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The Baptist Message article, “Mes-
sengers adopt 10 resolutions,” published 
June 24, should have noted that during 
the annual meeting, June 15-16, of the 
Southern Baptist Convention, the Reso-

lutions Committee tabled the proposed 
Resolution 7 they had crafted -- which 
denounced “the Capitol resurrection of 
January 6, 2021, … as inconsistent with 
faithful Christian citizenship.”

CORRECTION: SBC resolutions article

Seeds planted, harvest reaped in Coushatta Evangelist Bill 
Britt encouraged 
participants at 
the July 11 ses-
sion of the Red 
River Crusade 
and Concert to 
stay faithful to 
Christ. Ten peo-
ple came to know 
Christ during 
the four-night 
crusade at Red 
River High School 
in Coushatta.

COUSHATTA, La. (LBM) 
– A season of prayer pre-
ceded a recent four-night 
crusade at Red River High 
School in Coushatta that saw 
10 people come to Christ and 
many more seek personal 
revival.

Held July 11-14, the Red 

River Crusade and Concert 
featured messages by Bill 
Britt, founder of Compel 
Outreach in Haughton, and 
music by the Jason Lovins 
Band and the New Hope No. 
3 praise and worship team. 
Leading up to the crusade, 
Red River Parish congrega-
tions, representing multiple 
denominations, took part in 
coordinated individual times 

of prayer.
Crusade organizer Shawn 

Beard, a member of Martin 
Baptist Church in Coushatta, 
said prayer was a solid foun-
dation for a mighty move-
ment of God during the 
course of the event.

“I personally think with-
out prayer we are spinning 

As pastor, judge, McCallum serves God, Louisiana

Jay McCallum counts it a joy to serve God and country, on the Louisiana Supreme Court bench and as interim pastor for Liberty Baptist 
Church near Linville. He is only a few hours shy of completing a master’s degree at New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary, he said, 
and hopes to graduate in December.

ALEXANDRIA, La. (LBM) – 
Jay McCallum believes in public 
service, and living your whole 
life in service to Christ, he told 

the Baptist Message.
“My wife and I came to an 

understanding a number of years 
ago that everything we do is to 
be part of our ministry and mis-
sion effort. And God is sovereign 
over all our lives, not just part of 

our lives. 
“When you look at Scrip-

ture, it’s obvious,” he offered. 
“The Holy Spirit reveals our 
whole lives are to be dedicated 
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LA pulmonologist 
appeals to adults 
to get vaccinations

ALEXANDRIA, La. (LBM) – Frank 
Courmier, a pulmonologist at Our Lady 
of Lourdes Regional Medical Center in 
Lafayette, appealed to Louisiana Baptist 

state missions staff, July 
20, urging them to receive 
the COVID-19 vaccine 
and to advocate for vacci-
nations among Louisiana 
Baptists.

Courmier, who con-
ducted virus bioengineer-
ing research at M.D. An-
derson in Houston, Texas, 

is chair of a regional coronavirus task 
force that encompasses the parishes sur-
rounding Lafayette, and he is a member 
of the state task force on COVID-19. 

He addressed key issues, and an-
swered questions and concerns raised 
by individuals gathered at the Louisiana 
Baptist Building and from online partici-
pants, citing an urgency in getting out 
his message because of a fourth surge 
his hospital is facing. A 10-day increase 
from nine to 40 COVID, mostly unvacci-
nated patients, has caused the hospital to 

Dr. Frank Courmier
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BASELA names Sheridan as new director

BOGALUSA, La. (LBM) 
– The Baptist Associations 
of Southeast Louisiana 
has named member pastor 
Keith Sheridan to serve as 
the next associational mis-
sions strategist.

Sheridan, pastor of Lee’s 
Creek Baptist Church in 
Bogalusa for the last five 
years, will begin serving 
in his new role August 9. 
While this is his first time 
to serve as a director of 
missions, Sheridan believes 
his experience at churches 
and in associational life has 
prepared him for this next 
chapter in ministry. 

“I am both excited 
and terrified,” Sheridan 
told the Baptist Message. 
“DOM’s have an awesome 
responsibility. One can’t 

Keith Sheridan, shown with his wife Suzanne, has been named as the next 
associational missions strategist for the Baptist Associations of Southeast 
Louisiana.

help but feel excitement 
for the opportunity that 
God has afforded me and 

the trust the pastors of 
BASELA are sharing with 
me. We are truly blessed 
in BASELA with some of 
the greatest pastors in the 
state. It will be a joy to 
serve alongside of them.”

CALLED TO SERVE

Sheridan repented for 
salvation at age 10 while 
attending Memorial Bap-
tist Church in Bogalusa 
but strayed from his faith 
as a teenager. However, 
he experienced a spiritual 
revival while attending 
a Heaven’s Gate, Hell’s 
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First Bossier dedicates facilities, celebrates God’s victories

Pastor Brad Jurkovich (left) and former Bossier City Mayor Lo Walker cut the ribbon, July 11, on the newly com-
pleted facilities at First Baptist Church in Bossier City. Looking on were church staff and their wives, building 
committee members and others who were involved in the project. Jurkovich said Walker was instrumental in 
helping the church rebuild after a fire destroyed many of their buildings in December 2018.

BOSSIER CITY, La. 
(LBM) – More than 1,400 
members and guests 
packed the newly finished 
facilities of the First Bap-
tist Church in Bossier City, 
July 11, for a special time 
of worship and celebra-
tion 31 months after a fire 
destroyed much of the 
buildings on campus.

“This rebuild journey 
has been filled with both 
challenges and victories,” 
Pastor Brad Jurkovich told 
the Baptist Message. “I 
believe God is giving us a 
season of victory at this 
time so that we are stron-
ger than ever to share Jesus 
with our city, nation and 
world. Celebration Sun-
day was a powerful step 
in seeing God do incred-
ible things in the coming 
years.”

Construction of the $20 
million, 70,000-square-foot 

building was completed 
in early July and included 
a new chapel that incor-
porates some of the more 
traditional features of the 
original building that was 
destroyed, such as pew 
seating, but also modern 
elements, such as technol-
ogy upgrades that allow 
multi-media presenta-
tions. The rebuilt campus 
includes a student center, 
foyer/event center and 
space for Sunday school 
classes and other small 
groups to meet.

RESELIENT AMID ADVERSITY

On Dec. 10, 2018, a 
three-alarm fire began at 
5:30 a.m., originating with 
an uninterruptible power 
supply backup battery for 
a computer. The flames be-
gan in an office space near 
Faith Chapel — the origi-
nal worship center — and 
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Red River High School in Coushatta was transformed into a house of prayer and revival, July 11-14. Organizers 
of the Red River Crusade and Concert hope the decisions that were made will lead to more people seeking and 
sharing Christ.

our wheels and not re-
ally headed in the right 
direction,” Beard told the 
Baptist Message. “Prayer 
also guided us to put our 
feet to the ground as we 
planned and prepared for 
what God had for us.”

Even before he 
preached his first message 
of the crusade, Britt said 
he could feel a spirit of 
unity among those gath-
ered.

“It was a blessing to 
see different races, de-
nominations, churches 
all come together,” Britt 
said. “There were many 

decisions for the Lord, 
and we give Him all the 
glory.”

Now that the crusade 
has ended, organizers said 
the real work has begun 
with follow up calls and 
visits with those who 
made decisions. Beard 
believes many seeds were 
sown that are not yet 
evident and is confident 
more decisions will result 
in the months ahead.

“During the final night, 
I told the crowd that I 
had awakened that morn-
ing and thought, ‘It is 
sad to see this come to 

an end,’” he said. “But I 
shared with them that 
just a second later I real-
ized this is not coming to 
an end. This is just the be-
ginning of revival. I hope 
this is the start of area 
churches coming together 
for the glory of God. We 
are on the same team. 
I hope to see salvations 
for the weeks ahead. We 
don’t know the full extent 
of what happened, but the 
Lord called us to plant the 
seed. The seed was plant-
ed, and He will take care 
of the rest in the months 
and years to come.”

