoted a portion of their
meeting, Sept. 28, to pray for pastors and churches impacted by Hurri-
cane Ida, which made landfall Aug. 29.

tained catastrophic losses.
Hebert said state missions
services staff traveled to
churches and delivered
$500 to each pastor who
had lost homes, cars or be-
longings. In all, $42,000 was
distributed from the pasto-
ral leadership fund.

He expressed appre-
ciation for the Georgia
Barnette State Missions
Offering committee, who
approved distribution of
offering funds to pay an ad-

ditional $100,000 for disas-
ter relief expenses in order
to continue the massive
disaster relief operations.
Hebert added that another
$305,000 was given by other
state conventions, partners
in ministry and individuals,
and he said these funds will
be shared among the 116
damaged churches.

“Please support the state
missions offering,” Hebert
said. “Tt is so important that
we press our position on the

October 14,2021 ® www.baptistmessage.com @ Louisiana Baptist Message

state missions offering. I'm
grateful for the Georgia Bar-
nette State Missions Offer-
ing committee and churches
that furnish this money that
allows us to do this. These
116 churches will be very
grateful for that also.”

BUDGET REPORT

Board members approved
the business and finance
committee’s 2022 financial
plan based on Cooperative
Program contributions of
$17,626,136, a decrease of
$1,027,564, or 5.5 percent.
Cooperative Program pro-
jections are based on actual
receipts from August 2020
through July 2021.

The allocation formula
for distributing Cooperative
Program gifts between the
Southern Baptist Conven-
tion and Louisiana Baptist
causes remains unchanged,
63.26 percent to support
ministries in the state and
36.74 percent forwarded to
fund national entities.

The budget will be pre-
sented to messengers for ap-
proval during the 2021 LBC
Annual Meeting.
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LBC entities share reports with Executive Board

By Brian Blackwell
Message Staff Writer

WOODWORTH, La.
(LBM) — The Louisiana
Baptist Children’s Home
and Family Ministries’
campus is bustling with ac-
tivity lately, President and
CEO Perry Hancock told
Executive Board members,
Sept. 28.

He said that three years
after the project was an-
nounced, a new recreation
and activity center has
opened that replaces the
former gymnasium and
pool, which were more
than 60 and 40 years old,
respectively.

Hancock also said Hope
Cottage has been trans-
formed into a building
that houses the Ministerial
Care Residential Program,
which was restarted after
COVID-19 temporarily
halted it. Louisiana Bap-
tist terminated ministers,
and International Mission

Board missionaries on
stateside assignment, tran-
sitioning to a new minis-
try or recently retired are
eligible to receive a free
apartment on the LBCH-
FM’s campus in Monroe
for up to one year.

“It is very easy to over-
look the needs of pastors
and missionaries in crisis,”
said Dennis Phelps, direc-
tor of the Ministerial Care
Residential Program and
director of church and
alumni relations. “And we
hope that this relaunch of
this ministry will respond
to the desperate need of
our pastors as well as mis-
sionaries.”

Hancock thanked
Louisiana Baptists for their
continued commitment
to those who benefit from
their programs and asked
for their continued sup-
port.

“You're the best friends
our children have,” he said.
“Cooperative Program is

the best friend our chil-
dren have.”

LOUISIANA BAPTIST FOUNDATION

In his report, Louisiana
Baptist Foundation Ex-
ecutive Director Jeff Steed
said the foundation helped
Louisiana Baptists over the
last 12 months establish:
$1.3 million in special gifts
for churches and other
ministries; a short-term
fund that yielded another
$1.3 million in income for
church and other ministry
accounts; and long-term
accounts that provided
returns of $28.9 million.

He noted the founda-
tion can visit churches and
educate Louisiana Baptists
on other services such
as church loans, payroll
services and capital cam-
paigns.

“We are humbled
God would use Louisiana
Baptists and this founda-
tion for the sake of getting

T = -

more money out the door
for the sake of doing His
work,” he said. “How can
we help you? We would be
honored to do that in any
possible way to add value
to you and your church for
the sake of advancing the
Kingdom.”

BAPTIST MESSAGE

Baptist Message Execu-
tive Editor Will Hall said
soon after Hurricane Ida
passed through the state,
the news outlet had its
staff and also a team from
the Association of State
Baptist Papers on the
ground covering the storm
through photos, videos and
stories that were pushed
to other state convention
media outlets.

“Since Hurricane Ida,
the Baptist Message has
been busy reporting about
the catastrophic devasta-
tion but more importantly
about the incredible re-

sponse by Louisiana Bap-
tists, as well as other state
convention disaster relief
teams that have been part-
ners in the Gospel with us
in this massive recovery
operation underway,” he
said.

He added that the Bap-
tist Message has reduced
its print publication sched-
ule from 24 to 14 and is
working on providing a
web-only edition and an
RSS feed that churches can
use to upload frequent up-
dates from the news outlet
to their own website.

Hall, who also serves
as director of the Office of
Public Policy, said his of-
fice testified and provided
key resources to legislators
and committee members
on several key pro-family
bills.

He said Louisiana Bap-
tists were instrumental in
calling a special veto over-

See ENTITIES REPORT, page 11
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RESOLUTION: ON GRATITUDE FOR DISASTER
RELIEF‘PARTNERS IN THE GOSPEL

WHEREAS, The Bible declares the
church as Christ’s instrument to effect His will
on earth (Ephesians 3:10) and that we are cre-
ated for good works (Ephesians 2:10); and

WHEREAS, In the New Testament, one
of the ministries of the Church was to bring
relief to those experiencing calamity (Acts
11:27-30); and

WHEREAS, Disaster Relief is one of the
most established and highly visible coopera-
tive ministries among the state conventions
of Baptists across the nation, providing emer-
gency aid to churches, pastors and communi-
ties without strings attached or government
assistance; and

WHEREAS, Louisiana has experienced
multiple disasters in 2020-2021 (four hurri-
canes, two named storms, and an ice storm),
each with devastating impacts that created
long-term recovery needs; and

WHEREAS, Despite these enormous
natural disasters, each a federally declared
emergency taking place during an extended
and surging coronavirus pandemic, Baptist
state convention partners from around the
nation responded generously with financial
resources and donations of goods as well as
thousands of compassionate volunteers to as-
sist Louisiana Baptist Disaster Relief efforts;
and

