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DA SHREDS LOUISIANA

These photos show the devastation caused by the 170-mile-per-hour gusts of Hurricane Ida
after it hit the Louisiana coast on Aug. 29. (main photo) Beachfront homes and camps in
Grand Isle were obliterated by the strong winds while a heavy storm surge caused extensive
flooding; (inset photo, top) emergency vehicles and electrical crews cautiously made their

By Brian Blackwell
Message staff writer

GOLDEN MEADOW,
La. (LBM) — Hurricane Ida
left a trail of destruction,
Aug. 29, in southeast Loui-
siana and already churches
and Disaster Relief teams
from across the nation
have responded yet again
to offer hope in Christ
amid the devastation, hav-

ing aided Louisianans in
2020 to recover from three
hurricanes and two major
storms.

Ida made landfall in
Port Fourchon as a Catego-
ry 4 storm (maximum sus-
tained winds of 150 mph, 7
mph under Category 5 sta-
tus), tying Hurricane Laura
(2020) and the Last Island

See PRESSED, page 6

Submitted/Staff photos

way down a road littered with debris, downed power lines and leaning electrical poles out-
side of Amelia; (inset photo, bottom) a mobile home is smashed to pieces outside of Gold-
en Meadow. Ida is tied with Hurricane Laura (2020) and Last Island Hurricane (1856) as the
strongest hurricanes to make landfall in state history.

‘Weekend warriors’
needed for chainsaw
crews, mud out work

By Staff
Baptist Message

Patrick Dennis photo

A member of the Texas Baptist Men chainsaw team cut
through a tree near St. Amant shortly after Hurricane Ida.

ALEXANDRIA, La. (LBM) — In-
dividuals and church teams are being
urged to volunteer as “weekend war-
riors” to aid in the massive cleanup of
damaged churches and homes from
Hurricane Ida.

Louisiana Baptist Disaster Relief

See WEEKEND, page 2

Gift of ice affirms pastor’s praying, believing

By Staff
Baptist Message

GOLDEN MEADOW,
La. (LBM) — Ice was no

where to be found in

Golden Meadow, Sept. 1,

three days after Hurricane
Ida. So, Pastor Shane Ter-
rebonne lifted a request to
God, believing.

Moments later, just as
he said “amen,” a truck ar-
rived at Gulf Coast Baptist

Church with two bags of
ice. He had not met the
driver before and has not
seen him since, causing
Terrebonne to describe the

See ICE, page 2
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State, national Baptist leaders visit key Disaster Relief sites

By Brian Blackwell
Message staff writer

NEW ORLEANS, La.
(LBM) — Southern Baptist
Convention President Ed
Litton and North Ameri-
can Mission Board Send

Wright visited Louisiana
Baptist churches, Sept. 6,
who are hosting disaster
relief teams in areas hit
hard by Hurricane Ida.
Joining them on the
tour were Litton’s wife,
Kathy, other Send Relief

Missions and Ministry
Team Leader John Hebert
and his wife, Kitty, and
Louisiana Baptist Con-
vention President David
Cranford. They stopped at
First Baptist Church, La-

Place, First Baptist Church,

New Orleans, First Baptist
Church, Ponchatoula, and
Woodland Park Baptist
Church in Hammond.
“We are really here not

Relief President Bryant staff, Louisiana Baptist

INSURANCE FOR CHURCHES

Since 1916
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Lestie Hlen

WOMEN'S EVENT SPEAKER

Combines biblical truths
with plenty of laughter
in a fun-filled event
for all women.

318.455.5670

leslieallenministries@gmail.com
Facebook: @LeslieAllenMinistries
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agency, inc.
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Serving the Insurance
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Call 318.442.0269

lardoin@spenglerstewart.com
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only seeing what has oc-
curred but hopefully help-
ing others know how you
can be of help to churches
like this in LaPlace Loui-
siana,” Wright said dur-
ing a visit to First Baptist
LaPlace.

Litton led prayers with
Pastor Shane Newton and
members at First Baptist
Church, LaPlace. He also
prayed with Arkansas Bap-

See VISIT, page 17
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Sam Moore, Evangelistic Ministries
479-381-1170 evangelistsammoore@gmail.com

Sam Moore is a vocational evangelist. He has the gift
of an evangelist and the heart of a pastor. He is available
for revivals, crusades, Harvest Days and witness training.

(I-r) Louisiana Baptist Missions and Ministry Team Leader John Hebert, Louisi-
ana Baptist Convention President David Cranford, First Baptist LaPlace Pastor
Shane Newton, Southern Baptist Convention President Ed Litton and North
American Mission Board Send Relief President Bryant Wright lift Newton and
his church up in prayer during a Labor Day tour, Sept. 6. Litton and Wright
visited damaged Louisiana churches and key Disaster Relief sites.

ICE from page one

incident as an example of
God’s faithfulness.

“God is on time, every
time when you need Him,”
Terrebonne said. “And He
answers prayer.”

Terrebonne added his
thanks for the ongoing
prayers from churches and
their encouragement to

Wee kend from page one

strategist Stan Statham
said, “We have 70 chain-
saw work requests alone
just in Laplace. Multiply
that by the hundreds of
affected communities and
the thousands of downed
trees around homes and
it's easy to see that we
need some supplemental

his congregation as they
continue to minister to the
community.

“God uses his people
to show love to those who
need it,” he said. “If it wasn't
for the prayers and support
from other churches, we
would have a more difficult
time doing ministry.”

help for the 1,000 boots on
the ground we have for the
entire state.”

Any person or church
team that can volunteer
time during a weekend is
encouraged to sign up on
the “Churches Helping
Churches” webpage on
louisianabaptists.org. In
the box for question “1,”
simply note you are sign-
ing up to be a “Weekend
Warrior.” Also, indicate
what work you would like
to contribute, set off by
parentheses — e.g., Week-
end Warriors (chainsaw
crew).

available for ;
: Call or email to schedule your 2021-2022 events. Volunteers are needed
WOMEN'S CONFERENCES . for chainsaw crews, mud-
RETREATS & BANQUETS www.evangellstsammoore.org out teams and food distri-
bution.
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‘Churches Helping Churches' initiative launched
to aid 91 congregations, 85 pastors facing losses

By Staff
Baptist Message

ALEXANDRIA, La.
(LBM)—State convention
leaders are asking Louisi-
ana Baptists as well as the
larger Southern
Baptist family to
pray for and part-
ner with congre-
gations who have
been devastated by
Hurricane Ida.

The storm
wreaked havoc in
New Orleans but
caused severe dam-
age in Houma, Thibodaux,
Cut Off, South Lafourche,
Larose, Laplace and many
more small communities.
Just among Louisiana Bap-
tists, 91 churches were se-
riously impacted, with 22
experiencing catastrophic
losses. At least 85 pas-
tors are facing significant
personal property replace-
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Steve Horn
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ment costs for cars, homes
and belongings, according
to Louisiana Baptist Disas-
ter Relief reports.

Steve Horn, Louisi-
ana Baptist Convention
executive director, told
the Baptist Message
that these churches
and pastors “have a
tough path ahead.”

“Some of these
churches do not
have the resources to
carry wind and hail
coverage on their
property because
it is so expensive
near the coastal areas,” he
explained. “Therefore, they
don't have insurance funds
to repair and restore their
churches.”

Yet, he added, while
they are recovering, “they
still are ministering to —
assisting others — in their
communities.”

Horn called on indi-

viduals and congregations
“to be the hands and feet
of Jesus” to these impacted
bodies of believers and
their leaders, specifically
calling on others “to help
with financial assistance,
cleaning supplies, build-
ing materials, and so much
more.”

“They also need people
who will take the time to
travel and work hand in
hand with them to re-
build what was lost,” he
explained. "Along the way,
we can love on, encourage
and share the Gospel with
their friends and neighbors
who need our help right
now, too.”

Horn referred interested
individuals and congrega-
tions to two web links:

-- Churches wishing to
be matched with one or
more of the 91 churches
having serious losses can
register using https://loui-

=t
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sianabaptists.org/missions-
ministry/disaster-relief/
churches-helping-church-
es/.

-- Anyone desiring to
offer general financial as-
sistance for the ongoing
disaster relief operations
can sign up using https://

September 30, 2021 ® www.baptistmessage.com @ Louisiana Baptist Message

Submitted photo
Trinity Baptist
Church in Mat-

" | thews, La. is one
of 91 churches

" |in Louisiana that
sustained heavy
_ | damage from

» the high winds
(150 miles per

\| hour or better)
from Ida.

louisianabaptists.org/
missions-ministry/disaster-
relief/donate/.