COVINGTON, La. 
(LBM) – First Baptist 
Church in Covington, a 
beacon of faith for the 
North Shore, has wel-
comed a fourth congrega-
tion to its growing net-
work of churches.

Members of First Cov-
ington voted in the spring 
and First Baptist Church 
in Kenner approved the 
move June 27 to work 
together in ministry to 
reach the south shore 
region of Lake Pontchar-
train for Christ. First 
Kenner, which averages 
between 175-180 worship-
ers for Sunday morning 
services, joins Metairie 
Church and Metairie Ko-
rean Church in this effort. 
Hope Church in Bush 
(North Shore) also is part 
of the growing network.

Waylon Bailey, pastor 
of FBC Covington, told 
the Baptist Message that 
this latest partnership 
will be unique from the 
others, with FBC Kenner 
remaining autonomous – 
meaning it will retain a 
senior pastor and receive 
revitalization support 
from FBCC.

“Our responsibility is 

First Baptist Covington 
revitalizes Kingdom growth 
on north, south shores

to give forward-thinking 
leadership, especially 
as they search for their 
new pastor and focus on 
developing new strate-
gies to reach their area for 
Christ,” Bailey said. “We 
will do our best to do that 
by emphasizing certain 
things such as a focus on 
evangelism, church unity, 
discipling their people 
and an emphasis on Scrip-
ture. 

“It is so easy for a 
church to turn inward 
rather than looking out-
ward,” he continued. “At 
First Covington we talk 
about this all the time. I 
often say you can’t keep 
people from a place where 
they are truly loved. You 
will gravitate toward 
people who care for you. 
People then see Jesus in 
us when do that.”

Bailey hopes the part-
nership will continue 
building the kingdom of 
God.

“The only thing this 
does for us is strengthen 
churches in the New Or-
leans area and build the 
Kingdom of God,” he said. 
“If we can do that, what a 
legacy we will leave. We 
need more churches and 
stronger churches in Cov-
ington so when our chil-
dren go to school, they 
have more friends with 
their values. It makes 
a real difference when 
you can do that. When 
churches down the street 
do well, we generally do 
well, and vice versa.”

Reggie Ogea, interim 
pastor of First Baptist 
Kenner, said the partner-
ship will provide valuable 
guidance and counsel as 
the church enters this 
new phase of ministry.

“We are not focus-
ing on the past but are 
looking to a new future 
and new beginning,” said 
Ogea, also associate dean 
of the professional doc-
toral programs and pro-
fessor of leadership and 
pastoral ministry at New 
Orleans Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary. “We are 
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going to look for someone 
who has a real calling to 
go to Kenner which is 
part of metro New Or-
leans and on the front 
end of this will be will-
ing to be all-in. We don’t 
want somebody who is 
going to see this as an 
opportunity to go to a dif-
ferent ministry situation 
but rather are looking for 
someone who sees this 
situation as a long-term 
turnaround. We will trust 
the Lord that it will be a 
positive outcome for the 
Kingdom.”

The partnership re-
flects First Covington’s fo-
cus on growing a vibrant 
faith community within 
the south shore region.

This year, the church 
recorded 100 professions 
of faith among 650 chil-
dren who attended Vaca-
tion Bible School. They 
plan to hold a baptism 
celebration service over 
Labor Day weekend.

“The VBS especially 
energized the church,” 
Bailey said. “We have 
tried to sell the church on 

reaching the next genera-
tion and we are making 
room for them through 
things like the children’s 
and preschool area build-
ings that opened a few 
years ago. Now they are 
seeing it come to fruition. 
That gives a quiet confi-
dence we did it right.”

Former abortionist Abby Johnson to headline ‘Gift of Life’ banquet

ALEXANDRIA, La. 
(LBM) – During the 
upcoming CENLA Preg-
nancy Center ‘Gift of Life’ 
Fundraising Banquet, 
Sept. 14, at the Alexan-
dria Riverfront 
Center, for-
mer Planned 
Parenthood 
clinic director 
Abby John-
son will share 
her testimony 
about how she 
became an out-
spoken pro-life 
advocate.

“People will 
want to hear 
her story,” 
CPC Director 
Claire Lem-
oine told the 
Baptist Message. “She 
was on the inside walls of 
Planned Parenthood for 
many years and now she 
is traveling around the 
country with a power-

ful message. To have her 
visit central Louisiana 
is a long-time dream of 
ours and we can’t wait for 
people to have this rare 
opportunity.”

According to her 
website, www.abbyj.
com, Johnson left Planned 
Parenthood as a clinic 

director after 
assisting with 
an ultrasound-
guided abor-
tion on Sept. 
26, 2009, 
during which 
she “watched 
in horror as a 
13-week baby 
fought for, and 
ultimately lost, 
its life at the 
hand of the 
abortionist,”

Johnson 
quickly de-

parted the nation’s largest 
abortion provider, vowing 
to become an advocate 
for life inside the womb 
and to expose the lies of 
the abortion industry. She 
has continued sharing her 

story around the globe 
and has helped more than 
430 former abortion clinic 
workers leave the industry 
through her ministry, And 
Then There Were None.

The largest fundraiser 
of the year for the preg-

nancy center also will 
feature testimonies by 
pro-life supporters and 
updates will be presented 
about how God has used 
this pro-life ministry to 
help save central Louisi-
ana babies from abortion.

Table sponsorships 
and individual tickets 
still are available and 
additional information 
can be found by visiting 
www.cenlapc.com, and 
by calling Laurie Gauth-
ier, 318.308.4310.

Abby Johnson
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His Church makes summer splash with 40 baptisms

HIS Church in Pineville celebrated 40 baptisms, June 6, during its annual lakeside service. Pastor Steve Speer said baptizing in Pineville’s Lake Buhlow 
brings about a sense of nostalgia from when baptisms use to be performed regularly in such a setting.

PINEVILLE, La. (LBM) 
– John Sefcik occasionally 
attended church and some 
days even read his Bible for 
the first 49 years of his life, 
but he had not been “all in” 
for Jesus, he told the Baptist 
Message. 

But the Holy Spirit used 
a conversation with Kevin 
Paul, His Church associate 
pastor, that brought Sefcik 
under conviction to repent 
and become a devoted fol-
lower of Christ. He publicly 
shared about his spiri-
tual decision, along with 39 
other new converts, during 
a special baptism service 
sponsored by His Church, 
June 6, at Lake Buhlow in 
Pineville.

“When I look back, 
I realized God has been 
pursuing me all my life,” 
Sefcik said. “I had forgot-
ten about God, then COVID 
hit and difficult circum-

stances brought me to my 
knees. The more I got into 
the Bible and fellowshipped 
with others, the more my 
attitude changed about life. 
I thought I was doing the 

right things, but eventu-
ally understood what being 
a Christ follower was all 
about. I’m glad God didn’t 
give up on pursuing me all 
these years.”

MORE GOOD NEWS

For member Gil McKee, 
baptizing his two sons was 
an early Father’s Day pres-
ent.

Both Gabriel, 10, and 
Caleb, 11, had soaked in 
biblical truths from him and 
their mother, Samantha, as 
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to Christ. And that means 
every part of our life, in-
cluding our occupation, no 
matter what it is.”

McCallum was elected 
to the Louisiana Supreme 
Court in November and 
recently served as interim 
pastor for Liberty Baptist 
Church near Linville. He 
is only a few hours shy of 
completing a master’s de-
gree at New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary, he 
said, and hopes to graduate 
in December. He and his 
wife, Deanna, are members 
of First Baptist Church in 
Farmerville, where he is 
a deacon and teacher and 
both are active in various 
ministries, according to his 
official biography. They are 
partners in law, too.

McCallum said his jour-
ney to the pulpit and the 
state Supreme Court bench 
has been guided by the 
Holy Spirit.