WHEREAS, In 2020, this “partnership
in the Gospel” (Philippians 1:5) — for recovery
efforts related to Hurricanes Laura and Delta
alone -- resulted in: Gospel presentations to
1,911 people, with 456 professing Christ; distri-
bution of 2,860 Bibles; preparation of 430,669
meals; provision of 12,073 showers; and com-
pletion of 2,390 chainsaw assignments, 259
temporary roofing projects as well as debris
removal from 202 sites; and

WHEREAS, In 2021, from August 29
through September 20, in response to the
devastation wreaked by Hurricane Ida, 29 state
conventions have deployed Disaster Relief
teams to 25 ministry sites around southeast
Louisiana, and already have: presented the
Gospel to 513 people, with 87 declaring “Je-
sus is Lord”; distributed 715 Bibles; prepared
638,660 meals; assessed 3,163 damaged proper-
ties; completed 494 chainsaw jobs; provided
7,558 showers; and finished 5,243 loads of
laundry; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That the messengers to the
174th session of the Louisiana Baptist Conven-
tion, meeting in Monroe, Louisiana, November
16, 2021, express our heartfelt gratitude to the
thousands of Baptist volunteers in our state
convention and from the state conventions
of our Baptist partners who are helping Loui-
sianans to recover from the havoc wrought
by Hurricane Ida and who aided us after the
devastating natural disasters in 2020; and be if
further

RESOLVED, That we commit ourselves
to pray diligently for the safety and well-being
of our brothers and sisters who are volunteers
in the massive recovery efforts that are under-
way, as well as for the churches, pastors and
other fellow Louisianans who are seeking to
rebuild their lives and livelihoods in the midst
of difficult circumstances; and be it finally

RESOLVED, That we pray for God to
continue to use this vital ministry to bring
physical and emotional comfort to the hurting

during desperate times of need, and, especially,
to use Disaster Relief ministry as a means to
bring the message of “hope in Christ” to those
who are living in spiritual darkness and in
need of salvation.

RESOLUTION: ON EXPRESSION
OF APPRECIATION

WHEREAS, many individuals and
groups have had a part in planning, preparing
and conducting the 174th annual meeting of
our Louisiana Baptist Convention; and

WHEREAS, the messengers of this
convention desire to warmly recognize and
express apprecia-tion to the following:

Dr. Bill Dye, pastor of North Monroe
Baptist Church, Monroe, his staff and the con-
gregation for their assistance with details and
for providing the use of their facilities for this
annual meeting; and

Dr. David Cranford, Convention presi-
dent, and pastor of First Baptist Church,
Ponchatoula, for his warm, gracious spirit in
leading, speaking and listening to Louisiana
Baptists this year, and his gentle firm-ness in
moderating this annual meeting; and

First Baptist Church, Ponchatoula, for
its commitment to sharing the Gospel in our
state by gra-ciously supporting Dr. Cranford’s
leadership of all the churches of the Louisiana
Baptist Convention this past year; and

Blake Davis, music director for this an-
nual meeting, and worship pastor for North
Monroe Baptist Church, for planning and
coordinating the music, and the musicians and
singers for their contribution of instrumental
and vocal talents; and

Stewart Holloway, chairman of the Or-
der of Business Committee, and pastor of First
Baptist Church, Pineville, and the members of
the Order of Business Committee for planning
this informative and inspirational annual meet-
ing; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, that we, the messengers
to the 174th Session of the Louisiana Baptist
Convention, meeting in Monroe, Louisiana,
November 16, 2021, express to each of the
above, and to all who contrib-uted, our deepest
heartfelt gratitude.

RESOLUTION: ON THE SUFFICIENCY OF
SCRIPTURE FOR RACE AND RACIAL
RECONCILIATION

WHEREAS, “All Scripture is inspired by
God and is profitable for teaching, for rebuk-
ing, for correcting, for training in righteous-
ness, so that the man of God may be complete,
equipped for every good work” (2 Timothy
3:16-17); and

WHEREAS, The Baptist Faith and Mes-
sage 2000 states, “all Scripture is totally true
and trustworthy” (Article I); and

WHEREAS, “God created man in his
own image” (Genesis 1:27); and

WHEREAS, “From one man [God] has
made every nationality to live over the whole
earth” (Acts 17:26); and

WHEREAS, In his prophetic vision John
saw “a vast multitude from every nation, tribe,
people, and language, which no one could
number, standing before the throne and before
the Lamb” (Revelation 7:9-10); and

WHEREAS, “Sin entered the world

through one man, and death through sin, in
this way death spread to all people, because all
sinned” (Romans 5:12); and

WHEREAS, “Through faith [we] are all
sons of God in Christ Jesus ... There is no Jew
or Greek, slave or free, male and female; since
you are all one in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3:26-
28); and

WHEREAS, “God ... has reconciled us
to himself through Christ and has given us the
ministry of reconciliation” (2 Corinthians 5:18);
and WHEREAS, The Baptist Faith and Mes-
sage 2000 states, “Christians should oppose
racism” (Article XV); now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That the messengers to the
174th session of the Louisiana Baptist Con-ven-
tion, meeting in Monroe, Louisiana, November
16, 2021, affirm the sufficiency of Scrip-ture on
race and racial reconciliation; and be it further

RESOLVED, That we reaffirm our agree-
ment with historic, biblically-faithful Southern
Baptist and Louisiana Baptist condemnations
of racism in all forms; and be it further

RESOLVED, That we reject any theory
or worldview, specifically Critical Race Theory
and Intersectionality, that finds the ultimate
identity of human beings in ethnicity or in any
other group dynamic; and be it further

RESOLVED, That we reject any theory
or worldview, specifically Critical Race Theory
and Intersectionality, that sees the primary
problem of humanity as anything other than
sin against God and the ultimate solution as
anything other than redemption found only in
Christ; and be it further

RESOLVED, We, therefore, reject any
theory or worldview, specifically Critical Race
Theory and Intersectionality, that denies that
racism, oppression, or discrimination is root-
ed, ultimately, in anything other than sin; and
be it further

RESOLVED, That, understanding we
live in a fallen world, we reaffirm the 1995
Reso-lution On Racial Reconciliation On The
150th Anniversary Of The Southern Baptist
Conven-tion, which includes, “That we apolo-
gize to all African-Americans for condoning
and/or per-petuating individual and systemic
racism in our lifetime; and we genuinely repent
of racism of which we have been guilty, wheth-
er consciously (Psalm 19:13) or unconsciously
(Leviticus 4:27),” applying this disposition to
every instance of racism; and be it finally

RESOLVED, We affirm that our recon-
ciliation in Christ gives us the opportunity and
responsibility to pursue reconciliation with
others so that we can display and share the
hope of the Gospel with the world.

