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SHREVEPORT, La. (LBM) – Church-
es throughout the state are encouraged 
to pray for 
the youth 
expected to 
attend the 
upcoming 
Student 
Night set 
for the eve-
ning prior to the upcoming Louisiana 
Baptist Convention Evangelism Confer-
ence’s first session.

Student night opens
ECON 2021, Jan. 24

Pro-life marches planned
for eight locations, Jan. 23

BATON ROUGE, La. (LBM) – The 2021 Loui-
siana Life Marches have moved to a 
one-day socially distanced life chain 
event Jan. 23.

Originally, the life marches were 
scheduled to take place around the 
state over a three-week period in Janu-
ary and February, but novel coronavi-
rus pandemic concerns caused orga-
nizers to alter the format for “Stand 
for Life, Louisiana.”

Only the Baton Rouge event will 
include a program from 9-10 a.m. on 
the Capitol building steps and will fea-
ture messages, music and prayer that 
will be streamed live on the Louisiana 
Right to Life Facebook page. A lineup 
of speakers will be announced closer to the event 
date. Attendance will be limited to 500 people, 
who must register online at https://prolifelouisi-

ana.org/louisiana-life-march-south/.
Following the event in Baton Rouge, pro-life 

supporters will gather from 10:30 a.m. to noon at 
designated locations around the state:

-- Alexandria (Intersection of Jackson Street 
and McArthur Boulevard)

-- Baton Rouge (756 Colonial Dr. 
and also Plank Road in front of St. 
Isadore Church)

-- Bossier City (Airline Drive 
between Viking Drive and George De-
ment Boulevard)

-- Marksville (Intersection of Ferdi-
nand Street and Tunica Drive)

-- Metairie (Intersection of Veter-
ans Boulevard and Causeway Boule-
vard)

-- New Orleans (Corner of Press 
Drive and Gentilly Boulevard)

-- Opelousas (Union Street between 
Our Lady Queen of Angels Church and Holy 

Life marches around the state may look different this year because of COVID-19 restrictions, but at least eight locations have planned to host life 
chains during “Stand for Life, Louisiana” on Jan. 23. Additionally, a program is planned that day in Baton Rouge prior to the start of the life chains.

NLBA ‘Call to Prayer’ 
slated for Jan. 31

BOSSIER CITY, La. (LBM) – Pastors 
and congregation members will ask God 
to intervene for a nation facing uncer-
tain times during the Northwest Loui-
siana Baptist Association’s sixth annual 

See PRAYER,  page 7
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Director of Missions Lane Moore will lead the Northwest 
Louisiana Baptist Association’s annual “Call to Prayer” 

LC named ‘Top 30 Christian College’

PINEVILLE, La. 
(LBM) -- Louisiana Col-
lege has been named a 
Top 30 Christian College 

by BestValueSchools.org, 
a research and resource 
group committed to help-
ing prospective students 
and families find the best 
colleges and universities 
that meet their educational 

needs and maximize the 
student experience.

Louisiana College Presi-
dent Rick Brewer said he 
is pleased for the college 

See TOP 30,  page 11

A youngster stands for life.
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COTTON VALLEY, 
La. (LBM) – � e 10 active 
members of Cornerstone 
Baptist Church were 
fi nalizing plans to close 

Webster-Claiborne church reopens as community ministry hub
in late 2019, meeting with 
Webster-Claiborne Bap-
tist Association Director 
of Missions Randy Hales 
to share their desire 
that the property would 
continue to be used for 
ministry after they dis-

banded.
For several months the 

association, which was 
given ownership of the 
campus, resisted off ers 
to sell the facility, believ-
ing God would provide a 
church to continue min-
istry eff orts at the former 
Cornerstone Baptist site. 
� en in July, Unity Bap-
tist Church in Cotton 
Valley approached Hales 
with the idea of using 
the assets as a commu-
nity ministry hub. Two 
months later, the location 
was brought back to life.