“I am the first person 

in my family go to college, 
much less law school,” 
McCallum explained. “I 
grew up working in the hay 
fields in the area and differ-
ent places.” 

But his grandfather en-
couraged him to look at law 
as a possible career choice, 
he said. 

He added that at a 
young age he was given 
the chance to take a lead-
ership role in the Sunday 
school and Training Union 
programs of Pisgah Baptist 
Church, outside of Bernice, 
also in Union Parish.

“It gave me an opportu-
nity to do speaking within 
the church and from there 
outside the church. It 
seemed like a natural fit to 
go into law, and I felt like 
that is where God was call-
ing me. In fact,” he con-
tinued, “I tried to go into 
another area. In undergrad-
uate school I tried to set 
my sights on the medical 

profession, but God kept 
calling me back to training 
into law.”

McCallum said his 
grandfather, and his par-
ents, each spiritually 
influenced his life; and they 
emphasized “we render ser-
vice to God when we serve 
our fellow man.” 

As a result of that influ-
ence, he said, “I am always 
looking for ways that I can 
get the message out and 
serve the Lord. I think we 
must be deliberate in find-
ing ways to do that in our 
everyday lives. The tools 
and methods I use may be 
different than the ones that 
other people use. But we 
all need to look for that op-
portunity.” 

McCallum underscored 
his point by sharing that 
it is not just the pulpit or 
the judge’s bench that give 
him a platform. He said he 
began a ministry years ago, 
handing out bookmarks 
with 2 Chronicles 7:14 “If 
My people who are called 
by My name will humble 
themselves, and pray, and 

seek My face, and turn 
from their wicked ways, 
then I will hear from Heav-
en, and will forgive their 
sin, and heal their land.”  

“I have been able to use 
those effectively as an ice 
breaker with people with 
whom I come in contact on 
a daily basis,” McCallum 
said. “It leads into a lot of 
Gospel centered conversa-
tions. We are on a mission-
ary trip every time we walk 
out our front doors; and I 
think as Christians and as 
Baptists we need to realize 
that.”

As for how his faith 
informs his judicial duties, 
McCallum explained that 
his Christianity “flavors 
how I approach the bench,” 
especially about fairness. 
“I think we need to treat 
people impartially and with 
respect,” he said, drawing 
upon biblical references 
about justice for everyone.

His legal philosophy is 
based on “not creating law” 
as a judge, but in taking 
“the law that the people 
have created through their 

elected representatives and 
senators and applying that 
to the facts of particular 
cases,” he said. “I think it 
works best when it works 
that way.”

McCallum said he would 
encourage Louisiana Bap-
tists that “even in difficult 
times such as we live in 
now, God is still sovereign,” 
even in the small things. 

“Christ said that the 
Father knows the num-
ber of heads on our head. 
Not a single sparrow falls 
to the ground but that 
the Father ordains it,” he 
referenced from Luke 12:7. 
“Let God have control of 
the small problems just 
like the big problems. In 
these days submit ev-
erything that you have 
-- all your talents, all your 
energy, and all your ef-
forts -- to the service of 
Christ. But also give Him 
your burdens because He 
invites that, too. Lean on 
Him. There is victory in 
Jesus. So, we should live 
victorious, abundant lives 
through Him.”
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Cajun connection found
in ‘last frontier’ of Alaska

Members of Wood Springs Baptist Church in Grand Cane came to Alaska for a visit with David 
and Kristi Gamble, North American Mission Board missionaries in Anchorage for the last 10 
years. The Gambles were members of the church before moving to Alaska.

ANCHORAGE, Alaska (LBM) 
– David Gamble has served as a 
church planter with the North 
American Mission Board for 
the last 10 years in Anchorage, 
Alaska, but he told the Baptist 
Message  that he is constantly 
reminded about his roots by the 
continuing encouragement he 
receives from his home congre-
gation of Wood Springs Baptist 
Church in Grand Cane.

Before Gamble and his wife, 
Kristi, relocated to Alaska, 
WSBC provided financial sup-
port to help the couple prepare 
for the journey northwest, he 
said. 

Since the couple moved there, 
WSBC has shipped a trailer for 
use in the ministry, contributed 
money to help refurbish a mis-
sion hub that teams use while 
in Anchorage and the nearby 

Wasilla area, and mailed or 
emailed hundreds of notes.

“They encourage us in so 
many ways,” Gamble told the 
Baptist Message. “We are en-
joying our time here and love 
serving the Lord in Alaska, but 
there’s something special -- even 
10 years after moving up here 
-- when somebody from your 
home church encourages you. 
Sometimes you feel alone and 
forgotten on the mission field, 
but then we get re-energized 
when you hear from people in 
Louisiana who ask how they can 
pray for you.”

The Grand Cane congregation 
prays for the Gambles and other 
missionaries before beginning 
Sunday morning worship servic-
es, which draw an average of 25. 

They also contribute money 
to the Gambles as well as mis-
sionaries in Mexico and Africa, 
and last year collected 132 Oper-
ation Christmas Child shoeboxes 

for distribution to children in 
other countries.

Eva Gamble, a long-time 
Wood Springs member and a 
cousin of David Gamble, said 
praying and contributing money 
toward missionaries allows them 
to play a part in Gospel work 

taking place in other areas.
“We get to share with David 

and the others in their ministry 
and that is something special 
-- knowing we played some part 
in someone accepting Christ in 
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ReGroup offers live, digital discipleship training

WEST MONROE, 
La. (LBM) – Louisiana 
Baptists will have two 
opportunities to refocus 
and strengthen disciple-
ship efforts during next 
month’s ReGroup events 
for Sunday school and 
small group leaders.

ReGroup Conference 
(live) is scheduled for 
Aug. 14 at McClendon 
Baptist Church in West 

Monroe, with Digital 
ReGroup presented on 
Aug. 16 and 17 in a virtual 
format. ReGroup events 
focus on four areas – 
sharing the Gospel, devel-
oping biblical community, 
helping believers mature 
spiritually, and equipping 
believers to live mission-
ally, with special empha-
sis on maximizing Gospel 
impact. 

When last year’s con-
ference was moved from 
an in-person format to an 

all-virtual platform be-
cause of concerns brought 
about by the coronavirus 
outbreak, it experienced a 
great response, according 
to Louisiana Baptist Sun-
day school/discipleship 
strategist Sean Keith.

“Obviously, we are 
excited to offer both live 
and digital events this 
year,” Keith told the Bap-
tist Message. “ReGroup 
is the premiere training 
event for our church lay 
leaders. Both events will 

feature well-known min-
istry specialists sharing 
practical, innovative and 
encouraging approaches 
to small group health.” 

Allan Taylor, execu-
tive pastor of ministries 
at First Baptist Church in 
Concord, Tennessee, will 
be the keynote speaker 
for the live conference. 
Mike Harland, associ-
ate pastor of worship at 
First Baptist Church in 
Jackson, Mississippi, will 
serve as worship leader.

Steve Horn, Louisiana 
Baptist executive director, 
will host Digital ReGroup.

Both conferences will 

feature sessions for pas-
tors, Sunday school direc-
tors, small group leaders, 
church staff, preschool, 
children and youth lead-
ers, discipleship leaders 
and Bible study leaders.

ReGroup Confer-
ence (live) at McClendon 
Baptist, Aug. 14, will also 
feature a track for His-
panic pastors and church 
members.

For more informa-
tion, including speakers 
and sessions, visit and 
register online at 

https://louisianabap-
tists.org/event/regroup-
conference.

Family Health Insurance
at Group Rates

GROUP, INDIVIDUAL, MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS, DENTAL

Call or email for a free quote!!

Melvin Thomas
318.795.4924

melvin.thomas@bcbsla.com
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well as the faithful teach-
ing by extended family 
and His Church members. 
The spiritual fruit came to 
harvest when Caleb re-
pented of his sins and made 
a commitment to follow 
Jesus as Lord in April 2020, 
followed by Gabriel who 
did the same in April of 
this year.