RESOLUTION: ON THE IMPORTANCE
OF THE ANNUAL CHURCH PROFILE

WHEREAS, The example of Paul and
Barnabas in bringing a report to the church in
Antioch (Acts14:26-27) established a precedent
for the value of giving testimony to the work
of God through our efforts; and

WHEREAS, Our present work of teach-
ing the Gospel and creating disciples through
the church is equally important to the health
and growth of the Kingdom and should be
evaluated regularly by the local church and
pastor, as well as by leaders in the local asso-
cia-tion, state convention and the Southern
Baptist Convention; and

See RESOLUTIONS, page 11
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RESOLUTIONS from page 10.

WHEREAS, The Annual Church Pro-
file system is an essential tool for gathering
infor-mation to identify some of the visible
results of the work of our churches, thereby
helping us see trends and better understand
the effectiveness of our methods and strate-
gies; and

WHEREAS, Completing and submit-
ting the ACP annual survey reflects support
of the cooperative effort and contributes to
the cooperative spirit that characterize our
Great Commission fellowship; and

WHEREAS, This yearly administrative
exercise offers a beneficial opportunity for
self-evaluation to churches and pastors; and

WHEREAS, The ACP survey data
is used to determine the representation of
Louisiana Baptists on the SBC Executive
Committee, the LBC Executive Commit-
tee, the trustee boards for NAMB, the IMB,
as well as to set the number of messengers
each church qualifies to send to the state and
national conventions; and

WHEREAS, Approximately 15 percent
of Louisiana Baptist Churches do not return
a completed ACP survey form; and

WHEREAS, Users and administrators
across the denomination have collaborated
to simplify the ACP survey, reducing the
number of questions and making it easier to
under-stand; and

WHEREAS, The ACP survey can be
completed online as well as in paper form;
and

WHEREAS, Associational and state
leaders offer help with completing the ACP
survey; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That the messengers to
the 174th session of the Louisiana Baptist
Con-vention, meeting in Monroe, Louisiana,
November 16, 2021, call on all pastors and
churches to complete and submit the ACP
survey each year; and be if further

RESOLVED, That we affirm the value
of an accurate, yearly testimony to the work
of Christ in Louisiana through local Baptist

ENTITI ES REPORT from page 9

churches; and be it finally

RESOLVED, That we urge association-
al and state convention leaders to actively
pro-mote participation in the ACP process,
by highlighting its importance at annual
meetings and also using other forums and
means to encourage pastors and churches to
take part.

RESOLUTION: ON SUPPORT OF FAIRNESS
INWOMEN’S SPORTS ACT

WHEREAS, The Bible teaches that
man and woman shared in the dignity of
creation, both being made “in the image of
God,” yet each being distinct and comple-
mentary of the other (Gen. 1:26-27); and

WHEREAS, Radical activism across
the country is attempting to redefine human
sexu-al identity in casual and fluid terms de-
pendent only on the subjective self-sense of
an indi-vidual’s mind and not on the biology
that has always defined it; and

WHEREAS, Transgender politics
now have invaded sports, allowing biological
males to compete on teams designated for
biological females despite the science which
documents biological male advantages even
with cross-sex hormone treatments (denser
and stronger bones, tendons, and ligaments;
larger hearts, greater lung volume per body
mass, higher red blood cell counts, higher
hemoglobin, as well as higher natural levels
of testosterone -- all of which result, in gen-
eral, in greater degrees of strength, speed,
and endurance); and

WHEREAS, Already, biological fe-
males have been displaced by biological
males in competitions on multiple levels
from high school to the Olympic Games;
and

WHEREAS, Ultimately, such policy
changes deny biological girls and women
opportu-nities to simply enjoy competi-
tion and receive recognition, but also to
earn scholarships as well as to experience
personal growth and leadership develop-
ment (which are critical ad-vantages when
competing for positions of responsibility in

business, government, military and other
career fields); and

WHEREAS, Title IX of the Educa-
tion Amendments Act of 1972 was enacted
specifically to provide girls and women
opportunities in education and activities,
including athletics; and

WHEREAS, Since that historic politi-
cal victory, girls and women have earned
hard-fought battles for equal support of
female-specific sports teams; and

WHEREAS, During the 2021 Louisi-
ana legislative season, Sen. Beth Mizell, Sen-
ate pres-ident pro tempore and a member of
First Baptist Church, Franklinton, champi-
oned S.B. 156, Fairness in Women’s Sports
Act, to level the playing field for women
athletes by barring bio-logical males from
competing on teams designated for biologi-
cal females; and

WHEREAS, S.B. 156 passed over-
whelmingly during the regular session
(29-6-4 by the Senate; 78-19-8 by the House)
but was vetoed by Gov. John Bel Edwards
and failed in a spe-cial override legislative
session requiring a two-thirds vote in both
chambers (successful in the Senate, 26-12-1;
missed the threshold by two votes in House,
68-30-6); now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That the messengers to
the 174th session of the Louisiana Baptist
Con-vention, meeting in Monroe, Loui-
siana, November 16, 2021, commend Sen.
Mizell for her courageous stand to defend
the rights of girl and women athletes with
legislation to bar bio-logical males from
competing against biological females; and be
it further

RESOLVED, That we urge her and the
other sponsors of the legislation to present
these protections, again, during the 2022
schedule of the state legislature; and be it
finally

RESOLVED, That we strongly counsel
the governor and all lawmakers to represent
the overwhelming will of the people of our
state on this matter, which figures to impact
this im-portant sphere of life for so many of
the daughters and granddaughters of Loui-
siana.

override session in the most
recent legislative session. Hall
noted that 400 of the 500 pastors
who signed a letter in support of
the special session were Louisi-
ana Baptists.