“In either case, please
join us in prayer as we
ask God to use this op-
portunity to bring revival
to Louisiana and beyond,”
Horn urged.
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The faithful members of Gulf Coast Baptist Church have continued to be
the hands and feet of Jesus through various ministry endeavours despite

dealing with Hurricane Ida.

Son shines after the
storm in Golden Meadow

By Brian Blackwell
Message staff writer

GOLDEN MEADOW,
La. (LBM) — Misty and
Hilario Escobar were on a
quest for food shortly after
Hurricane Zeta made land-
fall, Oct. 28, when they
discovered a grocery dis-
tribution line manned by
Gulf Coast Baptist Church
members.

They received a box
of non-perishables to tie
them over until their pow-
er was restored (a week lat-
er), but the Escobars found
something more eternally
valuable — an encouraging
church that played a role
in both of their sons trust-
ing in Christ, one in April
and the other in May,
after speaking with Pastor
Shane Terrebonne. Misty
and Hilario, who previ-
ously had accepted Christ
but were not baptized,
celebrated by joining their
sons in baptism, July 11.

“Since my boys have
accepted Christ and we all
were baptized as a fam-
ily, we feel like life is so
much better because of the
decisions we made,” Misty
Escobar told the Baptist
Message. “Our life hasn't
been perfect, and we have
gone through trials since
the baptism, but we have a
great confidence knowing
we gave it all to God.”

ON MISSION

The baptisms under-
score the mission of Gulf

September 30, 2021 ® www.baptistmessage.com @ Louisiana Baptist Message

Coast Baptist, Terrebonne
said.

During a two-week
span in November, 20
members handed out 500
food boxes a day that were
donated by Second Har-
vest Food Bank of New
Orleans. The church also
grilled sausage, chicken,
hot dogs and hamburgers
for those without electric-
ity, and distributed clothes
and cleaning supplies that
were donated by Concord
Union Baptist Association.

In the ensuing months,
members have continued
this compassion ministry
focus, distributing 75 back-
packs filled with food and
other necessities in De-
cember and hosting a com-
munity block party in May
that featured food, games
and inflatables. The church
also continues, monthly, to
give away food provided by
Second Harvest Food Bank
of New Orleans.

Terrebonne is thank-
ful his church accepted
Christ’'s command to share
His love in their own back-
yard and that they were
able to witness His saving
power through the food
distribution.

“Everybody was smiling
and joyful the day of the
baptism and it reminded
us of how important it is
to invest in others for the
Kingdom,” Terrebonne
said. "After the baptism
we threw a big celebration
because we knew this was
symbolizing something
new.
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lorg urges ‘Preach the Word of God,
signs seminary agreement with LC

By Brian Blackwell
Message staff writer

PINEVILLE, La. (LBM)
— The core message of
God’s Word is the Gospel
and must be shared with
a culture in desperate
need of Christ, Jeff Iorg
said during the recent E4
Preaching Conference.

“The Bible is the endur-
ing word of God,” said
Iorg, president of Gateway
Seminary in Ontario, Cali-
fornia. “We preach those
words and we do so pri-
marily because the endur-
ing word of God has the
only message of salvation
possible for humankind.

“People are trusting
something for their salva-
tion,” he continued. “The
great message that people
need to hear from you
from the enduring word
of God is how to be saved.
You aren't going to get that

message from any other
word.”

Citing 1 Peter 1:22-2:1-
3, Iorg told the 66 pastors
and 14 pastors’ wives in
attendance at the First
Baptist Church in Pineville
that the Bible has multiple
purposes. Among those
are: facilitate salvation,
define relationships, shape
character.

“When you live out the
Bible’s teachings you will
treat people differently,”
he said. “When you live
out the Bible’s teachings
You will love people. You
will even sacrifice to show
them true love.

“The Bible defines rela-
tionships,” he said. “It’s the
enduring word of God and
it gets the last say in how
we treat each other.”

He added that the Bible
will outlast all generations
of mankind, animals and
nature.

“We preach an endur-
ing word of God,” he said.
“It’s going to outlast all
people, all animals, all
nature. And by extension I
can say it’s going to outlast
all other words.

“So let’s have the spiri-
tual discipline and focus to
preach the Word of God,”
he said. “Because within it
is the message of salvation,
the definition of relation-
ships and the shaping of
character that is the core
work of everyone one as a
preacher and a pastor.”

The Sept. 14 E4 Preach-
ing Conference presented
a program intended to “ex-
emplify, encourage, equip
and empower our pastors
to preach expositional
sermons.”

Past speakers have
included Steve Gaines,
former Southern Baptist
Convention president, and
pastor, Bellevue Baptist

Brian Blackwell photo

Golden Gate Seminary President Jeff lorg challenged pastors attending
the annual E4 Preaching Conference to proclaim God’s Word to a culture
in need of Christ.

Rummage, pastor of Quail
Springs Baptist Church in
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.

The conference also fea-
tured music by the praise
team from First Baptist
Pineville and surrounding
churches.

Church, Cordova, Tennes-
see; Don Wilton, pastor,
First Baptist Church,
Spartanburg, South Caro-
lina; Fred Lowery, pastor
emeritus, First Baptist
Church, Bossier City;
David Uth, pastor, First
Baptist Church, Orlando,

Florida, and Stephen See E4 CONFERENCE, page 7

BELLLLLE
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latest from
Carpenter Bus?
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Nationwide Delivery
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Hurricane (1856) as the
most-powerful hurri-
canes to hit Louisiana.
The storm dumped up
to 15 inches of rain in
some areas, knocked out
power to more than 1.1
million at one time and
spanned a diameter of
414 miles, according to
AccuWeather.

Some areas in La-
fourche, Lower Jefferson,

St. Charles and Terre-
bonne parishes were told
by Entergy they would
not have power restored
until Sept. 29.

Two weeks after Ida
made landfall, Hurricane
Nicholas came ashore,
Sept. 14, on the south
Texas coast as a Catego-
ry 1 storm (75 mph). By
the time it reached Loui-
siana, it had weakened to

ALWAYS
LOUISIANA.

ALWAYS ON.

Six feet apart or six feet together—it’s all

in how you see it. What we see is Louisiana.

Whether it’s familiar faces working together

in person or our free ePerks that make life

simpler anywhere, any time, were always
Y

working for Louisiana.

T

RED RIVER BANK

Made in Louisiana. Made for Louisiana.

redriverbank.net | 866-561-4090

Alexandria * Baton Rouge * Lake Charles

Northshore * Shreveport

Member

a tropical depression, but
still knocked out power
to more than 120,000
homes and businesses
and dumped 10 inches of
rain on the state.

Just among Louisiana
Baptists, 91 churches
were seriously impacted
by Ida, with 22 expe-
riencing catastrophic
losses. At least 85 pas-
tors are facing significant
personal property re-
placement costs for cars,
homes and belongings,
according to Louisiana
Baptist Disaster Relief
reports.

To that end, Louisi-
ana Baptist state mis-
sions team members
distributed funds to
the churches and pas-
tors whose homes were
heavily damaged by the
storm. The emergency
gifts were made possible
because of donations to
the Georgia Barnette
State Mission Offering as
well as designated con-
tributions from churches
and individuals.

“As Hurricane Ida
approached, our team fo-

cused on preparedness,”
John Hebert, Louisiana
Baptist missions and
ministry team director,

told the Baptist Message.

“After the storm passed
through, our focus was
on feeding people in
conjunction with the
Red Cross and helping
communities recover
from the carnage left by
the storm, and almost
immediately focusing on
our pastors and church-
es. Our operations have
supported the recovery
effort while LBC staff
have focused on the
needs of our churches.
At the present time, we
are delivering checks

to the approximately 91
churches from monies
that have been donated
for this storm. The Geor-
gia Barnette State Mis-
sions Offering has been
vital to our recovery and
efforts from Hurricane
Ida.”

Many groups have
responded, including the
National Guard that sent
5,220 Louisiana Guards-
men and an additional

3,116 Guardsmen from 15
other states to protect
lives and property, main-
tain communications
and ensure continuity of
operations and govern-
ment throughout the
state, and the U.S. Army
Corp of Engineers that
installed 2,640 blue roofs
on homes.

But while many other
organizations provided
much-needed physical
assistance to residents
impacted by Ida, South-
ern Baptists responded
by also sending Disaster
Relief teams to “give
a cup of cold water in
Jesus’ name.”

Through Sept. 20, Di-
saster relief teams from
29 state conventions
manned 25 ministry sites
around southeast Loui-
siana. SBC feeding units
had prepared 638,660
meals, assessed 3,163
damaged properties,
completed 494 chainsaw
jobs, offered 7,558 show-
ers and finished 5,243
loads of laundry.