Since Unity Baptist 
launched the ministry 
center in September, 
they have hosted a prayer 
gathering, organized two 
food distribution events 
and invited an African-
American congregation, 
formerly affi  liated with 

the Methodist Church, to 
meet in the facility every 
Sunday.

Gene Gibson, pastor 
of Unity Baptist, said the 
community of 1,000 has 
embraced the eff ort.

“� e community abso-
lutely loves this,” he said. 
“� ey have stopped by 
the church offi  ce to ask 
when the next food dis-
tribution will take place, 
but not because they are 
only wanting to be on the 
receiving end. � ey want 
to get involved whether 
by handing out food or 
giving money to this 
ministry. � ey are getting 
involved fi nancially and 
with their time.”

Hales said the former 
Cornerstone Baptist 
congregation is akin to 
the early New Testa-
ment congregations, who 

thrived in their early 
days, but, over time, dis-
banded.

“All of us in reality are 
grandchildren of those 
parent congregations,” 
Hales said. “Congrega-
tions sometimes are like 
human lives. We have 
your youth period, we 
enter into an aged pe-
riod and then we die as 
the community changes. 
While Cornerstone Bap-
tist Church no longer oc-
cupies the property, their 
legacy lives on through 
another sister church in 
the same community.”

Gibson said prayer has 
been a catalyst for the 
success of the ministry 
center.

For more than a year, 
the Cornerstone Baptist 
congregation had prayed 
God would lead them to 
become a hub for com-
munity ministry. After 
several potential deals for 
the property fell through, 
God provided the new 
purpose for Cornerstone 
Baptist’s facility.

� e fi rst event held at 
the repurposed facility 
was a Sept. 26 simulcast 
of the Return, a global 
prayer event held on the 
National Mall. More than 
65 people from the com-
munity gathered inside, 
joining 3.8 million from 
57 countries for the Inter-
net broadcast.

“A little bit at a time 
people are beginning to 
realize we can all work 
together, no matter your 
race, age or where you 
are from,” Gibson said. 
“When we came together 
and prayed together I 
think that opened the 
door for things we haven’t 
seen yet take place out of 
this community ministry 
center, for His glory.”
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ULM students now share Christ, not just room

MONROE, La. (LBM) 
– Matthew Hurst was 
a long-time skeptic of 
Christianity with little 
desire to follow the ways 
of the Lord when he met 
his roommate, Jonathan 
Jenkins, in August.

Soon afterward, the 
two University of Loui-
siana-Monroe students 
developed a friendship 
that God used to soften 
Hurst’s heart to the Gos-
pel. Through a series of 
spiritual conversations, 
Jenkins, a member of the 
Well Church in Monroe, 
answered Hurst’s questions 
about Jesus, causing Hurst 
to become a fully devoted 
follower of Christ.

Hurst, along with 
three other new converts, 
shared about their trans-
formations during a special 
baptism/one-year anniver-
sary service attended by 51 

Matthew Hurst celebrates his baptism at the Well Church in Monroe Jan. 
3.  Looking on are his roommate, Jonathan Jenkins (left) and Pastor Lar-
rese Rollins.

Pastor Larrese Rollins leads a prayer during the one-year anniversary cel-
ebration service at the Well Church in Monroe. The church has seen atten-
dance increase from 17 on Jan. 5, 2020, to 51 on Jan. 3 2021.

people at the Well Church 
Jan. 3.

“Seeing Jonathan’s 
passion, strength and 
faith in Christ along with 
answering all the questions 
reopened my eyes,” Hurst 

told the Baptist Message. 
“It lit a fire in me, and I 
started reading the Bible 
every morning and became 
motivated to learn who 
God truly is.

“It was actually a little 

nerve racking to be bap-
tized because of everybody 
watching, but easy at the 
same time because they 
were all excited for me,” 
Hurst said. “All glory goes 
to God in that moment 

of going in the water and 
coming out.”