The session included a bill,
authored by Senate president pro
tempore Beth Mizell (R), also a
member of First Baptist Church
in Franklinton, that would have
prevented biological males (as
transgender women) from tak-
ing women'’s sports team spots
away from biological females. In
the spring, the Louisiana Sen-
ate passed Mizell's measure to
guard against males on female
teams, 29-6-4, and the House,
too, 78-19-8. However, Gov. John
Bel Edwards (D) vetoed S.B. 156,
causing an uproar among the
faith community across the state,
leading to the historic override

session.

But it was defeated, July 21,
during the veto override session
in the Louisiana House, when 10
representatives either defected or
did not vote after having previ-
ously supported the legislation in
the regular session.

Hall is optimistic the legisla-
tion could be taken up again.

“I'm happy to tell you that
Senator Mizell is ready to step
forward and present that legisla-
tion again this next year,” Hall
said. “And we may have to call on
you to help us to make sure that
those that supported it before
continue and those that defected
come back from the dark forces
to the light.”

LOUISIANA COLLEGE

In his report, Louisiana Col-
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lege President Rick Brewer said
the school remains commit-
ted to preparing graduates and
transforming lives of its stu-
dents.

Since the start of the fall
semester, more than 40 stu-
dents have accepted Christ as
their personal Lord and Savior
through: the “Awakening” wor-
ship services which featured
evangelist Curtis Zackery, a
youth evangelist from Frank-
lin, Tenn. (Aug. 14-16); the
“Arrival,” a Baptist Collegiate
Ministry gathering held every
Tuesday evening that is led by
Dave Edwards, founder of Dave
Edward Speaks in Oklahoma
City, Okla.; and the campus fall
revival with messages by Don
Wilton, pastor of First Baptist
Church in Spartanburg, S.C.
(Sept. 28-30).

“We're part of the Jesus
movement, he said. “T'm pray-
ing for that.”

Brewer said this year the
school launched the Center for
Calling and Career for students
seeking internships, career ad-
vice and information about jobs
available in their majors. The
center also helps students gain
an understanding of how their
values and spiritual gifts should
be assessed to fully know what
God is calling them to do in
their lives and careers.

“We have a center where
we want students to connect
where God is calling them to,”
Brewer said. Vocation comes
from the word vocatio, which
literally means the voice of God.
And I'm constantly asking our
students, “‘Where is God voicing
you into the future.”
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were opposed to this and
had very serious concerns,”
Robertson said. “Our legal
counsel -- both our SBC
legal counsel, Jamie Jordan
and Jim Gunther, but also
the new legal counsel that
the Executive Committee
hired just for this specific
issue, Locke Lord LLP is the
firm -- all attorneys, includ-
ing the task force attorneys
and our insurance coverage
attorney, advised us that this
action would put our insur-
ance in jeopardy, and there-
fore could lead to the demise
of the Southern Baptist
Convention.”

Holloway agreed.

“It was very clear,” he
said. “They couldn't say with
100 percent certainty, but
they definitely said, "‘We've
never even dealt with this

before. Nobody waives their
privilege up front.

Holloway and Robert-
son underscored that they
felt waiving attorney-client
privilege was a violation of
fiduciary responsibilities
because it would jeopardize
insurance coverage. Thus, in-
stead of the insurance com-
pany, Brotherhood Mutual,
footing the bill, Cooperative
Program gifts will be used,
not only for all the investiga-
tion costs, but for any future
costs related to any litiga-
tion, frivolous or not.

They both pointed out
that Guidepost Solution’s
contracted fee (Guidepost
Solutions is the organiza-
tion that has been hired to
conduct the investigation) is
estimated to be $1.6 million
and that the attorney costs

Family Health Insurance
at Group Rates

GROUP, INDIVIDUAL, MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS, DENTAL
Call or email for a free quote!!

Melvin Thomas

318.795.4924
melvin.thomas@bcbsla.com

411 Ashley Ridge Blvd., Shreveport, LA 71106

Snack and
Lunch
Included

Children, grades 1-6, will learn to '
apply 1 Corinthians 15:58 to their lives
as they learn whatit meanstobe
unstoppable in sharing God's love.

FEATURING: Worship, Kid-friendly
Breakout rotations, IMB Missionaries

Please note: All current COVID directive
of masks and social distancing. Ha

will be follow
sanitizer wi

for representing the Execu-
tive Committee will be on
top of that amount.

“If you lose your insur-
ance company, and we've
been told it is not just pos-
sible, but probable, then the
money to cover all this is
coming from the pockets of
the little widow ladies who
sit on the front rows of my
church and Mike’s church
and the churches all over the
Southern Baptist Conven-
tion who did not give their
tithes for the purposes of
paying lawyers and inves-
tigations,” Robertson ex-
plained. “They gave it for the
work of the Gospel. That’s
the reason you have insur-
ance. You have insurance so
your mission dollars don't
have to pay for this. But we
just voided all that, poten-
tially.”

The two Executive Com-
mittee members also agreed
that “hundreds if not thou-
sands” of similar thorough
internal investigations are
done by major corporations
and governmental entities
without having to waive
attorney-client privilege,
including those conducted
by Guidepost Solutions.”

Guidepost Solutions
reportedly has been used
by other SBC entities and
churches to investigate
sexual abuse-related cases.

Oct. 30 - .
S 202F

including the wearing
so be available.

The Religion News Service
reported that Guidepost
Solutions was hired by The
Summit Church in Raleigh-
Durham, North Carolina,
to investigate J.D. Greear’s
(their pastor and then the
SBC president) 2020 hir-
ing of a Memphis, Tennes-
see, pastor, Bryan Loritts,
despite an alleged sexual
abuse coverup by Loritts in
Memphis involving Loritts’s
brother-in-law, Rick Trot-
ter, who was found to have
taken voyeuristic pictures of
women and children.

Holloway said Guidepost
Solutions offered a com-
promise but that those who
opposed attorney-client
privilege “dug their heels in.”