“One of the most phe-
nomenal experiences you 
have is baptizing your own 
children,” McKee said. 
“You spend years raising 
your kids and to see them 
make the ultimate decision 
to follow Christ, and to be 
obedient through baptism, 
is just an amazing feeling.

“There are a lot of deci-
sions your kids make in 
life, but this is the decision 
that matters more than any 
other,” he continued. “To 
see them make it and know 
you will be together with 
them forever is more than 
any dad could want.”

HIS Church Pastor 
Steve Speer said baptizing 
in the lake brings about 
a sense of nostalgia from 
when baptisms in churches 
and even during biblical 
times were held many 
times in that setting, in-
stead of the more tradition-
al baptisms inside a wor-
ship center. Since January, 
His Church has baptized 60 
people. If His Church con-
tinues this pace, they will 
surpass their highest ever 
annual total of 72 baptisms 
set back in 2016.

“It was an amaz-
ing thing to baptize that 
many people who received 
Christ,” Speer said. “Tears 
were flowing all around.

“It’s such a witness to 

get out in the world and 
be at a place where people 
are fishing and swim-
ming and enjoy the lake,” 
he continued. “Some of 
those I would assume are 
unchurched and they see 
people make a New Testa-
ment statement of faith 
in baptism. The little boys 
think it’s the greatest thing 
in the world to get bap-
tized in the lake and the 
adults like the throwback 
to how this used to be.”

APPEAL TO MILLENNIALS

Since Speer started 
His Church in 2006, 680 
people have been baptized. 
Additionally, member-
ship has increased from 
22 when it first started on 
July 2, 2006, to 1,549 in 
mid-June. 

The average age of the 
church membership is 32 
years old, and this largely 
Millennial congregation 
appreciates nostalgia such 
as lake and river baptisms, 
Speer said.

“We have a grace mes-

sage in a Millennial pack-
age,” he noted. “The grace 
message is salvation can’t 
be earned but is given only 
through what Christ has 
done for us. The mantra of 
our church is “His church,” 
which is Jesus and it’s all 
about Him. A grace mes-
sage focuses on Him and 
what He has done for us.”

HIS Church Pastor Steve Speer em-
braces Gil McKee after McKee bap-
tized his sons, Caleb and Gale, in 
Lake Buhlow.
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DAVIS CHURCH PEW UP-

HOLSTERY, 4313 Hwy. 18 

East Quitman, Mississippi 

39355  Melton & Sandra Davis. 

30-plus years of experience, 

Family-Owned and Oper-

ated. Variety of fabrics avail-

able. Work done on-site. ALL 

WORK GUARANTEED. Call 

for estimates: 601.776.6617. 

If remodeling your sanctuary, 

please give us a call about up-

holstering your pews!

HISTORIC Appalachian Pine 

1x6 Bead Board/V-Grove or 

Ship Lap/Nickel Gap – 69 

cents a foot by the board 

or 65 cents a foot bundle 

quality. Call 318.757.8482 for 

more information.

WALTERS DIRT SERVICE, 

“You Call We Haul” fill 

dirt, limestone and more.  

318.729.2193 or 318.793.5144.

EARNEST LITTLE avail-

able for supply, interim 

and revivals in the Central 

Louisiana area.  Please call 

318.663.2770.

Call Advertising Director Rhon-

da Havens at 318.449.4351 

or 877.234.3832 to place 

your ads.

See VACCINATIONS,  page 16

701 Jackson St. l Alexandria, LA 71301 l 318.442.3363
2701 Military Hwy l Pineville, LA 71360 l 318.640.1678
11886 Hwy. 84 West l Jena, LA 71342 l 318.992.4158

445 W Bontemps St. l Marksville, LA 71351 l 318.253.5979
www.hixsonbrothers.com
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Vaccinations from page one

“scramble one more time to 
accommodate the influx of 
patients,” he said.

“I am tired of the death 
and destruction that this 
is causing, and I have to 
do something,” Courmier 
shared. “And so, rather 
than sitting and going 
through another fourth 
surge I have asked permis-
sion and have been granted 
to go across the state 
trying to convince people 
that the vaccine is the right 
thing to do.

“I make no bones about 
why I am here,” he con-
tinued. “I need your help. 
Some of the most unvac-
cinated groups are in our 
own communities, within 
our churches, who are ada-
mantly opposed to this.” 

SAFETY?

Courmier said there is no 
data to suggest long-term 
effects will result from vac-
cination, and he explained 
that the reason vaccines 
need special refrigeration 
was that drug companies 
took extra efforts to omit 
preservatives and other 
stabilizing ingredients that 
have caused concerns 
among various groups in the 
past.

“When the first vac-
cine came out, there was 
an almost immediate push-
back because of the already 
debunked idea of certain 
ingredients causing autism.”

He said scientists were so 
sensitive about such anti-
vaccination responses that 

they took special care in 
formulating the vaccines.

“There is absolutely noth-
ing in there that can even 
potentially harm you,” he 
said.

LONG-TERM EFFECTS?

Courmier said that obvi-
ously there is no data on 
which to assess the long-
term effects, but he pointed 
to the extended records of 
other vaccines to state there 
was no likely potential for 
the vaccine to create health 
problems later in life. 

“We can’t know, and 
that’s kind of an issue,” he 
conceded. “But what vac-
cine, that has been created 
so far, has long-term effects? 
In other words … when we 
take a tetanus shot or MMR 
[measles, mumps, rubella 
vaccine] … 50 years later you 
have a heart attack, are we 

going to say that was attrib-
uted to the MMR?”

He added that most phy-
sicians and scientists believe 
that if you are going to have 
an adverse reaction to any 
vaccination, it will happen 
in the first four weeks after 
having taken that shot. 

WHY VACCINATE?

Courmier responded to 
a question about the low 
mortality rate of COVID-19, 
1.8 percent (meaning a 98.2 
percent survivability), and 
why vaccinations are needed 
at all.

“Assuming no vaccina-
tions, with 1.8 percent 
mortality, that’s 5 million 
Americans dead,” he said, 
pointing out “that’s more 
than the [population] of the 
entire state of Louisiana.”
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EDITOR’S NOTE: Do you have a Revival, Homecoming, a 

new pastor, a community outreach or a concert? The Bap-

tist Message would love to share your church news with 

the rest of the state. It is very easy to do, just send in your 

information (who, what, where and when) to philip@bap-

tistmessage.com or call 318.449.4345. To get your event 

in the paper, please submit your information three weeks 

prior to the event.

HOMECOMING

n First Baptist Church, Ball: Homecoming, August 1, 

10:45 a.m. with a meal following the worship service. 

Worship: The Good News Gospel Trio. Pastor: Mike 

Hedrick.

n Pleasant Hill Baptist Church, Pollock: Homecoming, 

August 1, Sunday School, 9:45 a.m.; 10:45 a.m. Gospel 

music concert by Mountain View Connection Group. 

Lunch will follow. Speaker: David Maxwell. Pastor: Micah 

Murrell.

ON THE MOVE

n Keith, wife Suzanne, Sheridan is the new BASELA 

(Baptist Association of Southeast Louisiana) Director of 

Missions. He was formerly pastor of Lee’s Creek Baptist 

Church, Bogalusa.

n Tony Carter is the new pastor at Unity One Baptist 

Church, Franklin.

n Jeff, wife Mary, Shows is the new pastor at East 

Winnfield Baptist Church, Winnfield. He comes from 

Union Hall Baptist Church in Coushatta. He officially be-

gins July 26.

n John Brown is the new associate pastor at Calvary 

Baptist Church, Slidell.

n Mark Talbot is the interim pastor at Hebron Baptist 

Church, Denham Springs.

n Carl Taylor III will be installed as pastor of New Chris-

tian Life Fellowship Baptist Church, Alexandria on August 

1, 2:30 p.m.

n Ken Dowdey has resigned as pastor of Immanuel 

Baptist Church, Morgan City to pursue a hospital chap-

laincy in south Texas.

n Jason Purdy has resigned as pastor of First Baptist 

Church, Livingston.

n Charley Westbrook has resigned as pastor of Hebron 

Baptist Church, Denham Springs and is available for pul-

pit supply. 

n David Worthington is the interim music minister at 

First Baptist Church, Benton.

n Cassidy Simmons is the new children’s director at 

Grawood Baptist Church, Keithville.

n Jade Manzano is the new children’s director at Cal-

vary Baptist Church, Slidell.

n Bobby Powell has retired as minister of music and 

education at Bayou Vista Baptist Church, Morgan City. He 

served in this position for 26 years.