The Well Church 
started with a core group 
of 17 on Jan. 5, 2020, and 
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Congregations unite to rebuild Union Baptist Church

JOYCE, La. (LBM) 
– Hurricane Laura dam-
aged the fellowship hall of 
Union Baptist Church in 
Joyce, Aug. 27, leaving the 
congregation of 30 active 
members to seek God’s 
help in rebuilding the 

facility.
Five weeks after the 

storm blew a tree on 
top of the facility, their 
prayers were answered.

Throughout November, 
as the result of organiz-
ing efforts by leaders of 
the North Central Baptist 
Association, the congre-
gations of First Baptist 

Church in Calvin, First 
Baptist Church in Jones-
boro, New Jerusalem Bap-
tist Church in Winnfield 
and Sweetwater Baptist 
Church in Quitman sent 
volunteers to remodel the 
kitchen and replace the 
roof.

Members of Atlanta 
Baptist Church, Bethle-
hem Baptist Church in 
Winnfield, Quitman Bap-
tist Church, South Win-
nfield Baptist Church and 
Welcome Home Baptist 
Church in Dodson also 
provided meals each day 
for the volunteers.

Pastor Mike Green told 
the Baptist Message he 
was encouraged that so 
many churches stepped 
up and modeled the body 
of Christ in action for 
those in need.

“My hat goes off to 
everyone who gave up 
their time and resources 
to come out and help us 
out,” Green said. “They 
were a great Godsend 
when we needed a helping 
hand.”

Craig James, associa-
tional missions strategist 
for North Central Baptist 
Association, expressed his 
gratitude for the coopera-
tive effort by the church-
es.

“They have been very 

Volunteers help rebuild the fellowship hall of Union Baptist Church in Joyce. Nu-
merous churches have sent members to remodel the kitchen and replace the roof. 
Both were damaged by Hurricane Laura, Aug. 27, 2020.

active as missionaries 
for the Lord in our own 
association,” James said. 
“When we think about 
missions, most of the time 
we think of international 
missions or national mis-
sions. With Union Baptist 
Church, we see an oppor-
tunity for mission work 
at home. It is amazing 
to see the Lord at work 
through His Church. Ron-
nie Huckaby and Monty 
Huckaby have been a 
blessing from the Lord 
as they lead the project 
at Union. We pray the 
Lord bless Union Baptist 
Church in the days to 

come with spiritual and 
numerical growth.”

Monty Huckaby, a 
member of Sweetwater 
Baptist Church, said he 
was honored to be a part 
of a team bringing help to 
a sister church.

“Some came with tool 
belts and others brought 
food fit for a king,” Huck-
aby said. “We started each 
day the right way, with 
prayer led by Brother 
Mike Green who asked 
God’s direction and pro-
tection as we worked. It 
truly is an honor that God 
allows us the opportunity 
to serve as just an exten-
sion of His hands. There 
remains much work to do 
and plenty of opportuni-
ties for those who wish to 
serve.”

Moving forward, Green 
said additional work to 
be completed includes 
replacing the ceiling, light 
fixtures and bathrooms. 
He is confident God will 
continue to send more la-
borers to rebuild a church 
that will be a mighty 
lighthouse in the future to 
the community of Joyce.

“When Christians 
come together and begin 
to work as one, we receive 
a mighty blessing,” Green 
said. “The Lord is going 
to send more people our 
way. If anyone wants to 
come, we would be more 
than happy to put them to 
work.”

For information 
about how you can help 
rebuild Union Baptist 
Church, contact Mike 
Green, 318.413.7075.
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a month later had 
increased to 45. Through-
out COVID-19, the church 
remained close knit. The 
newly formed congrega-
tion continued to meet for 
Bible study through Zoom, 
and, Pastor Larrese Rollins 
shared Sunday morning 
messages online.

Rollins said that because 
they had formed a culture 
of unity before their first 
meeting, worship atten-
dance did not dramatically 
decrease when the new 
congregation resumed in-

person meetings on June 14 
with 33 people. Attendance 
has increased even more, 
reaching a high of 66 in 
November, but averaging 
50 for most Sunday morn-
ing worship services.