“Their lawyer, Julie
Woods from Guidepost,
presented the Michigan
Model [a plan to ensure a
full, fair and independent
investigation while protect-
ing privileges] as a workable
solution. We looked at it
and said, "We can work with
that.” The other side said,
‘We don't want that.”

Fountain underscored
that it was her hope that
the Executive Committee
officers and the task force
could find a way to balance
attorney-client privilege dur-
ing the open investigation.

“The Michigan Model
seemed to be one option that
might have led to a path for-
ward with guarded attorney-
client privilege,” she shared.

“It was not accepted,”
she noted. “So, there will be
an open investigation with

all privileges related to these
claims waived.”

Holloway and Robertson
took exception to some on
the other side of the de-
bate who had asserted that
attorney-client privilege
would provide cover for
guilty deeds.

“Let me be clear, those
who voted no’ to waiving
attorney-client privilege did
not do so to protect anyone
or to hinder in any way the
uncovering of any alleged
wrongdoing,” Robertson
underscored. “Every mem-
ber of the EC welcomed
the investigation. This was
clearly demonstrated when
the overwhelming majority
of the committee voted to
allocate $1.6 million to fund
the investigation.”

“Furthermore, attorney-
client privilege does not pro-
tect people who are guilty,”
he continued. “You can't
hide behind attorney-client
privilege if there has been
fraud, or criminal activity.
Attorney-client privilege
doesn't protect that.”

Holloway expressed
disappointment that “the EC
is being treated as if they're
guilty and that we need to
offer evidence to prove our
innocence.”

Both were adamant that
there are no public accusa-
tions of sexual abuse com-
mitted by an EC staff or
EC member, as far as they
know.

They also recognized

See WAIVES, page 13
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Nugent Music & Audio
192 Pinegrove Drive
Pineville, LA 71360
Tel: 318.473.9999
Email: info@nugentmusic.com

N'JGENT Mg

& AYDIO

Nugent Music & Audio is a church’s one stop location for all
their audio and video needs. We offer audio, video, lighting
design, installation, training. We also can set up your
church service to stream on all the most popular platforms.
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WaiVES from page 12

that a public whistleblower
report by an ERLC trustee
has connected the dots of
this investigation of the Ex-
ecutive Committee with the
Ethics & Religious Liberty
Commision and their former
president, Russell Moore,
who was investigated three
times by different task forces
formed by the Executive
Committee.

“The allegations are all in
Moore’s leaked letter. That is
what prompted this investi-
gation,” Robertson said.

There were two leaked
letters, one written to J.D
Greear and another written
to Moore’s trustees but not
sent, according to multiple
public reports.

The one to trustees was
leaked about three weeks
prior to the SBC annual
meeting. It contained ac-
cusations that the Executive
Committee (officers and
staff, not trustees) mishan-
dled abuse allegations and
mistreated survivors.

These same accused of-
ficers and staff of the Execu-
tive Committee responded
by initiating their own
investigation, including the

With Dr. Jamie Dew,
President, New Orleans
Baptist Theological

Seminary

hiring of Guidepost Solu-
tions, which is the company
now being hired by the task
force named by SBC Presi-
dent Ed Litton.

This apparent link be-
tween the investigation of
the Executive Committee
and the Executive Com-
mittee’s investigation of the
ERLC and Moore caused
Robertson to question the
nature of the investigation
of the Executive Committee.

“If the true motive be-
hind the motion is care for
survivors across the Con-
vention, then why didn't the
motion call for an investiga-
tion into every SBC entity?”
Robertson asked. “What
about the possible survivors
who may have been harmed
in cases outside of the Exec-
utive Committee...do we not
care about them? The whis-
tleblower report by an ERLC
trustee claims that Russell
Moore and the Chairman of
the ERLC trustees, covered
up these very allegations for
more than a year. Surely,
the messengers will call for
a similar investigation at the
ERLC for the sake of these
abuse victims.”

9:30am

OCT. 18

Northwest Louisiana
Baptist Association

Shreveport

Fountain, Robertson
and Holloway appeared to
agree in part about concerns
regarding what transpired at
the SBC annual meeting.

“I do not believe the
2021 messengers had all
the details of the ramifica-
tions of the motion that was
passed,” Fountain said.

But Fountain believed
messengers felt enough was
enough and it was time that
we do the right thing to in-
vestigate allegations, identify
responsible parties, and hold
offenders and supporters ac-
countable for injustices.”

“The whole truth needs to
be told,” she emphasized.

Holloway's concluding
thoughts seemed to summa-
rize both men’s sentiments.

“In the end, I could not
vote for something that
could eventually lead to the
bankruptcy of the Southern
Baptist Convention in the
next few years, causing us
to have to call home some
8,000 missionaries from all
over the world,” Holloway
said. “T couldn't vote that
with a good conscience.”

Fountain closed out her
statement asking for “all of
the SBC to come together in
prayer for the accusers and
the accused as well as for the

OCT. 19

Morehouse and
Northeast Baptist
Associations

Monroe
9:30am

Convention as a whole.

“We have thousands of
missionaries whose life’s
work is entrusted to us,” she
reflected. “Sin is very alive
and thriving in our world.
He has hearts prepared to
hear of His saving grace.”

Regarding the poten-
tial departure or escrow
of financial gifts by some
churches because of the
controversy, she urged that
“Now is not the time to take
our Cooperative Program
dollars and leave because we
do not like the way the vote
went.

“Have we become a
people who trust God only
when things go our way?”
she asked. “If ever there was
a time for prayer and revival,
that time is now.

POSTSCRIPT

The ERLC whistle blower
mentioned by Robertson
is Jonathan Whitehead, a
Harvard-trained attorney
and an at-large ERLC trustee
from Missouri.

The Baptist & Reflector,
the news service of Tennes-
see Baptists, reported that
Whitehead accused Moore
and then-ERLC board chair
David Prince, an SBTS as-

OCT. 19

Cenla Baptist
Association

Alexandria
5:30pm
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sistant professor and pastor
of Ashland Avenue Baptist
Church, Lexington, Ken-
tucky, of plotting to trigger
a crisis at the SBC annual
meeting “to produce politi-
cal ends.”