See PRESSED, page 7
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Nugent Music & Audio

192 Pinegrove Drive ® Pineville, LA 71360

Tel: 318.473.9999

Email: herbert@nugentmusic.com

Nugent Music & Audio is a church’s one stop location for all
their audio and video needs. We offer audio, video,
lighting design, installation, training. We also can set up
your church service to stream on all the most popular platforms.
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E4 CONFERENCE from page 3

Breakout sessions
were led by conference
organizer Stewart Hollo-
way, pastor, First Baptist
Pineville; Argile Smith,
pastor, Parkway Baptist
Church, Biloxi, Miss.;
Deron Biles, professor,
Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary;
Adam Hughes, profes-
sor, New Orleans Baptist
Theological Seminary;
Matthew McKellar,
professor, Southwestern
Baptist Theological Semi-
nary; Preston Nix, profes-
sor, New Orleans Baptist
Theological Seminary.
Nix’s wife, Diane, led the
breakout sessions for the
E4 wives.

Sponsors included Lou-
isiana Baptists, NOBTS,
the Adrian Rogers Center
for Expository Preaching
at NOBTS, SWBTS, LC,
Mission Dignity, North
American Mission Board,
First Baptist Pineville, and
the Cason Foundation.
Quebedeaux’s Cajun Café
in Pineville also provided
lunch at a discount.

Holloway told the Bap-
tist Message the E4 Con-
ference, now in its 13th
year, began with a desire
to sharpen and encourage
pastors.

“I am grateful for our
partner sponsors who
help make this conference

Pressed

__ frompage6

Teams also have dis-
tributed 715 Bibles, shared
the Gospel 513 times and
saw 87 people profess
their faith in Christ.

“We are grateful for
the help that we have
received from other
Southern Baptists,” Loui-
siana Baptist Executive
Director Steve Horn said.
“We would be in a much
more difficult place if
we would not have their
support.

“In addition, as I have
traveled to meet pastors,
I am amazed at their
resiliency. Their resiliency
does not mean that they
are not weary, but they
really are capitalizing on
the moment. Continue to
pray for these pastors and
churches.”

such a blessing to those
who attend,” he said.
“We bring in top notch
presenters and are able to
give back to the attend-
ees far more in resources
than they spend on regis-
tration.”

The 2022 E4 Confer-
ence will be held Sept. 13.
NOBTS President Jamie
Dew will be the keynote
speaker.

I0RG SIGNS AGREEMENT WITH LC

Iorg also addressed
students at LC during
their chapel service and
signed an agreement
between Gateway Semi-
nary and LC that will
allow graduates to earn
their seminary degrees
more quickly to pursue
God’s calling on their
lives. Students who suc-
cessfully complete cer-
tain senior-level courses
in LC’s missions and
ministries program may
receive at least 15 credit
hours toward a Master
of Divinity at Gateway
Seminary, which is in
Ontario, Calif. LC pre-
viously signed similar
agreements with New
Orleans Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary, Southwest-
ern Baptist Theological
Seminary and Southeast-
ern Baptist Theological

n ANSFORMING
LIVES

_F.
a
o
£INe\
m.
= @
Ji

.‘U_FJ_"_L,_.'
|

e

LCNews photo

Following chapel, Sept. 14, Louisiana College President Rick Brewer joined Jeff lorg, president, Gateway Semi-
nary in Ontario, California, in signing a memorandum of understanding between the two institutions that will
allow LC students to apply college credits to their first year of studies with this Southern Baptist Convention

supported seminary.

Seminary.

“I am grateful for Dr.
Jeff Torg’s leadership and
commitment to king-
dom advancement,” LC
President Rick Brewer
said. “This agreement
is further affirmation of
the relevant, relational,
and rigorous education
afforded our students at
Louisiana College. En-
abling students to save
time and money toward
completing missions and
ministry training expe-
dites mobilization for
Kingdom Service.”

WELGOME

OCTOBER 13- 17"
2021

AT THE
FAIRBROUMND,

WY 71
LIVESTOCK SHOWS

=) “

FREE PARKING

QUEEN'S PAGENT

For your added security there will be a $2 per person admission fee to the midway; children under 5 get in free

Friday thru Sunday- Wristband offer for unlimited rides. (You can bring a food bank donation for discount.)
Special rate advance tickets are available at Cenla Broadcasting, 1115 Texas Avenue, Alexandria La.

For more information call 318.767.3968 or visit the website at www.therapidesparishfair.com or on FaceBook: Rapides Parish Fair.

September 30, 2021 ® www.baptistmessage.com @ Louisiana Baptist Message
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Three generations
of Galloway s serving
Louisiana Churches.”
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HANDS & FEET OF JESUS

Photos by Patrick Dennis, Sam Evans and Brian Blackwell
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HANDS & FEET OF JESUS

Photos by Patrick Dennis, Sam Evans and Brian Blackwell
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OCTOBER IS PASTOR AND MINISTER APPRECIATION MONTH

Use this opportunity to express your appreciation to those who serve the Lord and you!

Here are some ideas to get you started:

» Pray for them during a worship service

» Organize a prayer calendar and ask members to sign up
for a day to pray for the pastor/staff

« Plan a church-wide fellowship

« Give them a love gift from the congregation
(a love offering or gift cards to local restaurants)

» Include appreciation for the entire family LOUISIANA BAPTISTS

= Write/send personal notes/cards PASTORAL LEADERSHIP
» Offer to mow the yard, clean the house, or wash their car
« Be faithful in attendance and giving

LouisianaBaptists.org/Pastors

September 30, 2021 ® www.baptistmessage.com @ Louisiana Baptist Message
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Georgia Barnette Offering helps rescue
women and children from sex trafficking

By Brian Blackwell
Message staff writer

MONROE, La. (LBM) —
Lindsey Crawford had not
realized how prevalent sex
trafficking was in her com-
munity until
she met a young
mother who
was a former
victim.

For several
weeks, Craw-
ford could
not forget the
incident and
asked God how
she could be a
part of the fight
to end human
trafficking in her home-
town and beyond. What
resulted was the creation of
“Freedom13,” a jail ministry
that focuses on outreach to
formerly trafficked people
in northeast Louisiana with
the intentions of rebuilding

Lindsey Crawford

their dignity.

The ministry’s name is
based on Galatians 5:13:
“For you were called to
freedom, brothers. Only do
not use your freedom as an
opportunity for the flesh,
but through
love serve one
another.”

“At ‘Free-
dom13’ we want
to provide op-
portunities for
women to start
over,” Crawford
said. “But more
than that, we
want women
to know how
important they
are to the Lord, to us, and
to the Body of Christ. We
hope they will find or be
reminded of their Gospel-
centered, God-given pur-
pose and walk it out, every
day.”

Since its founding,

We must go to the nearby towns, so that
| can tell the good news to those people.
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“Freedom13” has helped
rescue more than 20 wom-
en and children from the
sex trafficking industry and
offers them resources to
gain a new life through a
12-month trauma-informed
program. The ministry is
part of the network “Pur-
chased: Not For Sale,”
which has other locations
in Lafayette, Shreveport
and Las Vegas, Nevada.
Additionally, through its
jail ministry in Lincoln and
Ouachita parishes, “Free-
dom13” staff and volunteers
have counseled more than
10 women who have accept-
ed Christ, distributed 250
Bibles, taught Bible study,
life skills, and trauma-based
classes to 200 women and
helped six women transi-
tion out of incarceration
into a life of independence.
Looking to the future,
Crawford is excited about
continued opportunities to

STATE
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OFFERING
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Freedom13 in Monroe has shared the hope of Christ with women and
children who have fallen victim to sex trafficking.

help women and children
who are rescued from the
sex trafficking industry,
and he thanked Louisiana
Baptists for their support
through the Georgia Bar-
nette State Missions Offer-
ing.
“Our partnership with
the LBC has been an an-
swer to prayer. We are so
thankful for the church
partnerships made possible
because of Georgia Barnette
and give all the praise to
the Lord for what He will
do through this state-wide
offering,” Crawford said.
“Please pray the Lord will
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bring women for us to
minister to in His timing
and for wisdom as we seek
creative ways to serve our
community during this
unique time in our culture.
Pray we keep the Gospel
at the center of all we do.
Without Jesus, we can do
nothing worth doing.”
Sept. 12-19 was set aside
as the Week of Prayer
for state missions and
ministries. More informa-
tion about the offering is
available online at www.
GeorgiaBarnette.org. This
year’s offering goal is $1.7
million.
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Steven Kelly to be nominated for first vice president

By Brian Blackwell

Message staff writer

MONROE, La. (LBM) —

Steven Kelly, pastor of Bay-
ou Vista Baptist Church in
Morgan City and director
of missions for Gulf Coast

Louisiana Baptist Children’s Home & Family Ministries

Full-Time Cottage Parents

on Monroe Campus!