REVIVAL

n East Jena Baptist Church, Jena: Revival, August 1-6. 

Evangelist: Sam Moore. Worship: Mackey Willis Fam-
ily. Pastor: Michael Wilkinson.

n Good Hope Baptist Church, Singer: Revival, August 

8-11, Worship: Mackey Willis Family. Pastor: Mark 

Schultz.

n Welcome Home Baptist Church, Columbia: Revival, 
August 11-15, Wednesday-Saturday, 6:30 p.m., Sunday 

11 a.m. Evangelist: Sean Tabb. Worship: Sean Tabb 
Family. Pastor:Jim McKeithen.

n Brushy Creek Baptist Church, Bancroft: Harvest Sun-
day, August 15. Evangelist: Bill Britt. Pastor: Michael 

Streams.

n Elwood Baptist Church, Forest Hill: Revival, August 

15-18, Sunday, 10:30 a.m., Speaker: Steve Horn, Music: 

The Josh Dixon Family. Sunday, 6 p.m., Speaker: Casey 
Johnson, Music: The Harrigill’s. Tuesday, 6 p.m. Speak-

er: Glen Harrigill. Music: Voices of Louisiana College. 
Wednesday, 6 p.m. Speaker: Brett Faulk. Music: Casey 
and Heather Boone. Pastor: Michael Evans.

n First Baptist Church, Robeline: Revival, August 15-19. 

Evangelist: Sam Moore. Worship: Mackey Willis Fam-
ily. Pastor: Brian Ray.

n Bayou Vista Baptist Church, Morgan City: Unity Re-
vival, August 22, 6 p.m. There will be food and fellow-

ship after the meeting. Pastor: Steven Kelly

n Little Pass Baptist Church, Charenton: Unity Revival, 
August 29, 6 p.m. There will be food and fellowship after 

the meeting. Pastor: Chris Holloway.

n First Baptist Church, Dubach: Revival, August 30-Sep-

tember 1. Worship: Mackey Willis Family. Pastor: Cory 

Bruce.

LAGNIAPPE

n Calvary Baptist Church, Merryville: Back-to-School 

Answer to June 24 Scripture Crypto:

Luke three: seventeen

The Scripture Crypto is a Bible verse in which one letter has been substituted for another, thus encoding the verse. To find out what the verse 
is, you must determine what each letter is a substitute for. An “a,” for example, may stand for a “t” in this week’s issue of the ScriptureCrypto. 
Next week, “a” could stand for a “d.” Each week, each letter is different. Solve by trial and error. The answer will be given next week. Note: 
All numerals, such as those in the scripture reference after the verse, are spelled out.

Scripture Crypto

Clues: 

Y = S;  S = A

SPJ WPAX ALQ RLFUJVQP XK FYVSQU ALXW YLSUA YTQSG, 

YSOFPE, ASGQ OQ S GFJ XK ALQ EXSAY KXV S YFP XKKQVFPE;  

 

SPJ S RSUK SPJ S USHI, IXAL XK ALQ KFVYA OQSV, NFALXWA 

IUQHFYL, KXV S IWVPA XKKQVFPE.

UQBFAFRWY PFPQ:ALVQQ 

IMMEDIATE JOB OPENINGS

Louisiana Baptist Chi ldren’s Home & Fami ly Ministr ies

COTTAGE PARENTS: 
Husband and wife teams are needed. Full-time positions in-

clude salary, benefits, paid vacation, and training. Basic job de-

scription is to provide love, care, and hope in Christ for children 
in need. Applicants should not have children living at home 
under the age of 18. Applicants must have a sense of call and 
commitment to a ministry of service to children and be active 
members of a local Southern Baptist church. Part-time posi-
tions are also available. 

Please send resume to: Susan Nolan at snolan@lbch.org or 
LBCH, PO Box 4196, Monroe, LA 71211. 

Full-Time and Part-Time Positions Available: Christian women 
needed to serve in HomePlace, a transitional living ministry for 
homeless children and their mothers. Must have a sense of call 
and commitment to a ministry of service to children and families.  
  

Please send resume to: Jonann Byargeon at jonann@lbch.
org or LBCH, PO Box 4196, Monroe, LA 71211. 

COTTAGE CARE MANAGERS:

On Monroe Campus

Splash Bash, July 30, 6-9 p.m. Everyone is invited to join 

Calvary for an evening of fun & activities. Waterslides for 

all ages, games, arts & crafts, food, and more. Speaker: 

Matthew Geisel, a Christian juggler and youth evange-

list. Pastor: Jim Miers.

n Calvary Baptist Church, Tullos: Mark Lanier Minis-
tries in concert, August 1, 11 a.m. Pastor: Norris Curry.

n Wilda Baptist Church, Boyce: Mark Lanier Ministries 
in concert, August 1, 6 p.m. Pastor: Joey Rudisill.

n New Hope Baptist Church, Independence: Greg Sul-
livan in concert, August 1, 10:30 a.m. 

n Mangham Baptist Church, Mangham: Ernie Haase 
and Signature Sound concert, August 1, 6:30 p.m. 

Pastor: Rick Aultman.

n Bonita Road Baptist Church, Mer Rouge: 2021 VBS 
Anchored, August 6-8, August 6 from 6-8:30 p.m., 

August 7 from 9-11:30 a.m., and August 8 at 9:00 am 

during morning worship service. Registration is open 

for children who have completed Pre-K 4 through 

6th grade. Please fill out the form below for each 

child you are registering. https://docs.google.com/

forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc8HuO_8n74LoyAIwmQWe9b2_

d l E P D C A 4 0 G e I _ W m - e 8 C - 9 X Z w /

viewform?fbclid=IwAR28a1D_cKxo_bSBZhexSRwG1n-

eRug13CFf4HVH6Q-gkHRrwJVcDxTv37jE Pastor: Casey 

Johnson.

n First Baptist Church, Houma: Bayou Student Back to 
School Bash, August 7, 1-6 p.m. Speaker: Luke Hock-
enjas. Worship: Like Giants. There will be worship, wa-

ter games, snacks and fellowship. Contact Bayou Baptist 

Association to RSVP by August 1. Pastor: Steve Folmar.

n Maurepas Baptist Church, Maurepas: Greg Sullivan 
in concert, August 8, 10 a.m. Pastor: Glynn Reine.

n First Baptist Church, Iota:  Southern Plainsmen 
Quartet in concert, August 14, 6 p.m. Pastor: Steve 

Bollich.

n Mandeville First Baptist Church: Foto Sisters in Con-
cert, August 15, 5 p.m. in the worship center. A love of-

fering will be taken. Pastor: Corey Fontan.

n Stevendale Baptist Church, Baton Rouge: Concert, 

August 20, 7 p.m. Special Guests: Greg Sullivan Minis-
tries with special guest Living Faith. Pastor: Stephen 

Young.

n Jefferson Baptist Church, Baton Rouge: BAGBR World 
Missions Conference, August 22, 6 p.m. Speaker: Paul 
Chitwood, President of the International Mission Board.  