He said the letter was
withheld from trustees and
then leaked just prior to the
June SBC gathering.

According to the BGR,
Whitehead alleged that the
ERLC staff responded simi-
larly to the SBC Executive
Committee to sexual abuse
survivors under the leader-
ship of Moore, noting that
“ERLC staff believed that the
SBC and ERLC could ‘never
satisfy” some of the victim
advocates, namely Christa
Brown who called for the
SBC to initiate a sexual of-
fender database.”

The ERLC trustee further
decried the “blatant decep-
tion,” claiming the leaked
letters “were written and
leaked to shake messengers
trust and confidence at an
SBC annual meeting. The
leak avoided disclosure to
fiduciaries (trustees) and a
dispassionate investigation
because the goal was to de-
prive the Convention (mes-
sengers) of confidence in the
entire fiduciary system.”

OCT. 21

NOBTS, Providence
Learning Center

New Orleans

9:30am

Lifeway
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DAVIS CHURCH PEW UPHOL-
STERY, 4313 Hwy. 18 East Quit-
man, Mississippi 39355 Melton
& Sandra Davis. 30-plus years
of experience, Family-Owned
and Operated. Variety of fabrics
available. Work done on-site.
ALL WORK GUARANTEED.
Call for estimates: 601.776.6617.
If remodeling your sanctuary,
please give us a call about up-
holstering your pews!

HISTORIC Appalachian Pine
1x6 Bead Board/V-Grove or
Ship Lap/Nickel Gap - 99
cents a foot by the board or
95 cents a foot bundle qual-
ity. Call 318.757.8482 for more
information.

WALTERS DIRT SERVICE, “You
Call We Haul” fill dirt, limestone
and more. Call 318.729.2193 or
318.793.5144.

EARNEST LITTLE available for
supply, interim and revivals
in the Central Louisiana area.
Please call 318.663.2770.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH in
Choudrant, LA is seeking a full-
time pastor. Please send résu-
més to the Pastor Search Com-
mittee, P.O. Box 217, Choudrant,
LA 71227 or email fbcchou-
drant@gmail.com.

Call Rhonda Havens at
318.449.43510r877.234.3832
to place your ads.

Petrus

FEED / SEED / FERTILIZER
FARM / LAWN & GARDEN
SUPPLIES

2914 N Bolton Ave,
Alexandria, LA
318.443.5929 / 318.442.2325

FULL-TIME PASTOR

Beech Springs Baptist Church
in Quitman, LA s searching
for a full-time pastor.

Please send résumés to:
Bobby Linton
185 Gladway Road
Quitman, LA 71268

SEEKING PASTUH

Merician Baptist Church
in Crossett, AR is seeking
apastor. Please mail résumés
to Meridian Baptist Church,
Attn: Pastor Search Committee,
4592 Ashley 703, Crossett, AR 71635
or email hammerhinton@gmail.com.
Résumé deadline is November 15.

Board Camp, Arkansas is
seeking a full time pastor.
amiBoard Camp is located
| P 10 miles east of
Mena, 72 miles west

résumé to Bill McCourtney,
228 Dogwood Springs Lane,
Mena AR 71953 or
barmcranch@yahoo.com

FULL-TIME
PASTO

Leesville First Baptist, Leesville, LA |
is seeking a full-time pastor.

FULLTINE PASTOR

First Baptist Church,
Mansfield is seeking
afull-time pastor.

Please send résumés to: The churchiis located
Roger Rolon at 1710 McArthur Drive,
399 Liberty Creek Road, Mansfield, LA.
Leesville, LA 71446 Pl nd
or First Baptist Church, e?ggjr?]é tg{mr
P.0. Box 1563

churchoffice@firstmansfield.o

Leesville, LA 71496

Sandy Creek Baptist Church is seeking a

" WORSHIP MINISTER

REQUIREMENTS:

-Has a personal and growing
relationship with Jesus Christ
-Possess fundamental music
and media skills

-Ability/desire to lead traditional

& modern worship styles
e Email your résumé to
sandycreekinfo@gmail.com

SEEKING A FULL-TIME
OR BI-VOCATIONAL

PASTOR

Trinity Baptist Church
in Oakdale, LA is

seeking a bi-vocational
or full-time pastor.

Satsuma Baptist Church
is seeking alead pastur.

7 Attn: Pastor Search Committee

: .2988“ S.Satsuma Rd g Please send résumés to;
Livingston, LA70734 or email | | pastor Search Committee,
psc@satsumabaptist.org | |p 0 Box748, Oakdale, LA 71463.

FULL-TIME PASTOR

Unity Baptist Church in Cotton Valley
is seeking a full-time pastor. Please
mail résumés to Unity Baptist Church,
P 0 Box 606, Cotton Valley, LA 71018
or email rwe.handyman@yahoo.com.

YOUTH MINISTER

First Baptist Church in Coushatta

LA, is seeking a full-time A
youth minister. Email résumes ¥ g eV
to jnathandavis@yahoo.com | e )
or mail to First Baptist Church, -

P0 465, Coushatta, LA 71019, ¢
For more information
call 318.932.4023.

www fbecoushatta.com S

HOUSTON RIVER BAPTISTS CHURCH
Sulphur, LA
Seeks a Full Time Worship Minster

Applicants must be capable of leading
multiple styles of worship

SEND RESUMES TO0:

Email: Search CommitteeHRBC2021@gmail.com
Mail: 110 W. Houston River Rd.

Sulphur, LA70663

Description: Work closely with the pastor in creating worship services and
teams that help with the congregation (Planning weekly worship service,
and recruiting musicians.

First Baptist Church, Lafayette, LA, is
seeking a full-time Associate Minister
"~ of Worship. This positionwill serve as the
Worship Leader for our Contemporary Service.
Résumés should be submitted to:
johnfrank.reeve@fhclaf.org

\Ir'?

) SEEKING PART-TIME

* MINISTER OF MUSIC

Watson Baptist Church in Watson, LA is accepting

' .J J résumes for a part-time minister of music.

*y o WBCis committed to a blended worship experience that
~44 incorporates both traditional and contemporary music.