He noted that the bap-
tisms reflected a spirit of 
discipleship that his mem-
bers have embraced.

“Just as it takes a village 
to raise a child, it takes a 
church to raise a Chris-
tian,” Rollins said. “We 
collectively work to dis-
ciple one another and we 

encourage inviting others 
into the orbit of your life. 
Our church sees a lot of 
each other, sometimes up 
to four days here a week, 
and that helps to cultivate 
the reality of discipleship.”

In addition to disciple-
ship, members have devel-
oped a passion for evange-
lism.

As an outreach initia-
tive, “Operation 7-11,” the 
congregation has pledged 
to share the Gospel with 
the 7,000 people who live 
within a mile radius of the 
church during the next 
eleven months of 2021. 
Following Sunday morning 
services, a group of four 
members rotate each week 
and venture into the com-
munity for door-to-door 
evangelism.

While COVID-19 
limited their efforts to 
112 Gospel conversations 
in 2020, Rollins believes 
members are primed for a 
great spiritual harvest in 
2021.

“The neighborhood 
we are serving is plagued 
by gun violence and we 
want to see that commu-
nity restored spiritually, 
emotionally, economically 
and socially,” Rollins said. 
“We start with the Gospel 
because it speaks to every 
part of the human condi-

tion.”
Looking ahead to the 

next 11 months, Rollins is 
excited about meeting two 
goals set for the members: 
addressing the systemic 
needs of the community 
and equipping his mem-
bers to do the work of 
holistic ministry. 

“Churches can get in 

a slump by just allowing 
the professionals to do 
work of the church,” he 
said. “However, we want 
to sacrifice professional-
ism for faithfulness. We 
need disciples of Jesus 
being faithful in the work 
Christ has called us to and 
that requires them to be 
equipped.”

Larrese, Alicia and Brave Alivia Rollins have seen God move at the Well 
Church in Monroe and the surrounding neighborhood since its first ser-
vice in January 2020. The church baptized four people during its one-year 
anniversary celebration Jan. 3.
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LC alum, wife aid students with scholarships, support LC with gift annuity

Don Hill (left), president of DMH & Associates, shakes hands with Louisiana College President Rick Brewer. Hill, 
a 1964 summa cum laude graduate of LC, and his wife, Terry, have been giving back to the school by providing 
five scholarships a year and now with a donation through a charitable gift annuity.

PINEVILLE, LA (LBM) 
-- An act of generosity that 
began with a $100 scholar-
ship for one Baton Rouge 
teenager has multiplied 
many times over during 
the last 60 years to affect 
countless young people at 
Louisiana College.

Don Hill, president 
of DMH & Associates, a 
company that provides 
consulting and marketing 
services to clients in the 
financial services indus-
try, said that $100 was 
enough back in 1960 to 
tilt the scales for him, and 
he enrolled in Louisiana 
College to study math and 
business.

As a high school se-
nior, Hill was given a 
$100 scholarship to attend 
Louisiana College, and that 
settled his college decision.

“My whole life has been 
God leading me,” he said. 
“Louisiana College was the 

right spot for me.”
Since then, Hill, a 1964 

summa cum laude LC 
graduate, with his wife 
Terry, have spent their 
lives giving back.

The Hills have been pro-
viding scholarships for five 
LC students each year for 
several years now through 
the Board of Visitors 
Scholarship Fund started 
by the school’s president, 
Rick Brewer, in 2015. The 
Hills were founding mem-
bers. They also have used 
various ways to give back 
to LC from cash donations-
-from donating appreciated 
stocks to making Qualified 
Charitable Distributions 
(QCD) from his IRA.

“After the age 70 1/2, 
you’re mandated by the 
federal government to take 
a Required Mandatory 
Distribution out of your 
IRA account, a certain per-
centage each year, and it 
increases as you age,” Hill 
explained. “It would be 
counted as taxable income 

if I deposited the yearly 
distributions or I can make 
QCD’s, which transfers 
money directly from the 
IRA to LC. Using this 

approach, we do not pay 
taxes on the distribution 
because we don’t actually 
receive the money.”