Pastor: David Goza.

n Creston Baptist Church, Creston: The Southern 
Plainsmen in concert, August 29, 10:30 a.m. Pastor: 

Truman Leach.

n East Jena Baptist Church, Jena: Mark Lanier Min-
istries in concert, August 29, 11 a.m. Pastor: Mike 

Wilkinson.

n Woodlawn Baptist Church, Baton Rouge: Gathered 
2021, Family Worship at home and in assembly, August 

13-14, Friday, 6 p.m. Saturday, 4 p.m. Leaders: Scott Aniol 

Becky Aniol, Laramie Minga, Andrew and Meghan Press-

ley, Matt Sikes. To register go online to www.eventbrite.

com/e/gathered-2021-registration-156765775655. Pas-

tor: Lewis Richerson.
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Sheridan from page 2
Flames event when he 
was 25 years old and four 
years later accepted the 
call to vocational minis-
try.

“I had recognized as 
a young man that I had 
allowed the world to get 

in the way of my rela-
tionship with the Lord,” 
Sheridan said. “I chased 
financial success but 
found myself convicted 
that there was more to 
this life. Since I made 
that commitment at 25, I 

have been fully sold out 
to Christ ever since.”

During the years 
that followed, Sheridan 
served as interim pastor 
of Mount Pleasant Bap-
tist Church in Bogalusa, 
and pastor of Plainview 
Baptist Church in Boga-
lusa, First Baptist Church 
in Pine Prairie and Lee’s 
Creek Baptist.

Sheridan remained ac-
tive in associational life: 
He was moderator of Mt. 
Olive Baptist Associa-
tion; and served as pas-
tors conference chairman 
for Washington Baptist 
Association, one of three 
BASELA associations 
(Two Rivers and William 
Wallace also are mem-
bers).  

He also was a member 
of the Louisiana Baptist 
Convention Executive 
Board, served as a Re-
Group Sunday school 
training conference con-
sultant and was named 
to the President’s 2020 
Commission, which, in 

2013, developed 10 state-
wide objectives for reach-
ing Louisiana with the 
Gospel by 2020.

Sheridan, a native of 
Gulfport, Mississippi, is 
a graduate of Louisiana 
State University and New 
Orleans Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary. He and his 
wife, Suzanne, have three 
children and one grand-
child.

GOD-SIZED VISION

A top priority for 
Sheridan will be lead-
ing the association’s 96 
churches to a deeper 
involvement in missions 
at every level. 

“I believe the associa-
tional missions strategist 
serves local churches 
in fulfilling God’s great 
mission for His church,” 
Sheridan said. “The mis-
sion of the church at its 
simplest level is to preach 
the Gospel and make dis-
ciples. All church work 
revolves around this mis-

sion and is accomplished 
in a multitude of ways.  

“The association and 
its ministry teams aid 
churches in fulfilling this 
mission by training, en-
couraging, and equipping 
leaders, connecting peo-
ple in ministry, facilitat-
ing cooperative missions 
and ministry opportuni-
ties including disaster re-
lief, prison ministry and 
compassion ministry etc. 
and promoting the health 
of local congregations,” 
he continued. “I know 
that as I get my feet on 
the ground and begin this 
work the Lord will en-
large our understanding 
and increase our vision.  I 
am grateful to serve with 
Kim Gill (administrative 
assistant) and Patrick 
Magee (BASELA compas-
sion ministry strategist 
and pastor, Main Street 
Baptist Church, Franklin-
ton) who both exemplify 
Christian service, com-
mitment and love. It is 
going to be a fun ride. “

LOUISIANA CHURCH INSURANCE
“Three generations 
of Galloway’s serving 
Louisiana Churches.”

www.louisianachurchinsurance.com l 800.256.0700

Call us
for  your  church 
insurance needs
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By Will Hall
Message executive editor

See LITTON,  page 15

Lawmakers defect, Fairness in Women’s Sports fails

Plagiarism scandal embroils 
SBC President Ed Litton
By Will Hall
Message executive editor

BATON ROUGE, La. 
(LBM) – A critical bill that 
would have prevented bio-
logical males (as transgender 
women) from taking women’s 
sports team spots away from 
biological females was de-
feated, July 21, during a veto 
override session in the Louisi-
ana House, when 10 represen-
tatives either defected or did 
not vote after having previ-
ously supported the legisla-
tion in the regular session.

Sen. Beth Mizell (R), 
Senate president pro tem-

pore and a member of First 
Baptist Church, Franklinton, 
authored S.B. 156 “Fairness in 
Women’s Sports Act” as an 
attempt to level the playing 
field for women athletes. The 
bill was a response against the 
H.R. 5 “Equality Act” submit-
ted in the U.S. Congress that 
would allow biological males 
to compete as females. It was 
passed at the federal level by 
the House and is awaiting a 
vote in the Senate. However, 
an executive mandate pro-
moting transgender rights by 
President Joe Biden (D) calls 
for a review of federal poli-
cies that likely will produce 

the same result as passage of 
H.R. 5.

REGULAR SESSION

In the spring, the Loui-
siana Senate passed Mizell’s 
measure to guard against 
males on female teams, 29-6-
4, and the House, too, 78-19-
8. However, Gov. John Bel 
Edwards (D) vetoed S.B. 156, 
causing an uproar among the 
faith community across the 
state, leading to the historic 
override session.

OVERRIDE SESSION

In the Senate, Mizell urged 
members who had previously 
supported the bill to stand 
firm.

“On May 6, we voted for 
S.B. 156 because we believed 
overwhelmingly that com-
petition in women’s sports 
deserved protection. We 
did that with no prodding, 
no carrots, no sticks and 
not even  sugar,” an appar-
ent reference to the political 
pressure brought to bear on 
legislatures by opponents to 

the bill.
Mizell also mentioned 

the support garnered from 
the school superintendents 
around the state as well as 
the sports governing body, 
the Louisiana High School 
Athletic Association.

In the end, two-thirds of 
the senators voted to override 
the governor’s veto, 26-12-1, 
sending the measure to the 
House.

Four senators did not vote 
for the bill the second time: 
Regina Barrow (D), Katrina 
Jackson (D), Gary Smith (D), 
and Gregory Tarver (D). 

Sen. Mike Fesi (R), who 
was absent during the spring 
vote, voted in favor of S.B. 156 
during the override session 
and even spoke in support of 
it from the floor. 

In the House, Rep. Laura 
Schlegel (R) presented the bill 
for a vote, also underscoring 
the need to protect female 
athletes’ rights, which are 
enshrined in Title IX of the 
Education Amendments Act 
of 1972.

“It’s simply about one 
thing: fairness in women’s 

sports,” she said, adding that 
during the regular session 
the bill “passed overwhelm-
ingly with 78 votes from both 
Democrats and Republicans 
with 50 coauthors.”

She also pointed out that 
it was the overwhelming 
response of Louisiana citi-
zens’ support of the bill that 
prompted lawmakers to call 
for the historic veto override 
session.

In the end, however, the 
vote was 68-30-6, two votes 
short of the super majority 
needed to override the gover-
nor’s veto.

Seven House members 
abandoned their previous 
positions and voted against 
the Fairness in Women’s 
Sports Act: Roy Daryl Adams 
(I), Chad Brown (D), Robby 
Carter (D), Mack Courmier 
(D), Travis Johnson (D), Jer-
emy LaCombe (D), and Pat 
Moore (D).

Three representatives who 
voted for S.B. 156 the first 
time were absent from the 
veto override session: Wilford 
Carter (D), Kenny Cox (D), 
and Malinda White (I).

WASHINGTON (LBM) – 
National media outlets such 
as the Washington Times 
and Newsweek have re-
ported a plagiarism scandal 
involving Ed Litton, pas-
tor of Redemption Church 
in Saraland, Alabama, and 
newly elected president of 
the Southern Baptist Con-
vention. 

Now, the Conservative 
Baptist Network, with a 
membership of 10,000 pas-
tors and other church lead-
ers, has issued a statement 
calling for Litton to resign.