Husband and wife teams are need-
ed. Full-time positions include sal-
ary, benefits, paid vacation, and
training. Basic job description is
to provide love, care, and hope in
Christ for children in need. Appli-
cants should not have children liv-
ing at home under the age of 18.
Must have a sense of call and com-
mitment to a ministry of service to
children and be active members of a
local Southern Baptist church. Part-
time positions are also available.

Send resume to:
Susan Nolan at >
snolan@Ilbch.org o
or LBCH, 1-
PO Box 4196,

Monroe, LA 71211.
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With Dr. Jamie Dew,

President, New Orleans

Baptist Theological
Seminary
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Northwest Louisiana
Baptist Association

Shreveport

Baptist Association, will
be nominated for first vice
president of the Louisiana
Baptist Convention during
the 2021 annual meeting,
according to Ron Thomp-
son.

Thompson, association-
al mission strategist for
District 8 Baptist Conven-
tion, confirmed to the
Baptist Message, Sept. 22,
that he intended to make
the nomination.

The LBC annual meet-
ing is scheduled to be held
Nov. 16 in the North Mon-
roe Baptist Church.

STATEMENT OF SUPPORT

Thompson said he was
motivated to make the
nomination because of
Kelly’s example as a pastor
and a director of missions.

“I believe Steve is the
type of leader we need in
Louisiana to help us ac-
complish the great com-
mission in these challeng-
ing times,” Thompson told
the Baptist Message. “He
has been faithful to his
family, his church and to

the Georgia Barnette State

the Cooperative Program
and believes in missions in
all that he does.

“Steve is evangelistic,
innovative, and faithful,”
he continued. “Steve has
taken on the challenge
of full-time ministry and
bi-vocational associational
leadership.”

BY THE NUMBERS

The database of the
Annual Church Profile
shows that Bayou Vista
Baptist Church gave 6.4
percent of its undesignated
gifts through the Coop-
erative Program in 2020
to support cooperative
missions and ministries.
Last year, those contribu-
tions amounted to $23,908
through CP and $12,999
to the Gulf Coast Baptist
Association from undesig-
nated receipts amounting
to $370,717.

The congregation also
supported the Lottie Moon
Christmas Offering, $6,163,
the Annie Armstrong Eas-
ter Offering, $2,675, and

OCT. 19

Morehouse and
Northeast Baptist
Associations

Monroe
9:30am

Y PREVIEWS

OCT. 19

Cenla Baptist
Association
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Missions Offering, $3,274.

Additionally, Bayou
Vista Baptist averaged 118
in Sunday worship ser-
vice and baptized three
new believers this year.
The congregation has
witnessed 189 baptisms
combined during Kelly’s
tenure, 2009-2021.

In the aftermath of
Hurricane Ida, Bayou Vista
Baptist Church is serv-
ing as a host site for the
Oklahoma Baptist Disaster
Relief team that is minis-
tering to the community.

CANDIDATE’S RESPONSE

“I was approached by a
friend in our state who is
well respected in our Bap-
tist work, and he said he
and others felt I would be
a good candidate for this
position,” Kelly said. “T
support the ongoing work
of the LBC and wanted to
do what I could to encour-
age the work by doing my
part.”

See KELLY, page 17
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CENLA Pregnancy Center banquet celebrates ‘Gift of Life’

~ -.:-h-""- )

By Brian Blackwell
Message staff writer

ALEXANDRIA, La.
(LBM) — Pro-life support-
ers have a chance to be
part of modern-day mira-
cles taking place through
the CENLA
Pregnancy
Center, for-
mer Planned

Parenthood
clinic direc-
tor Abby
.38 Johnson said
Abby Johnson  during the
center’s an-
nual Gift of Life Banquet,
Sept. 14.
“Everyday miracles are
taking place at CENLA

Pregnancy Center,” John-
son told a crowd of nearly
900 gathered inside the
Randolph Riverfront
Center. “Every time a
woman walks in and she
hears about the Lord, it’s

a miracle. Every time a
mother walks in and learns
how to be a better mom,
what to expect when she
is pregnant, when she has
a baby, that’s a miracle.
There are miracles taking
place every single day here
in your community. And
what an amazing oppor-
tunity it is that you get to
be a part of those miracles,
that you get to invest in
the miracles that God is

Brian Blackwell photo

Nearly 900 supporters gathered inside the Randolph Riverfront Center in Alexandria on Sept. 14 to celebrate how God has moved through the CENLA
Pregnancy Center. The annual Gift of Life Banquet netted $363,713.77 and featured keynote speaker Abby Johnson, a former Planned Parenthood
clinic director who left the organization in 2009 and founded a pro-life organization that reaches men and women faced with difficult pregnancy

decisions.

doing right here in your
community.

Johnson was the key-
note speaker for the
fundraiser, which netted
$363,713.77 for the CENLA
Pregnancy Center. The
event also featured re-
marks by other pro-life
advocates, musical enter-
tainment by a Louisiana
College graduate who now
is a Southern Gospel re-
cording artist in Nashville,
Tenn., and an announce-
ment that the center will

PBC Deville ‘ ~ PBC Horseshoe Drive
722 Philadelphia Road, 2022 Horseshoe Drive,
Deville, LA US 71328 Alexandria, LA US 71301
Office Hours Office Hours
8:00 AM to 4:00 PM (M-F) 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM (M-F)
Contact us Contact us
318.442.0754 318443.3692
info@pbeministry.com EAI]I’!I'LI?PCE}I{I[)JIIE{{C[AH hdinfo@pbcministry.com

Philadelphia Baptist Church, a growing church in central Louisiana with a proud
past and a promising future, one church in two locations is currently searching for:

» Afulltime Minister of Students at our Deville campus. We are looking for
the God called dynamic person who will lead our active Youth and College
Ministries to serve the needs of our students.

« Afulltime Preschool/Children Ministry Director at our Alexandria campus.
We are looking for a God called energetic person to lead our growing
ministry with a heart for children and their parents.

Part-time Pianist at our Deville campus responsible for playing for

congregational worship services, accompanying musical groups in
rehearsals and worship services and assisting in other musical activities
of the church. Must possess excellent musical skills and a strong sense
of responsibility, timeliness, and ability to work as a vital team member.

Competitive salary available.

We offer a competitive salary and excellent benefits. Interested applicants can
check us out at pbeministry.com. If you wish to be considered, please email your
résumé to Sissy Franks, Administrator, at sissy@pbcministry.com. Come join us
as we seek to Love God, Love Each Other, and Show Others God's Love.

Drive in Alexandria since
December 2017, CENLA
Pregnancy Center has

open its third location in
Vidalia next year. CENLA
Pregnancy Center current-
ly has locations in Alexan-
dria and Marksville.

CHANGED LIVES

Located on the Loui-
siana Baptist Building

campus at 1254 MacArthur See GIFT OF LIFE, page 14

LOCATED IN DOWNTOWN ALEXANDRIA,

Our sales staff can assist you with personalized group
itineraries, hotel leads, planning guides, and tours. Being
centrally located in the middle of the state, the area offers

a wide variety of venues, historical sites, and unique
[.ouisiana ex'periences in and around the
“Heart” of Louisiana.

eater

1.800.551.9546 ® 318-442-9546 ® randolphriverfrontcenter.com

sol
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Gift Of I.ife from page 13

served 964 women through
pregnancy decision coach-
ing (by trained advocates),
free pregnancy tests, free
ultrasounds, information
about pregnancy options,
referrals for mental health
counselor and obstetrician-
gynecologists, safe house
and affordable housing rec-
ommendations, adoption
support (referrals to assist
expectant mothers with an
adoption plan and limited
financial assistance) and
post-decision support that
includes parenting educa-
tion as well as recovery
groups for those who re-
gret having an abortion.

Additionally, the cen-
ter meets basic needs for
mothers and babies by
distributing diapers, food,
baby beds, hygiene prod-
ucts, car seats, clothing as
well as limited stipends to
assist women with rent or
other needs.

In all, 155 babies have
been saved (out of 171
unborn children of moth-
ers who considered abor-
tion) during the few years
that the ministry has been
fully operational (services
were limited by state re-
strictions at times during
2020).

More than 200 church-
es of multiple Christian
denominations worked
together to establish the

pregnancy resource cen-
ter, a non-profit, pro-life
organization to provide
compassionate support

to women and men faced
with difficult pregnancy
decisions.