Most recently, the Hills 

worked with the Louisiana 
Baptist Foundation and 
established a charitable 
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“Call to Prayer” Jan. 31, 
6 p.m., at Airline Baptist 
Church, Bossier City.

“Our churches will 
come together to ask God 
to create in me a clean 
heart, create in us a holy 
church, create in civil 
authorities righteousness 
and integrity, and create 
healing in those who are 
broken & hurting,” Di-
rector of Missions Lane 
Moore told the Baptist 
Message.

Additionally, the Call 
to Prayer will include 
a special emphasis on 
health care workers. A 
nurse and physician from 
Willis-Knighton Health 
System in Shreveport/
Bossier City will share 
words of appreciation 
to the association, and 
participants will have an 
opportunity to express 
their gratitude for the 
dedication and hard work 
of health care workers 
throughout COVID-19. 

While COVID-19 
restrictions will prevent 
participants from gath-
ering in small groups 

around the worship cen-
ter, Moore said the spirit 
of prayer will be the same 
as previous Call to Prayer 
events.

“We have so much to 
pray for in this current 
time in which we live,” 
Moore said. “Lord knows 
we need to be praying 
more than ever. 

“Not long after last 
year’s Call to Prayer, 
everyone’s world turned 
upside down with CO-
VID hitting in March,” he 
continued. “2020 has not 
been the most thrilling 
year we had to look back 
on and everyone is emo-
tionally frayed over the 
stress added to people’s 
lives and the constant 
concern about being cau-
tious and safe to avoid 
catching or spreading the 
virus. We need to come 
together as a family. This 
is a perfect time to do 
that.”

For those unable to 
attend, the service will be 
livestreamed on the Air-
line Baptist website and 
Facebook page.

gift annuity with LC as 
the beneficiary.

Jeff Steed, the execu-
tive director of the Loui-
siana Baptist Foundation, 
said gifts like the Hills’s 
provide a two-fold ben-
efit.

“Don and Terry Hill 
have established a chari-
table gift annuity that 
will provide retirement 
income to them and then 
benefit the tremendous 
work of Louisiana College 
to advance the cause of 
Christ by impacting the 
lives of many students,” 
Steed said.

Brewer was thankful 
for the generosity and 
support from the Hills, 
who, he said, continu-
ously put their money 
where their hearts are as 
Christians.

“Don and Terry Hill 
continue to lead the way 
for Louisiana College 
with support for Chris-
tian higher education 
now and into the future 
through this giving ini-
tiative,” Brewer shared. 
“May their charitable gift 
annuity inspire scores of 

other Alums of the Col-
lege to do the same -- the 
value associated with en-
suring a Christ-centered 
education for future gen-
erations is inestimable.”

Hill was honored 
in the fall of 2015 as a 
Louisiana College Dis-
tinguished Alumni. The 
plaque hangs in their liv-
ing room in Dallas, Terry 
Hill said, adding that 
she is very proud of her 
husband of 53 years and 
believes LC played a big 
part in his early life.

“I see how he’s turned 
out in business and in his 
personal life. LC is doing 
a great job. I am a little 
prejudiced,” she said jok-
ingly. “He’s a good man. 
He’s smart. I’m smarter, 
but he is pretty smart.”

“Seriously,” she added, 
“His going to LC and the 
atmosphere there was 
good for him, and that’s 
been a blessing to both of 
us.”

After all these years 
together, the Hills are 
still playful. Don Hill 
refers to his wife as his 
soulmate, hinting at their 

one mind, spiritually and 
financially.

“I’ve been very blessed 
with intellect and with 
everything I’ve tried 
to do,” he said. “God 
has blessed me. I have 
received nice compen-
sation, and I’ve never 
forgotten the value of my 
four years at LC.”