REPORTS

The controversy erupted 
with an anonymous post-
ing, June 24, of a compari-
son of sermons preached by 
Litton and J.D. Greear, pas-
tor of The Summit Church 
in Raleigh, North Carolina, 
and immediate past SBC 
president. The video mon-
tage shows several seg-
ments where Litton repeats 
word-for-word from differ-
ent portions of a sermon on 
Romans first preached by 
Greear. 

Questions also have been 
raised about the theology 
presented in the sermons, 
which claim that God only 
“whispers” against sexual 
sin such as homosexuality.

The fallout has been 
broad, with other media 
outlets following up with 
subsequent reports of pla-

giarism by Litton. 
Meanwhile, Newsweek 

reported, June 28, that 
“more than 140 videos were 
either unavailable or hid-
den across several playlists 
on the Redemption Church 
YouTube page” after Litton 
“came under fire.” 

Redemption Church 
released a statement, June 
28, to Baptist Press, explain-
ing that “we have taken 
down sermon series prior to 
2020 because people were 
going through sermons in 
an attempt to discredit and 
malign our pastor.”

RESPONSES

Greear released a state-
ment detailing that Litton 
had requested to use the 
sermon and had been given 
permission. Greear also 
explained away similari-
ties of a personal mission-
ary anecdote he used in 
the sermon that seemed to 
mimic a personal missionary 
anecdote by Paul Tripp, a 
“pastor, event speaker, and 
a best-selling and award-
winning author,” according 
to www.paultripp.com. 

Greear also shared that 
he had borrowed the “whis-
pers” concept from one of 
his “favorite Bible teach-
ers,” Jen Wilken, and that 
“She was quoting from 
the late RC Sproul in his 
book What’s In the Bible?, 
co-authored with Robert 
Wolgemuth, in their chapter 
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Connection from page 8

By Staff
Baptist Message

ALEXANDRIA, La. 
(LBM) — Louisiana Bap-
tists are invited to rec-
ommend candidates to 
serve on state convention 
boards and committees, 
and, are asked to submit 
resolutions for possible 
consideration by messen-
gers at the 2021 Louisiana 
Baptist Convention.

COMMITTEES

The Louisiana Baptist 
Committee on Commit-
tees will be conducting 
its work early this fall to 
fill 17 openings on five 
state convention commit-
tees: Credentials; Moral 
and Social Concerns; 
Nominations; Order of 
Business; and Resolu-
tions.

Nominations should 
be sent not later than 

LBC seeks resolutions, nominees for committees, boards
Aug. 17 to Jake Roud-
kowski, a member of 
First Baptist Church, 
Mandeville, who is the 
Committee on Com-
mittees chair. Please 
forward your recom-
mendations via email, 
jaker@nobts,edu, or the 
U.S. Mail, Dr. Jake Roud-
kowski, 78689 Hwy. 25, 
Folsom, LA 70437.

BOARDS

The Louisiana Baptist 
Committee on Nomina-
tions will begin its work, 
also in early fall, to fill 22 
vacancies on the LBC Ex-
ecutive Board as well as 
the trustee bodies of the 
Louisiana College, Loui-
siana Baptist Children’s 
Home and Family Min-
istries, Baptist Message, 
and Baptist Foundation. 

Nominations should 
be sent not later than 
Aug. 17 to Philip Robert-

son, the pastor of Phila-
delphia Baptist Church, 
Deville, with a second 
campus in Alexandria, 
who is the Committee on 
Nominations chair. Please 
forward your recommen-
dations via email, pas-
tor@pbcministry.com, or 
the U.S. Mail, Dr. Philip 
Robertson, P.O. Box 4540, 
Pineville, LA 71361.

BOTH

Please submit the 
candidate’s name and 
identify the committee 
or board for which you 
are nominating him or 
her; and include informa-
tion about the nominee’s 
church membership and 
current employment.

Not more than the 
pastor and two members 
from any church may 
serve on all boards and 
committees, combined, at 
any one time. Likewise, 
not more than one mem-
ber of the same church 
may serve on the same 
board or committee, at 
any one time.

RESOLUTIONS

The first Committee 
on Resolutions meeting is 
scheduled for Sept. 7 and 
submissions are request-
ed to be sent as early as 

possible for consider-
ation. Resolutions may be 
submitted for review and 
consideration not more 
than 90 days and not 
fewer than 15 days prior 
to the LBC annual meet-
ing, Nov. 16, providing a 
window of opportunity 
from Aug. 18 through 
Nov. 1.

All statements should 
be typewritten, titled, and 
dated, and, accompanied 
by a letter – from a church 
qualified to send a messen-
ger to the annual meeting 
of the Louisiana Baptist 
Convention – certifying 
that the person submit-
ting the resolution is a 
member in good standing. 
The letter should include 
complete contact informa-
tion for both the person 
submitting it and his or 

her church.
No person may submit 

more than three resolu-
tions per year.

Johnny Hoychick, a 
member of First Baptist 
Church, Rayville, is the 
Committee on Resolu-
tions chair. You may send 
proposed resolutions to 
the committee via fax, 
318.449.4287, email, pol-
icy@LouisianaBaptists.
org, or U.S. Mail, ATTN: 
Resolutions Commit-
tee, LBC Office of Public 
Policy, P. O. Box 311, 
Alexandria, LA 71309.

If you desire assistance 
with wording or format-
ting, please contact LBC 
Public Policy Director 
Will Hall by phone, 
318.448.3402, or email, 
Policy@LouisianaBap-
tists.org.

another state or coun-
try,” she said. “We are 
gung-ho on missions. 
Souls get saved and that’s 
the ultimate reason why 
we do what we do any-
way.”

Gamble was raised 
in DeSoto Parish and 
worked as an engineer 
before he and his wife 
surrendered to mission 

work in Alaska. He start-
ed Sand Lake Fellowship 
in Anchorage in 2013 and 
expanded his ministry in 
2018 to include a facil-
ity that houses mission 
teams.

Sand Lake Fellowship, 
which was averaging 35 
people before the pan-
demic, recently began 
meeting with the congre-
gation of the First Baptist 
Church in Anchorage, 
which drew 30 for Sun-
day morning worship 
services in March 2020. 
Since they began meet-
ing together for services, 
attendance has increased 
to an average of 90, in-
cluding a high of 111 for 
Easter.

Gamble said he is ex-
cited about how God will 
use his church and the 
mission house and invites 
Louisiana Baptists to join 
him in reaching those 
in the Great Frontier 
for Christ: “Come join 
us and be a part of what 
God is doing here.”

Ministry teams 
interested in using 
the mission house in 
Alaska or joining him 
in ministry efforts 
should email dvdgam-
ble@yahoo.com or call 
907.787.9215.
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Litton from page 13

First Bossier from page 3

Submitted photo

spread quickly to the attic 
and other buildings includ-
ing the childcare center 
and various youth facili-
ties. About 65 firefighters 
fought the blaze, finally 
extinguishing it about 3:30 
p.m. that same day.

Only the worship cen-
ter, Tiny Town preschool 
area and some of the 
administrative offices were 
not damaged.

Rather than fold, the 
church rallied and chose to 
rise above the ashes.

The congregation held 
a meeting in the Bossier 
Civic Center two days 
later to pray, worship and 
organize for recovery, 
and then gathered Dec. 
16, 2018, to look ahead to 
the future during the first 
Sunday morning worship 
service after the fire.

Once construction 
plans were finalized, a 
groundbreaking ceremony 
was held Sept. 29, 2019.

Jurkovich offered that, 
early on, the thought of 
rebuilding so much of the 
campus was overwhelm-
ing to him, but he knew 
God would give the church 
strength to persevere.

“You can sit there 

with any strategy when 
it strikes and be over-
whelmed and you feel that 
on a thousand different 
levels,” he said. “As a pas-
tor you go ‘Lord will we 
hang tough, fight through 
this and persevere.’ I am so 
thankful he gave us a spirit 
of courage and commit-
ment. It would have been 
so easy to give up, espe-
cially after we were dealt 
another blow with the 
pandemic.