First Baptist Pollock
was instrumental early in
the process, when they
began praying in January
2014 for the establishment
of a pregnancy care cen-
ter in central Louisiana.
Originally, they pondered
setting up a center in
the back of their church
property. But hundreds of
churches, business leaders
and other pro-life advo-
cates in central Louisiana
learned about the idea and
began contributing money
and other forms of sup-
port.

By December 2016,

a nine-person board of
trustees had been formed,
with members, then, from
Big Creek, Central Loui-
siana and North Rapides
Baptist Associations. Then
a $1 annual lease was
signed in 2017 for use of
the 5,660-sq.-ft. facility,

a $72,000 annual benefit
provided by the Louisiana
Baptist Convention.

CHANGED HEART

Johnson left Planned
Parenthood after she

assisted with an ultra-
sound-guided abortion
on Sept. 26, 2009, and
watched a 13-week-old
baby die fighting for its
life. She quickly departed
the nation’s largest abor-
tion provider, vowing to
become an advocate for
life inside the womb and
to expose the lies of the
abortion industry. John-
son now travels around
the globe to share her sto-
ry and has helped more
than 430 former abortion
clinic workers leave the
industry through her
ministry, And Then There
Were None.

“People assume that
watching this baby on
the ultrasound screen
being aborted was the
worst part,” Johnson said.
“That was a terrible loss,
but it wasn't the worst
part. The worst part came
later. The worst part
was actually knowing
when I could have done
something to intervene,

I just stood there and did
nothing. I just watched.
I remember wanting to
go out and say stop, but I
didn’t. I just stood there.”

Johnson encouraged
participants to join her
in the fight to save lives
of the unborn by donat-
ing to pro-life causes,
preaching messages from
the pulpit and showing
up to minister to women
who are about to enter
a Planned Parenthood

less among us, for
those that are not
yet born,” Brooks
prayed. “We
know that no one
really wants to
have an abortion,
they just feel

like they have no
other choice. But
they do have a
choice. They can
choose life. Lord,
we pray that you

Brian Blackwell photo

CENLA Pregnancy Center Executive Director
Claire Lemoine told the large crowd she was
thankful for God’s faithfulness to allow her and
her team to minister to women and do their part

to help save the unborn.

clinic.
“I can’t end abortion
alone,” she said. “I can’t

end it by myself. CENLA

Pregnancy Center can't
end abortion by them-
selves. It is going to take
all of us. It is going to
take the entire body of
Christ to end this.”

OTHER HIGHLIGHTS

David Brooks, pastor

of Calvary Baptist Church

in Alexandria, in his
prayer to open the ban-
quet asked God to grant
wisdom to the CENLA
Pregnancy Center staff

and others who stand for

life.

“Dear Jesus, we come
to you to pray for the
most innocent and help-

LOUISIANA
BAPTIST
FOUNDATION

LOUISIANA LEGACY

FAMILY & KINGDOM™

Impacting Now
And Next Generations!

Donating appreciated stock or other
marketable securities to ministry
organizations is beneficial to the
donor and is an investment in the
Kingdom now that can help spread
the Gospel to next generations!

Contact the Foundation
for more information.
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A

+ Money Management for Churches
+ Planned Giving for Individuals
+ Estate Stewardship for Churches
+ ChurchBiz Central™

* Church Loans

+ Payroll Services
« Capital/Stewardship Campaigns

1-877-523-4636

contact@LBFinfo.org
www.LBFinfo.org

LOUISIANA
@ BAPTIST
FOUNDATION
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will touch each of

their hearts so

they will choose

life.”

“God has

transformed

so many lives

by this minis-
try,” CENLA Pregnancy
Center Board President
and First Baptist Church
in Pollock Pastor Brian
Gunter said. "And I'm
so thankful for what the
Lord has done. There is
not really one person
who can take credit
because this is ultimately
God’s ministry. This is
something he is doing.
Who knows what the
Lord has ahead for Cenla
Pregnancy Center and all
the other centers that we
hope to see in the future.”

CENLA Pregnancy
Center Executive Di-
rector Claire Lemoine
said she was reminded
through the banquet of
God’s faithfulness as they
minister to women and
do their part to help save
the unborn.

“A team of dedicated,
passionate people pushed
through challenging
times to orchestrate a
night which allowed
almost 900 people to
hear a message of utmost
importance,” Lemoine
told the Baptist Message.
“Everyone gathered in
the Riverfront Center
heard the powerful mes-
sage of God’s mercy and
the truth, lies and evil
of the abortion industry.
We pray people took this
message home and al-
lowed it to sink into their
hearts. When hearts are
transformed and convict-
ed in the truth, people
act. People want to make
a change and want to be
part of building God’s
kingdom. This night gave
them that opportunity.”

For more informa-
tion about the CENLA
Pregnancy Center, visit
cenlapc.com.
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Price Harris to be second vice president nominee

By Brian Blackwell
Message staff writer

MONROE, La. (LBM) -
Evangelist Price Harris will
be nominated for second vice
president of the Louisiana
Baptist Convention during
the 2021 annual meeting.

James Hester, pastor of
Social Springs Baptist Church
in Ringgold, confirmed to the
Baptist Message, Sept. 22, his
intention to make the nomi-
nation.

The LBC annual meeting
is scheduled to be held Nov.
16 in the North Monroe Bap-
tist Church.

STATEMENT OF SUPPORT

Hester said his plan to
nominate the candidate
was due in large part due to
Harris's passion for sharing
the Gospel and desire to see
the state and world turn to
Christ.

“I am nominating Brother
Price Harris because he epito-
mizes Christian servitude,”
Hester told the Baptist Mes-
sage. “His unwavermg faith-

-

fulness spans decades and he
continues to be a bold Gospel
witness at home and to the
nations at 80 years old. I see
in him the fruit of the Spirit,
and he has set an example
worthy for Louisiana Baptists
and all believers to follow.”

CANDIDATE'S RESPONSE

Harris, who is a member
at Calvary Baptist Church
in Shreveport, said he has
enjoyed serving Louisiana
Baptist churches in his evan-
gelistic ministry and would
use this opportunity to give
back to them.

“Since evangelism is my
focus, I also would look
forward to helping others
develop a greater passion for
sharing the Gospel,” Har-
ris said. “I feel like we have
better days ahead and I want
evangelism to be a vital part
of our mission as we move
forward as a Convention.”

BY THE NUMBERS

The database of the An-

nual Church Profile shows

OCTOBER 15-16, 2021 =« TALL TIMBERS

that Calvary Baptist gave 0.5
percent of its undesignated
gifts through the Cooperative
Program to support coopera-
tive missions and ministries
in 2020, amounting to $7,800
from undesignated receipts of
$1,506,396. Calvary also con-
tributed $6,000 to the North-
west Baptist Association. The
congregation supported the
Lottie Moon Christmas Offer-
ing with a gift of $8,565.
Calvary Baptist aver-
aged 643 in Sunday worship
service and baptized 27 new
believers in 2020.

PERSONAL DATA

A native of Tupelo,
Miss., Harris has served as
an evangelist since starting
Price Harris Evangelism in
1989. While his music and
missions ministry has taken
him around the state and
world, he has particularly
enjoyed developing strong
relationships with the local
church and others in Jamaica,
Romania, Mexico, Brazil, and
the Philippines. Harris has
led more than 500 people on

A weekend of encouragement through Bible study, worship,
fellowship and relaxation for Louisiana Baptist Ministers’ Wives.

' WOMEN’S MISSIONS & MINISTRY

Please email WMM@LouisianaBaptists.org or call Women’s Missions and Ministry
at 1.800.622.6549 or 318.448.3402 for additional information.

more than 50 foreign mission
trips.

Before he started Price
Harris Evangelism, Harris
was on staff as a music and
youth minister at Hickory
Baptist Church in Meridian,
Mississippi, Richton Bap-
tist Church in Hattiesburg,
Mississippi, Calvary Baptist
Church in Columbia, Missis-
sippi, First Baptist Church in
Union, Mississippi, and First
Baptist Church in Satsuma,
Alabama. He also served

as the single adult minister
at Calvary Baptist Church,
Shreveport, Louisiana.

Harris and his wife, Ann
Leonard, have been mar-
ried 58 years and have two
children and eight grandchil-
dren.