Hill said he has tried 
to give back to the place 
that gave him his career 
start ever since he got his 
first real job—beginning 
with $1,000 annually to 
what was then called the 
President’s Club. Once 
Brewer became president 
in 2015, and Hill saw the 
direction LC was going, 
he began to give in ear-
nest.

“I knew he’d put the 
funds to good use,” he 
said.

Hill recounted 
Brewer’s request during 
a breakfast meeting in 
Dallas in which the col-
lege president told him 
the Student Government 
Association had made 
a request for additional 
campus lighting to im-
prove safety on campus.

“When he said SGA—
I was president of SGA 

back then—I said ‘OK,’” 
Hill said.

He discussed it with 
his wife and told Brewer 
they would provide 
$50,000 for lighting and 
landscaping on campus.”

“Dr. Brewer’s quite 
persuasive,” Hill said 
with a smile. “Seriously, 
though, we did hit it off 
from the first time we 
met. My wife liked him, 
and she doesn’t necessar-
ily like all the people I 
meet.”

Terry Hill is com-
pletely supportive of her 
husband’s philanthropic 
choices.

“Louisiana College is 
a good school,” she said 
sweetly. “It did a very 
good job with my hus-
band. If God helps you, 
and you can help other 
people, that’s a good 
thing. It’s your responsi-
bility to give back when 
you can.”

The Hills have also 
provided funding at LC 
for refurbishment of the 
restrooms in the H.O. 
West Lobby and the Ath-
letic Facilities Campaign. 
They donated additional 
money for the computer 
science classroom in Ca-
vanaugh Hall.

Don Hill, who fur-
thered his education, 
earning a master’s degree 

on a fellowship to Florida 
State University thanks 
to the encouragement 
and support of an LC pro-
fessor, emphasized that 
the value of his time in 
college cannot be overes-
timated.

“Going to LC was the 
most important four-year 
period of my whole life,” 
he emphasized, encourag-
ing students to take ad-
vantage of the small class 
sizes, the involvement of 
professors and the extra 
curriculum activities LC 
offers -- because it makes 
a huge difference in the 
long run.

Hill has worked all 
over the country—begin-
ning as a statistician for 
the federal government 
for the Public Health 
Service, then for IBM 
and ultimately becoming 
executive vice president 
of a national credit bu-
reau as well as president 
of a bankruptcy services 
company.

“It was here at LC that 
my intellect was sharp-
ened, my faith deepened, 
my leadership capabili-
ties expanded, and my 
social skills enhanced,” 
Hill said. It gave a lot to 
me, and I’m still trying to 
repay. I still have a long 
way to go.”
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Louisiana Right to Life: COVID-19 vaccines and abortion

NEW ORLEANS 
(LBM) – “We need 100 
percent ethical options,” 
Ben Clapper, executive 
director of Louisiana 
Right to Life, is urging 
Louisianans to demand of 
elected officials regard-
ing COVID-19 vaccines as 
well as common immuni-
zations.

Clapper issued the plea 
in a statewide electronic 
message addressing the 
ethical concerns in the 
development and testing 
of vaccines now being 
distributed to inoculate 
citizens against the novel 
coronavirus that origi-
nated in China and since 
March 2020 has claimed 
nearly 400,000 lives 
across the United States, 
including nearly 8,000 
Louisianans, as of January 
12, 2021.

“Tragically, for years, 

biological research has 
used cell lines derived 
from the fetal tissue of a 
few aborted babies in the 
1960s and 70s to produce 
and test drugs and vac-
cines,” Clapper said. 

He added that the cells 
harvested from the abort-
ed babies have been rep-
licated indefinitely, and 
that no further abortions 
have been performed 
to procure these cells. 
But, he said, funding of 
research using the old 
abortion-derived cell line 
was allowed to continue. 

“And because of that, 
we still face the issue of 
vaccines that have uti-
lized the abortion-derived 
cell lines,” Clapper ex-
plained.

According to the Na-
tional Review (Dec. 20):

-- Neither the Pfizer 
nor the Moderna used 
the aborted fetal cell lines 
to develop a vaccine. 
However, both used the 

abortion-derived cell line 
in a later testing phase 
to check the potency of 
their respective vaccines.