J+'i Résumés should be mailed to Watson Baptist Church,
Pl ®° P.0. Box 675, Watson, LA 70786-0675
) or emailed to watsonbaptistchurch@gmail.com.

RUBBER STAMPS
SIGNS - BADGES
SEALS — FLAGS
BRONZE PLAQUES

ﬂ ]

eat. 1867

.‘#‘

Manufacturers of
MARKING DEVICES

SINCE 1867
4315 Bienville St. — New Orleans

504.525.2128

H

IXSON BROTHERS

FUNERAL

Niuwee T90T
701 Jackson St. ® Alexandria, LA 71301 ® 318.442.3363
2701 Military Hwy ® Pineville, LA 71360 ® 318.640.1678
11886 Hwy. 84 West ® Jena, LA 71342 @ 318.992.4158
445 W Bontemps St. ® Marksville, LA 71351 ® 318.253.5979
www.hixsonbrothers.com

HOMES

Seeking a full time

STUDENT MINISTER

Houston River Baptists Church in Sulphur, La.
Seeks a full time student minister

Send resumes to:

Email: HRBCStudentMINSC@gmail.com

Mail: 110 W. Houston River Rd.

Sulphur, La70663

Description: Be an advocate for youth and young adults and
educate the youth about the hopes, concerns and the needs

of the youth in the church.

Immediate Job Openings

Louisiana Baptist Children’s Home & Family Ministries

Full-Time Cottage Parents
on Monroe Campus!

Husband and wife teams are need-
ed. Full-time positions include sal-
ary, benefits, paid vacation, and & AN
training. Basic job description is
to provide love, care, and hope in
Christ for children in need. Appli-
cants should not have children liv-
ing at home under the age of 18.
Must have a sense of call and com-
mitment to a ministry of service to
children and be active members of a
local Southern Baptist church. Part- ‘;
time positions are also available. -

Send resume to
usan Nolan at
snolan@ibch.org

or LBCH
AR

¥R T OUISIANA BAPTIST

WChlldren S Home

1ILY MIN

PO Box ¢

X 49 STRIES
Monroe, LA 71211
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EDITOR'S NOTE: Do you have a Revival, Home-
coming, a new pastor, a community outreach or
a concert? The Baptist Message would love to
share your church news with the rest of the state.
It is very easy to do, just send in your informa-
tion (who, what, where and when) to philip@
baptistmessage.com or call 318.449.4343. To
get your event in the paper, please submit your
information three weeks prior to the event.

ON THE MOVE

M Roland Fontenot is the new pastor at First
Baptist Church, New Iberia. His first day at the
church was Oct. 10.

B Aaron Watson is the new music minister at
(alvary Baptist Church, Shreveport.

B Will Englerth will be ordained for the Gos-
pel ministry October 17, 3:00 p.m. at Conway
Baptist Church, located at 4323 HWY 549 in
the Conway community in Union Parish. The
council will meet at 2 p.m. Friends and family
are invited to attend.

HOMECOMING

W New Prospect Baptist Church, Dry Prong;
97th annual Homecoming, October 10, 10
a,m. Dinner will be served after the service.
Speaker: John Willie, pastor of Alpine Bap-
tist Church. Worship: Robert Willie. Pastor:
Trey Lewis.

REVIVAL

B New Hope Baptist Church, Elmer: Revival,
October 10-13; Sunday 10:45 a.m. and 6 p.m.,
Monday-Wednesday 6:30 p.m.. Evangelist:
Sam Moore. Worship: Mackey Willis Fam-
illy. Pastor Rob McLane.

W Diamond Baptist Church, Rosepine: Bible
Prophecy Conference and Revival, October
10-14; Sunday 10:45 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. Mon-
day through Thursday, 6:30 p.m. Evanelist: Al
Gist. Pastor; Bill Smith.

M Emmanuel Baptist Church, Hurricane: Re-
vival, October 17-20; Sunday 10:45 a.m. and
6:30 p.m., Monday-Wednesday, 6:30 p.m.
Evangelist: Luke Hockenjas. Worship: WeR-

Called. The church which is located on Hwy
519, 5 miles north of Arcadia, will be broad-
casting for those wishing to drive up and listen.
Pastor: Bob Jameson.

B Philadelphia Baptist Church at Horseshoe
Drive, Alexandria: Saints Alive- Senior Adult
Bible Conference, October 17-19, 5:30-7:30
p.m. Speaker: Jacob Crawford. A meal will be
provided each evening. Pastor; Stuart Sasser.
B Wild Horse Ministry, Trout: Old-fashioned
tent revival, October 17-20, 6;30 p.m.
nightly. Evangelist: Don Savell, a pastor
and evangelist from Union, Miss. Wor-
ship: Area church choirs. The revival is be-
ing put on by the LaSalle Baptist Association.
For more information, call 318.992.2703 or
318.992.8864

M Pioneer Baptist Church, Pioneer: Revival,
October 23-27, Saturday will be a Revival Kick-
0ff Concert at 6:30 p.m. with Ben Waites,
Sunday 10:45 am. & 5 p.m. and Monday-
Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. Speaker: Tim Post,
pastor of Bethel Baptist Church in Bas-
trop. Worship: Ben Waites. (ontact pastor,
Gary R. Wolfe, at 318.282.8653 for more infor-
mation. Pastor: Gary Wolfe.

W Georgetown Baptist Church, Georgetown:
Revival, October 24-27, Sunday 11 a.m. fol-
lowed by dinner on the groups and 6 p.m.
Monday-Wednesday, 6:30 nightly. Evangelist:
David Hanna. Worship: The Lisembys. Pas-
tor: Carl Griffith.

W First Baptist Church, Benton: Revival, Oc-
tober 24-27. Evangelist: Sam Moore. Pastor:
Robert Beadle.

M First Baptist Church, Joneshoro: Fall Reviv-
al, October 24-27, Sunday 10:30 a.m. and 5:30
p.m.; Monday-Wednesday, 6:30 p.m. Evange-
list: Ed Lacy. Pastor: Brian McAllister.

W (ooper Baptist Church, Leesville; Revival,
October 24-27, Sunday, 11 am. & 6 p.m,
Monday-Wednesday, 6 p.m. Speaker: Casey
Johnson. Music: Jared Pruitt. Pastor: Edgar
Evans, Sr.