Harris holds the Bachelor
of Music in church music
from William Carey College
in Hattiesburg, Mississippi,
where, in June, he was in-
ducted into the school’s Hall
of Fame.
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* NO BOOKING FEE REQUIRED

FOR BOOKING INFORMATION OR T0 CONTACT THE QUARTET:
Call: Dave Parker 337.855.3292 @ Mark Fallon 337.930.1699
E-mail: dtparker55@camtel.net @ Website: http://www.mastersd.webs.com
Follow us on facebook at MASTERS4 Southern Gospel Quartet

Music/Worship Leader:
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Missionary, minister residential care programs resume

By Brian Blackwell excited to offer tion. That's why  the ministers
Message staff writer the opportunity the programis  in our pro-
for ministers so important. gram.
MONROE, La. (LBM) and missionar- It provides the David
- After COVID-19 tem- ies to rest while support min- Rhymes, who
porarily halted a program  they seek God’s isters needs to participated
that assists ministers and ~ direction for make important  in the pro-

missionaries, the Louisiana their future decisions as God gram in 2018,

Baptist Children’s Home plans. leads.” said his fam-
and Family Ministries has “Ministers §  Dennis ily received
restarted the Ministerial have benefitted ' Phelps will much en-
Care Residential Program.  greatly from serve as director ~couragement

The program that began  the program,”  peyry Hancock of the program, at LBCHFM
in 2018 will host its first Hancock said. and he will be when they Dennis Phel

. “ X ps

approved applicants as They have the director of  returned to
soon as Sept. 1. Louisi- been able to rest from the  church and alumni rela- the United

States during a stateside
assignment as IMB mis-
sionaries. Rhymes now
serves as pastor of fam-
ily discipleship at First
Baptist Church in Baton
Rouge.

“What began as normal
stateside assignment from
the mission field turned
into a period of transition
and uncertainty,” Rhymes
said. “God used our Loui-
siana Baptist Children’s

challenging demands of
ministry. That may sound
‘elementary’ but burnout
is an ever-present possibil-
ity in ministry.

“I believe that the pro-
gram has also helped some
to refocus or clarify God’s
call for their ministry,” he
continued. “Some have
discovered that, rather
than being a senior pas-
tor, they need to serve in
a different ministry posi-

tions. Phelps was called

to vocational ministry,
licensed and ordained

at College Place Baptist
Church in Monroe and
has more than 40 years of
ministry experience as a
pastor, seminary professor
and interim pastor.

“Dr. Phelps is a gifted
preacher and a great en-
courager,” Hancock said.
“He will serve well as a
compassionate mentor for

ana Baptist terminated
missionaries, and Inter-
national Mission Board
missionaries on stateside
assignment, transition-
ing to a new ministry or
recently retired will be
eligible to receive a free
apartment on the LBCH-
FM'’s campus in Monroe
for up to one year.
LBCHFM President and
CEO Perry Hancock told
the Baptist Message he is

LOUISIANA COLLEGE e
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Home to
provide our
family a place
to live while
we prayerful-
ly sought the
Spirit’s guid-
ance. What a
blessing.

“Of all
the things
we needed
to process

during this
season of life,
housing was
one of them,” he contin-
ued. “This allowed us to
focus on our family and
feel a sense of normalcy.
We are forever grateful to
LBCH for serving our fam-
ily in this way.”

For more information
on the Ministerial Care
Residential Program,
visit https://www.lbch.
org/ministercare.php, e-
mail home@lbch.org or
call 318.343.2244.

BRITTANY JONES, EsQ.
DIRECTOR, ADVOCACY FOR

FAMILY POLICY ALLIANCE OF KANSAS

LC ALUM CLASS OF 2014

s00.487.1906  Lacoleceeoy ) ©
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Louisiana College’s C3 speaker declares CRT unbiblical

By Staff
Baptist Message

PINEVILLE, La. (LCNews)
-- “CRT bears witness to the
reality of whether or not you
believe the Bible is true,” Dale
Clayton said, Sept. 20, as the
keynote speaker for Louisi-
ana College’s annual Christ
Church Culture Conference.

“You have to question if
you really believe in the Bible
or not,” Clayton, vice presi-
dent of Coaches’” Ministries at
Nations of Coaches, empha-
sized. “If you believe in the
CRT junk, you've got a blind
mind.”

Critical Race Theory is an
academic and social move-
ment based on claims that
U.S. law and institutions are
inherently racist and func-
tion to create and maintain
social, economic and political
inequalities between whites
(oppressors) and minorities,
in particular blacks, (op-
pressed).

KEI Iy from page 12

PERSONAL DATA

A native of Chalmette,
Kelly has served on staff of
churches in other areas of the
state, as well as in Iowa and
Mississippi. Before serving
with Bayou Vista Baptist
Church, Kelly was the pastor
of Circle Baptist Church,
Baker, First Baptist Church,
Doyline, and First Baptist
Church, Many, in Louisiana.

He also served as a
summer missionary in San
Francisco, California, where
he sensed the call to ministry
as well as met his wife, Tam-
milee, who was a partner on
his team during the summer
of 1986. The couple has three
children, Andrew, Adam and
Sarah, and one grandchild.

In 2015, Kelly became
director of missions for the
Gulf Coast Baptist Asso-

ViSit from page 2

tist Disaster Relief team
members who are working
out of Woodland Park Bap-
tist Church in Hammond.

“You love people,” Lit-
ton told the Arkansas team.
“You don't ask people what
their politics are before you
feed them. You don't ask
their skin color. You just say,
‘We love you in the name of
Jesus.”

“If you buy into this, you “[CRT is] saying the Gos-
are buying into destruction pel }}’as no power to change
of the United States,” Clayton ~ you,” Clayton emphasized.
observed. “CRT has no place for the

LC President Rick Brewer ~ Gospel.”
told the crowd that CRT Critical Race Theory

writes white people com-

pletely out of the conversa-
tion, Clayton said. The only
opinions or solutions that
matter are those of minori-
ties. Whites have no opinion
of value to right any wrongs
or perceived wrongs.

“It’s just wrong,” Clayton
said. “It’s just as wrong as
what whites did to blacks.”

Based on reporting by
Sierra Boudreaux and Vic-
toria Watson of Wildcats
Media.

is surging among diversity
training programs and public
policy positions by govern-
ments, corporations and edu-
cational systems of all levels
nationwide.

“Equity. Social justice.
Inclusion. These are CRT buzz
words,” Brewer said. “Equity
sounds non-threatening as
opposed to neo-Marxism. But
this will be the end of feder-
alism and of free speech in
America.”

Clayton said the biggest
problem with CRT is its lack
of room for Christ in the
equation.

“Jesus has no place in the
resolution of the problem,” he
said. “If you're white, you'll
always be white, so you can't
not be racist. If you believe
that youre dumber than dirt.

ROOFING

An Owens Corning PLATINUM Contractor

ciation, an association of 15
churches primarily in St.
Mary Parish. During his time
as bi-vocational DOM, Kelly
has continued to serve as a
full-time pastor.

Kelly earned the Bachelor
of Science from the Univer-
sity of New Orleans and the
Master of Divinity from New
Orleans Baptist Theological
Seminary.

\
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DAVIS CHURCH PEW UP-
HOLSTERY, 4313 Hwy. 18
East Quitman, Mississippi
39355 Melton & Sandra Davis.
30-plus years of experience,
Family-Owned and Oper-
ated. Variety of fabrics avail-
able. Work done on-site. ALL
WORK GUARANTEED. Call
for estimates: 601.776.6617.
If remodeling your sanctuary,
please give us a call about up-
holstering your pews!

HISTORIC Appalachian Pine
1x6 Bead Board/V-Grove or
Ship Lap/Nickel Gap - 69
cents a foot by the board
or 65 cents a foot bundle
quality. Call 318.757.8482 for
more information.

WALTERS DIRT SER-
VICE, “You Call We Haul”
fill  dirt, limestone and
more. 318.729.2193 or
318.793.5144.

EARNESTLITTLE available for
supply, interim and revivals in
the Central Louisiana area.
Please call 318.663.2770.

UNITY BAPTIST CHURCH in
Cotton Valley, LA is seeking a
part-time minister of music.
Email resumes to cvunitybc@
gmail.com.

Call Rhonda Havens at
318.449.43510r877.234.3832
to place your ads.

Petrus

FEED / SEED / FERTILIZER
FARM / LAWN & GARDEN
SUPPLIES

2914 N Bolton Ave,
Alexandria, LA
318.443.5929 / 318.442.2325

FULL-TIME PASTOR

Beech Springs Baptist Church
in Quitman, LA s searching
for a full-time pastor.
Please send résumés to:
Bobby Linton
185 Gladway Road
Quitman, LA 71268

Board Camp, Arkansas is
seeking afull time pastor.
squiBaard Camp is located
| P 10 miles east of
Mena, 72 miles west
/01 Hot Springs. Please send
résumé to Bill McCourtney,
228 Dogwood Springs Lane,
Mena AR 71953 or
 barmeranch@yahoo.com

YOUTH MINISTER  FULLTINE PASTOR i

First Baptist Church in Coushatta, First Baptist Church,
LA, is seeking a full-time A Mansfield is seeking
el 'q._‘

youth minister. Email résumeés a full-time pastor.

to jnathandavis@yahoo.com ' e The churchis located
or mail to First Baptist Church, at 1710 McArthur Drive,
P0 465, Coushatta, LA ?IOEK s Mansfield, LA.