“Even in the midst of all 
this, the Lord put things 
in front of us that are 
pretty cool,” he continued. 
“I am proud of our staff 
team for standing strong, 
I am proud of our church 
leadership for keeping the 
faith. During the pan-
demic we could have been 
scared but we knew God 
provided the finances and 
the moment.”

CONTINUED BLESSINGS

In the last few months 
alone, Jurkcovich said, 
God has moved powerfully 
through First Bossier: 

-- During the last 
week in June, 13 students 
stepped forward at a beach 

Members and guests enjoy the new rotunda, which will be a focal point 
for all who enter near the worship center for years to come.

camp for baptism, and 22 
new believers were bap-
tized during the worship 
service on campus. 

-- A month before that, 
former New Orleans Saint 
quarterback Drew Brees, 
a devout Christian, signed 
a partnership with First 
Bossier’s sports outreach 
to bring a flag football 
league to its Freedom 
Fields, with an anticipated 
September kickoff. His 
“Football ‘N’America” 
league has 23 locations 
around the nation, includ-
ing First Bossier.

-- The campus hosted 
more than 4,000 people for 
an annual “Eggstravagan-
za” celebration for Easter, 
and another 5,000 folks 
showed up for a fireworks 
event the Sunday night 
before Memorial Day to 
kick-off the summer.

“You could tell that 
even in the midst of a 
rebuild there are just con-
necting points happen-
ing as a ministry to reach 
people for Christ and 
strengthen the church,” 
Jurkovich said. “This is 
what we are about and af-
ter what we went through 
two-and-a-half years, it 
has all been very encour-
aging.”

A new chapel was built to replace Faith Chapel, the original worship cen-
ter that was destroyed by the 2018 fire.

on creation.”
For his part, Litton 

issued a statement, dated 
“yesterday,” explain-
ing that he decided to 
use Greear’s work after 
consulting with his eight-
man sermon preparation 
team.

“In that process, I 
learned about my friend 
J.D. Greear’s messages on 
Romans and discovered 
what he had recently 
preached resonated 
with the direction God 
was leading me and our 
preaching team. We often 
consulted his manuscripts 
along with other resourc-
es as we prepared,” he 
wrote.

“With his permission, 
I borrowed some of his 
insights” as well as “three 
closing points,” he stated. 
He also said the mission-
ary anecdote he used was 
not Greear’s, but Tripp’s 
from “his devotional 
New Morning Mercies on 
January 22nd. His story 
took place in India.”

REACTION

The Conservative 
Baptist Network, which 
describes itself as a “broad-
based grassroots move-
ment of Southern Baptists 
of all generations who are 
committed to the sufficien-
cy of Scripture,” issued a 
statement, July 20, calling 
the “repeated plagiarism of 
multiple sources” by Litton 
“sinful behavior.”

“The Conservative Bap-
tist Network delayed com-
menting on this matter 
publicly in the hope that 
personal conversations and 
counsel with President 
Litton would lead him 
to acknowledge his error 
and repent” the statement 
reads. “Sadly, this has not 
occurred.”

The group called for 
“the leaders of the SBC 
to address this matter 
promptly and biblically” 
and for Litton “to step 
down from office and focus 
on his personal spiritual 
development with his lo-
cal church.”
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Vaccinations from page 10
BEST VACCINE?

The benefit of all three 
vaccines exceeds the risk, 
Courmier told the group.

“However, if you have a 
choice, and most people do, 
I would not choose the J&J” 
[ Johnson & Johnson vac-
cine], he offered, citing a 1 
in 750,000 chance of a blood 
clot. But he also emphasized 
that “you are much, much, 
much, much more likely to 
get a blood clot from some of 
the other medications that we 
take.”

PRO-LIFE CONCERNS?  

According to the CDC, 
three COVID-19 vaccines 
are approved for use in the 
United States: Pfizer (ages 12 
and older); Moderna (ages 18 
and older); and  Johnson & 
Johnson (ages 18 and older). 

The Pfizer and Mod-
erna vaccines were produced 
without use of federal human 
fetal stem cell lines (two lines 
were developed from aborted 
babies, one in 1972 and 
another in 1985). However, 

some safety testing of these 
two vaccines used the tissue 
cloned from these aborted 
babies. Johnson & Johnson, 
on the other hand, used the 
cloned tissue in the design 
and development, production, 
and testing of its vaccine.

“We’re not promoting 
abortion. We’re not precipi-
tating more abortions for the 
purposes of research,” Cour-
mier said.

“We have the issue of us-
ing something bad and creat-
ing something that’s saving 
a whole lot of lives,” he said. 
“In some sense, redeeming 
that abortion.”

VARIANTS

Courmier took questions 
about vaccinated people 
getting infected by new 
COVID-19 variants and vac-
cinations for people who have 
the antibodies from having 
recovered from the virus.
“So far, even if you get in-
fected with the vaccine, most 
people don’t require hospital-
ization,” he said, remarking 
that symptoms are less severe 

for people who have been vac-
cinated and get infected with 
COVID-19.

Additionally, the vaccine 
“protects you against repeated 
infections,” he said.

Similarly, Courmier said 
those who have the antibodies 
from having recovered from 
COVID-19 are better pro-
tected by being vaccinated. 
He described the advantage as 
“an obvious, and much more 
robust antibody production 
when you are infected and 
then you get the vaccine, than 
infected alone.”

YOUNG ADULTS, CHILDREN

Courmier said the vaccines 
do not affect the fertility of 
women and that it is “scien-
tifically impossible” for the 
vaccines to alter DNA, in re-
sponse to questions about the 
vaccine’s impact on college-
age adults.

He further commented 
about the upcoming aca-
demic year and vaccinations 
for adolescents (12-year-olds, 
plus, were approved for vac-
cinations in May).

“I have very strong recom-
mendations and encourage-
ments that adults get the 

vaccines,” Courmier stated. 
Although he does advocate 
for 12-17-year-olds to get the 
vaccinations, he said “it’s not 
as strong” an endorsement. 

“I think if every adult got 
it, you could achieve a suffi-
cient herd immunity that the 
children would get colds and 
they would get over it and 
you would be fine,” he said. 
“But we can’t do that. I don’t 
think it’s going to happen. I 
would like to think it would, 
but the reality is it’s probably 
not. 

“So, we are going to have 
to figure about another way 
to achieve herd immunity and 
part of the way is to vaccinate 
our children so that when 
they go to grandparents that 
aren’t vaccinated, they will 
stay safe,” he reasoned. “And 
they go back to their homes 
with parents that don’t want 
to vaccinate, they stay safe. 
And neighbors stay safe and 
so forth. I do advocate for it.”

OTHER THOUGHTS

Courmier said the con-
text for making his personal 
appeal to Christians around 
the state was that “we are the 
people that embrace truth. I 

just want to make sure that 
you understand that if you 
say no to the vaccine, I am 
okay with that -- as long as 
you are saying ‘no’ for the 
right reasons. If you are say-
ing ‘no’ because of all the 
false and wrong reasons, that 
is horrible to me. At least 
make an informed reason and 
that is why I am here today.”

In his closing remarks, 
Louisiana Baptist Executive 
Director Steve Horn encour-
aged others to get the vac-
cine.

“For what it’s worth to my 
staff, I hope you will think 
incredibly seriously about 
getting the vaccination for 
all the reasons stated today,” 
he said. “I have a 10-year-old 
that can’t get the shot and 
I want him to be as safe as 
possible.

“And also, my argument 
would be, I just have come 
to believe it’s the right thing 
to do,” Horn said. “You have 
to make up your mind, but I 
agree what with Dr. Courm-
ier has said. If you come at it 
a different way, at least come 
at it from a situation that is 
based on things that are true, 
not on things that are rheto-
ric or fiction.”
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