LAGNIAPPE

W First Baptist Church, Haynesville: FAM
Church - Fellowship for the entire fam-

LOUISIANA BAPTIST

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

The Louisiana Baptist
Federal Credit Union
in Alexandria, LA
is seeking applicants
for the manager position.
Applications are
available on the
credit union’s website:
www.labaptistfcu.com/application

et e et o it e Bt

OUR DIFFERENCE

o Faith M
o Family e Service </~ L

Office: 318.449.4357 Toll Free: 877.234-3236

e Stewardship

Children’s sermon teacher Donna Deanat of Sharon Baptist Church, Du-
bach was recognized Sept. 26 for her years of faithfully teaching the chil-
dren of the church. Dean, who is shown holding a light, was presented
a gift basket and a surprise lesson on her ‘being the light' to so many. A
number of her former students were in attendance and gathered around
her to show their love and appreciation.

ily, October 12, 6 p.m. Free fried fish dinner,
Big Buck Contest, door prizes (must be pres-
ent to win). Speaker: Eric Goble, pastor
Brister Baptist Church. Worship: Cox Fam-
illy. Pastor: Jeff Tinsley.

W First Baptist Church, Winnfield: Judge-
ment House 2021, October 13, 16, 17, 20,
23,24,27,30and 31. Pastor: Jerry Pipes.

B Might of Hope Benefit Concert for
St. Jude’s, Rayville, October 16., 2 p.m. This
annual event will be held at the Rayville
Performing Arts Center. Talent includes The
Allens, Dennis Swanberg, 3 Heath Broth-
ers, Josh and Ashley Franks and The
Freemans. Cost: $20 to $28.50. For more
information call 318.417.3929 or email SJ-
NightofHope@gmail.com.

B Mount Paran Baptist Church, Shongaloo:

r

| Scripture Crypto

Mark Lanier Ministries in concert, Octo-
ber 17, all day. Pastor: Ed Bryan.

M First Baptist Church, Marion: The Todd Al-
len Family in concert, October 17, 11 a.m.
Pastor: Bubba Hoggatt.

W Philadelphia Baptist Church at Horseshoe
Drive, Alexandria: Gospel Hymn Sing, Octo-
ber 22, 7 p.m. Philadelphia is hosting Gospel
Hym Sing featuring Greater Vision, The
Whisnants, Mark Trammell Quartet, Jim
& Melissa Brady, Mylon Hayes Family.
Cost: $10. To order tickets www.itickets.com/
events/4555477aff=BIT or call 318.443.3692.
M First Baptist Church, Bossier: Fall Fest, Oc-
tober 24, 5-7 p.m. This is a free event at Free-
dom Fields. There will be games, inflatables,
food trucks and candy. Pastor: Brad Jurkovich.
W Emmanuel Baptist Church, Shreveport:

The Todd Allen Family in concert, October
24,10:45 a.m. Pastor: Chad Hardbarger.

W (enla Baptist Association, Pineville: The
Smaller Church Hymn Sing, October
24, 6:30 p.m. at Tioga First Baptist Church.
(hurches from all across Rapides will gather
to sing rich, solid hymns. This is a project of
the CenLa Baptist Association.

W Brookwood Baptist Church, Shreveport:
Fall Fest, October 24, 4-6 p.m. There will be
food trucks, Trunk or Treat, a car show and
much more. Pastor: David Rice.

B First Baptist Church, Haughton: Night of
Worship with the Todd Allen Family, Oc-
tober 24, 6 p.m. Be the Light, October 31,
5;30-7:30 p.m. Host a light the night location
athome in your neighborhood to shine a light
for the Gospel to the families that come by
trick-or-treating. Pastor: Gevan Spinney.

B Norris Ferry Community Church, Shreve-
port: Family Fest, October 24, 4-6 p.m. Bring
your lawn chairs and join us for an afternoon
of live music featuring Firm Foundation. Kids
will enjoy the petting zoo and bounce houses
and everyone is sure to enjoy the food trucks.
(Children are welcome to wear costumes, but
please nothing scary. Pastor; Tracy Graham.
M First Baptist Church, Ruston: Fall Fest, Oc-
tober 27, 5:30-7 p.m. Pastor: Chris raig.

B First Baptist Church, Haynesville: Fall Fes-
tival, October 27, 6-7 p.m. Pastor: JeffTinsley.
B Philadelphia Baptist Church, Deville: Fall
Family Fest, October 27, 6-8 p.m. There will
inflatables, rides, Trunk or Treat, and conces-
sions. Pastor: Philip Robertson.

W (entral Baptist Church, Springhill: Har-
vest Fest, October 27, 5 p.m. at McMahen
Farm in Taylor, Ark. Hot dogs with all the
trimming, roasting marshmallows, and hay-
rides. Bring your lawn chair. Trunk or Treat on
the parking lot, October 31, 6 p.m. Pastor;
Terry Hughes.

|

| The Scripture Crypto is a Bible verse in which one letter has been substituted for another, thus encoding the verse. To find out what the verse |
is, you must determine what each letter is a substitute for. An “a,” for example, may stand for a“t"in this week's issue of the ScriptureCrypto.

| Next week, “a” could stand for a “d.” Each week, each letter is different. Solve by trial and error. The answer will be given next week. Note: All |
numerals, such as those in the scripture reference after the verse, are spelled out.

| QEF PFBXVEJ MWCM MWB ZGQQBFPIKZ EQ MWPZ |

UFBZBJM MPYB CFB JEM HEFMWN ME RB XEYUCFBL HPMW

| MWB KDEFN HWPXW ZWCDD RB FBSBCDBL PJ GZ. |

Clues:
M=T, B=E
L —

FEYCJZ BPKWM:BPKWMBBJ |

Answer to September 30 Scripture Crypto: |
Haggai two:seventeen

October 14,2021 ® www.baptistmessage.com @ Louisiana Baptist Message

—_



LOUISIANA

.

GEORGIA
BARNETTE

STATE
MISSIONS
OFFERING

We must go to the nearby townsTSo that™ -

| can tell the good news tosthose !

MARK 1:38 CEV —
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