For more information Please send your
call 318.932.4023.

www.fbecoushatta.com,

résume to
churchoffice@firstmansfield.or

EEKING LEAD PASTOR

Satsuma Baptist Church
is seeking a lead pastor.

SEEKING A FULL-TIME
OR BI-VOCATIONAL

PASTOR

Trinity Baptist Church
in Oakdale, LA is

seeking a bi-vocational v sats”ma Baptist Church

or full-time pastor. Attn: Pastor Search Committee
Please send résumés to: _ _2933ﬂ S. SatsumaRd _
Pastor Search Committee, Livingston, LA 70754 or email
P 0 Box 748, Oakdale, LA 71463. psc@satsumabaptist.org

FULL-TIME PASTOR

f;;g’ﬁfﬁﬂ?scah”mh Unity Baptist Church in Cotton Valley
gmw"% mﬂ'gregamn is seeking a full-time pastor. Please
Witha strong uniied mail résumés to Unity Baptist Church,

P 0 Box 606, Cotton Valley, LA 71018
or email rwe.handyman@yahoo.com.

staff. We are looking
for a full-time senior pastor.
Our address is 2810 Hwy. 80,
Haughton, LA 71037

Please email résumés to
eastwoodsearch@outlook.com.

SEEKING A FULL-TIME
OR BI-VOCATIONAL

PASTOR

First Baptist Church in
New Iberia, LA is seeking a
bi-vocational or full-time pastor.
Please mail résumés to
Pastor Search Committee,
210 East St. Peter St.,
New Iberia, LA 70560 or
email to atrainer@cox.net.

F-B-C

5(( /NH(((J {//

Loving God. Loving People

PASTOR OF YOUTH &
FAMILY DISCIPLESHIP

First Baptist Church in St. Francisville, LA
is seeking a full-time pastor of youth and
family discipleship. Visit our website at
www.fbesfla.com for a job description.
Résumés can be sent to resume@fhcsfla.com

Sandy Creek Baptist Church s seeking a

WORSHIP MINISTER

REQUIREMENTS:

-Has a personal and growing

relationship with Jesus Christ
-Possess fundamental music
and media skills

2y SEEKING A PART-TIME

‘//,‘-l YOUTH MINISTER

{ % Goodwill Baptist Church
. inOakGrove, LA s

seeking a part-time

4 youth minister. Please

mail résumés to

~Goodwill Baptist Church,

|
; 4/ -Ability/desire to lead traditional
1393 Hwy 2, .
/J; 0ak Grove, Ijty 71263, 'y & m(.)dem WI?fShlp styles
For more information *l‘ Email your r_esumé to_
al3iga8215. Y™ Sandycreekinfo@gmail.com

FULL-TIME
PASTOR

Leesville First Baptist, Leesville, LA |
is seeking a full-time pastor.
Please send résumés to:
Roger Rolon
399 Liberty Creek Road,
Leesville, LA 71446
or First Baptist Church,
P.0. Box 1568
Leesville, LA 71496

THE CLSSFIE

HIT THE MARK

EVERY TIME

_ E =.L-4.~_._“ BE
7 7 m WWW. guifshorescondos com
/ C

all: Donna at 251.656.4935
Don at 251.752.2366

Seeking a full time

STUDENT MINISTER

Houston River Baptists Church in Sulphur, La.
Seeks a full time student minister

Send resumes to:

Email: HRBCStudentMINSC@gmail.com

Mail: 110 W. Houston River Rd.

Sulphur, La70663
Description: Be an advocate for youth and young adults and

educate the youth about the hopes, concerns and the needs
of the youth in the church.

HOUSTON RIVER BAPTISTS CHURCH
Sulphur, LA
Seeks a Full Time Worship Minster

Applicants must be capable of leading
multiple styles of worship

SEND RESUMES TO:

Email; Search CommitteeHRBC2021@gmail.com
Mail: 110 W. Houston River Rd.

Sulphur, LA70663

Description: Work closely with the pastor in creating worship services and
teams that help with the congregation (Planning weekly worship service,
and recruiting musicians.

RUBBER STAMPS
SIGNS — BADGES
SEALS — FLAGS
BRONZE PLAQUES

\TEN Ol
(), est, 1867

Manufacturers of
MARKING DEVICES

SINCE 1867
4315 Bienville St. — New Orleans

504.525.2128

IXSON BROTHERS

FUNERAL HOMES

H

701 Jackson St. ® Alexandria, LA 71301 ® 318.442.3363
2701 Military Hwy ® Pineville, LA 71360 ® 318.640.1678
11886 Hwy. 84 West ® Jena, LA 71342 @ 318.992.4158
445 W Bontemps St. ® Marksville, LA 71351 ® 318.253.5979
www.hixsonbrothers.com

Ntace 90T

Family Health Insurance
at Group Rates

GROUP, INDIVIDUAL, MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS, DENTAL
Call or email for a free quote!!

Melvin Thomas

318.795.4924
melvin.thomas@bchbsla.com

411 Ashlgy Ridge Blvd., Shreveport, LA 71106
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EDITOR’S NOTE: Do you have a Revival,
Homecoming, a new pastor, a community
outreach or a concert? The Baptist Mes-
sage would love to share your church
news with the rest of the state. It is very
easy to do, just send in your informa-
tion (who, what, where and when)
to philip@baptistmessage.com or call
318.449.4345. To get your event in the
paper, please submit your information
three weeks prior to the event.

ON THE MOVE

M Chris Stephens is the new pastor at
Rocky Springs Baptist Church, Lishon.

B Randy Burdeaux has resigned as
pastor of Mt. Vernon Baptist Church,
West Monroe.

M Bill Fowler is the new pastor at Twin
Oaks Baptist Church, Bastrop.

B Brandon Gill is the new pastor at
Pine Ridge Baptist Church, DeRidder.

W Jerry, wife Sonja, Medlin is the
new executive pastor at First Baptist
Church, Lafayette from First Baptist,
Rogers, Arkansas.

B Berkley Boyd retired as pastor at
Magnolia Baptist Church after 52 years
of service in the gospel ministry.

B Brock, wife Netta, Hoffpauir is
the new pastor at Moreauville Commu-
nity Church, Moreauville.

B Thumper Miller resigned as pastor
of First Baptist Church, Mansfield at the
end of June 2021. He is currently doing
pulpit supply.

M Nelson, wife Haleigh, Molnar is
the new student pastor at First Baptist
Church, Vidalia.

M Christi Gibson has resigned as min-
ister of education at First Baptist Church,
New Orleans to begin a new ministry
traveling and encouraging churches
around the country.

B Chad Logan is the new pastor at
North Acres Baptist Church, Minden.

M Jonathan Young is the new worship
leader at First Baptist Church, Archibald.

M David, wife Joan, Richmond is the
new pastor at New Light Baptist Church,
Mangham.

B Will Englerth will be ordained for
the Gospel ministry October 17, 3:00
p.m. at Conway Baptist Church, located
at 4323 HWY 549 in the Conway com-
munity in Union Parish. The council will
meet at 2 p.m. Friends and family are
invited to attend.

HOMECOMING

B New Prospect Baptist Church, Du-
bach: 150th annual Homecoming,
October 3, 10:30 a.m. Speaker: Marvin
Winham. Special Music: Mary Auld
and Lane Brown will be bringing the
special music, along with our NPBC
Choir. A covered dish lunch will follow
the worship service. Pastor:

B New Prospect Baptist Church, Dry
Prong: 97th annual Homecoming,
October 10., 10 a,m. Dinner will be
served after the service. Speaker: John
Willie, pastor of Alpine Baptist
Church. Worship: Robert Willie. Pas-
tor: Trey Lewis.

REVIVAL

B Bethel Baptist Church, Colfax: Fall
Revival, October 3-6. Evangelist: Gary
Bowlin. Pastor: Carl Gulde.

B New Hope Baptist Church, Elmer:
Revival, October 10-13; Sunday, 11 a.m.
and 6:30 p.m.; Monday-Wednesday,
6:30 nightly. Evangelist: Sam Moore.
Worship: The Mackey Willis Family.
Pastor: Rob McLane.

B Mt. Carmel Baptist Church, DeRidder:
Revival, October 10-13, 6 p.m. Speaker:
Dennis, wife Laura, Leavell. The
church is located at 8553 Hwy 464, De-
Ridder, La. Pastor: Paul Moore.

B Pioneer Baptist Church, Pioneer: Re-
vival, October 23-27, Saturday will be
a Revival Kick-Off Concert at 6:30 p.m.
with Ben Waites, Sunday 10:45a.m. &

' LOUISIANA BAPTIST

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

The Louisiana Baptist
Federal Credit Union
in Alexandria, LA
is seeking applicants
for the manager position.
Applications are
available on the
credit union’s website:
www.labaptistfcu.com/application

e i T ]

NCUA |
OUR DIFFERENCE |

J. Faith

Office: 318.449.4357 Toll Free: 877.234-3236

e Family e Service

e Stewardship g

Submitted photo

Friendship Baptist Church, Bienville, celebrated the 45 years of service
by their pianist, Jackie Lewis, on Sept. 12, 2021. The church wrote that it
was blessed by Lewis’s God-given talent and expressed hope that she will
continue blessing the church for years to come.

5 p.m. and Monday-Wednesday at 6:30
p.m. Speaker: Tim Post, pastor of
Bethel Baptist Church in Bastrop.
Worship: Ben Waites. Contact pas-
tor, Gary R. Wolfe, at 318.282.8653 for
more information. Pastor: Gary Wolfe.

M Georgetown Baptist Church, George-
town: Revival, October 24-27, Sun-
day 11 a.m. followed by dinner on the
groups and 6 p.m. Monday-Wednesday,
6:30 nightly. Evangelist: David Han-

. Scripture Crypto

na. Worship: The Lisembys. Pastor: Carl
Griffith.

W First Baptist Church, Benton: Re-
vival, October 24-27. Evangelist: Sam
Moore. Pastor: Robert Beadle.

B Cooper Baptist Church, Leesville:
Revival, October 24-27, Sunday, 11
a.m. & 6 p.m.; Monday-Wednesday, 6
p.m. Speaker: Casey Johnson. Music:
Jared Pruitt. Pastor: Edgar Evans, Sr.
W Trinity Baptist Church, Turkey Creek:

The Mackey Willis Family in con-
cert, November 7, Pastor: Eddie Doug-
las.

LAGNIAPPE

W First Baptist Church, Pineville:
First@First Business Leader Lun-
cheon, October 7, 11:45 a.m. to 1
p.m. Speaker: Louisiana College As-
sistant Professor of History Mark
Janzen. Cost: $10 (lunch catered by
Southern Creations) and open to the
business community. Please RSVP to
https://fbcpineville.secure2.agroup.
com/events/firstatfirst/2021-10-
024+11%3A50%3A00. Pastor: Stewart
Holloway.

M Palestine Baptist Church, Columbia:
Ben Waites in concert, October 10,
10 a.m. Pastor: Hudey Beaubouef.

B Toledo Bend Baptist Resort Min-
istries, Zwolle: Groundbreaking
ceremonies, October 10,2:30 p.m.
Everyone is invited to come to this cer-
emony. Toledo Bend Ministry Center
is lolcated at 3840 Carters Ferry Road
in Zwolle. For more information, call
Mary Gore at 318.452-9731.

M Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church, Colum-
bia: Ben Waites in concert, October
10, 6 p.m. Pastor: Jerry Hendrixson.

W First Baptist Church, Winnfield:
Judgement House 2021, October
13,16, 17, 20, 23, 24, 27, 30 and 31.
Pastor: Jerry Pipes.

B Mount Paran Baptist Church, Shon-
galoo: Mark Lanier Ministries in
concert, October 17, all day. Pastor:
Ed Bryan.

W (otile Baptist Church, Boyce: The
Southern Plainsmen in concert,
October 23, 5 p.m. Pastor: Joey Rud-
isill.

|

| The Scripture Crypto is a Bible verse in which one letter has been substituted for another, thus encoding the verse. To find out what the verse
is, you must determine what each letter is a substitute for. An“a," for example, may stand for a“t"in this week's issue of the ScriptureCrypto.

| Next week, “a” could stand for a “d.” Each week, each letter is different. Solve by trial and error. The answer will be given next week. Note: All |
numerals, such as those in the scripture reference after the verse, are spelled out.

Y HJVOS NVZ GYOR ECMHOYPK MPX GYOR JYCXSG MPX

| GYOR RMYC YP MCC ORS CMEVZUH VD NVZU RMPXH; NSO !

I NS OZUPSX PVO OV JS, HMYOR ORS CVUX. I

Clues:
G=W;, M=A
L — —

RMKKMY OGV:HSASPOSSP |

Answer to August 26 Scripture Crypto: |
Matthew three:four
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LOUISIANA

Children’s home opens new recreation center

By Brian Blackwell
Message staff writer

MONROE, La. (LBM)
— The Louisiana Baptist
Children’s Home and
Family Ministries has
opened a new recreation
center that not only will
provide a place to swim,
play basketball and enjoy
birthday parties but will
offer healing to the many
children on campus.

“This place will be

special because it will
be filled with joy and

laughter of our children,”

Submitted photo

The Louisiana Baptist Children’s Home dedicated and opened its new 18,300 sq.-ft. Children’s Recreation and Activity Center, Aug. 20. The ‘RAC’ in-

LBCHFM President and cludes an indoor pool, gymnasium, and gift room (Christmas and birthday surprises are processed and stored here). The facility replaces the former

CEO Perry Hancock said
during his remarks at the

gymnasium and pool which were more than 60- and 40-years-old, respectively. The project was supported by gifts from more than 800 donors.

dedication ceremony, And while they are play-  and g@ft room (Chr.istmas Though the project year. ]

Aug. 20. “For them, that  ing, God will be at work  and birthday surprises was announced in 2018 The recreation and

is more than special. healing their minds and are processed and stored ~ and set to open in 2020, activity center was made
Most of them have ex- hearts.” here), and replaces the the novel coronavirus possible through dona-
perienced neglect. Many The 18,300 sq.-ft. Chil-  former gymnasium and pandemic, hurricanes and ~ tions of more than 800
have faced abuse. But dren’s Recreation and Ac- pool, which were more unexpected rising con- donors, mCh_llelg three
here, they will be able tivity Center includes an  than 60 and 40 years old, ~ struction costs del?yed. who npade significant

to relax and enjoy life. indoor pool, gymnasium,  respectively. the dedication until this ~ donations.

The (Sum) of the: Some

STICKER SHOCK

I'm sure you've experienced it-on many
occasions:

You need just a few things from the store. You
grab a cart and mysteriously you find yourself
with lots of stuff that you didn’t have on the
list and your bill equalsa car payment!

You buy that new truck and the reality of the
payment sets in. You've got another mortgage
for the next 5-8 years!

You lower your thermostat in July, then the bill
arrives in the early part of August.

OUCH!

There is a thread of truth in the old adage,
“It all adds up!"

This is true in all other areas of life.

On one occasion as Jesus was addressing
those who gathered around him, He said, "A
farmer went out to plant his seed. While he
was planting, some seed fell by the road, and
the birds came and ate it all up. Some seed
fell on rocky ground, where there wasn't much
dirt.

That seed grew very fast, because the ground
was not deep. But. when thesun rose, the
plants dried up, because they did not have
deep roots. Some other seed fell among
tharny weeds, which grew and choked the
good plants. Some other seed fell on good
ground where'it grew and produced a crop.
Some plants made a hundred times more,
some made sixty times more, and some made
thirty times more." Mt 13:3-9, NCV.

The truth of this parable remains. Little
things, over time, produce big results. | call
this the “sum” of the "some."”

Wherever your feet take you today, you have
the opportunity to scatter seeds. Some will
make no difference. They simply bounce off
the soil and lie there unnoticed. Some appear
to take root only to quickly die. Some start
showing potential only to be choked by the
distractions of life. But some, just some, land
in good soil that has been waiting for the right
seed to be scattered at just the right time.
These seeds spout roots, break through the
soil and become visible for all to see.

The “sum™ of the “some" has great potential
—even up to a hundred times more than what
was scattered.

/z/ezeefg/eyor—r.ok

(> LOUISIANA BAPTISTS

Louisiana Baptists are scattering seeds
through our multi-media evangelism strategy,
Here for You. These are not church seeds
("Come to our building”). They are not moral
seeds ("You need to be a better person.”).
These are seeds of God's truth that have the
potential to changes lives here and hereafter.

They are seeds that lead to true freedom
(John 8:32).

You can scatter this life-changing seed.

You don't need a seminary degree. You don‘t
have to be a public speaker or an extrovert.
Simply go to HereForYou.org and share the
Here for You spots using your preferred social
media platform.

Every time you do, you are scattering “some”
seeds of God's truth with those who view your
posts.

It all begins when “some" people take a
moment to scatter “some" seeds of truth.

Will you scatter some seeds with us? The sum
of these efforts could change thousands of
lives for eternity.
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