-- AstraZeneca as well 
as Johnson & Johnson, 
who soon will be seeking 
approval of their vac-
cines, used the abortion-
derived cell line in both 
the production of their 
vaccines and in testing 
them.

-- Only one vaccine in 
the pipeline is known to 
be free of any ties what-
soever to embryonic stem 
cells. CureVac, a German 
biotech firm, has just 
begun Phase 3 clinical tri-
als on a COVID-19 drug. 
However, at this time the 
company is focused only 
on the European market.

Clapper said the use of 
the abortion-related stem 
cell line “is not a new is-
sue.”

“For years, the same 
questions have faced us 
with other vaccines,” he 
explained. “For example, 
the MMR + Chickenpox 
vaccine utilizes the abor-
tion-derived cell lines in 
its production. There is 
still no alternative that 
does not use the cells, 
even though the pro-life 
movement has called for 
an option for years.” 

“Vaccines are impor-
tant and have noble goals 
in eradicating diseases 
and illnesses such as 
COVID-19,” Clapper con-
tinued. “But human life 
should never be sacrificed 
in that pursuit. For our 
part, we will continue 
to advocate for ethical 
research and against the 
use of biological materi-
als derived from aborted 
children, whether in the 
past, present, or future.” 

 Clapper asked pro-
life Louisianans to pray 
and “remem-
ber these 
little lives 
who bodies … 
were used as 
raw material 
in scientific 
research” and 
to take action 
to ensure “a 
future where 
vaccines have 
no connection 
to abortion.” 
He urged indi-
viduals reach 
out to leaders to demand 
100 percent ethical al-
ternatives to the vac-
cines now offered and an 
eventual end to the use of 
embryonic stem cells in 
making medicines.

Sen. Bill Cassidy, 
(202) 224-5824; Sen. 
John Kennedy, (202) 
224-4623; Rep. Garret 
Graves, (202) 225-3901; 
Rep. Clay Higgins, (202) 
225-2031; Rep. Mike 
Johnson, (202) 225-2777; 
Rep. Cedric Richmond, 
(202) 225-6636; Rep. 
Steve Scalise, (202) 225-
3015.

ERLC’s Moore asks 
Trump to resign

NASHVILLE, Tenn. 
(LBM) – The Religion 
News Service, a secu-
lar outlet based at the 
University of Missouri 

School of Journalism, 
reported Jan. 10 that Rus-
sell Moore, president of 
the Ethics & Religious 
Liberty Commission 
of the Southern Bap-
tist Convention, called 
on President Trump to 
resign.

“Mr. President, people 
are dead,” Moore tweet-
ed Jan. 8. “The Capitol is 
ransacked. There are 12 
dangerous days for our 
country left. Could you 
please step down and let 
our country heal?”

Moore’s tweet fol-
lowed the riot and break-
in at the Capitol by hun-
dreds of attendees who 
were among 8,000 or so 
participants at a Trump 
rally, Jan. 6, in Washing-
ton, D.C.

The RNS described 
Moore as an “outspoken 
Never Trumper,” refer-
encing Moore’s insult of 
Trump as an “arrogant 

huckster” 
and Trump’s 
retort, call-
ing Moore “a 
nasty guy with 
no heart!” 

In articles 
he published 
in the Wash-
ington Post 
and New York 
Times in 2016, 
Moore’s op-
position to 
Trump led 
him also to 

insult Southern Baptist 
Trump supporters. He 
subsequently apologized 
twice (December 2016, 
March 2017) after hun-
dreds of churches left the 
SBC or withheld funding 
from the Cooperative 
Program, the primary 
channel of financial 
support for cooperative 
missions and ministries 
among Southern Bap-
tists. 

In 2017 two SBC 
Executive Committee 
task forces were formed 
to investigate Moore’s 
impact on cooperation 
within the SBC – with a 
representative of one of 
the groups saying four 
months later that the 
frenzy of calls, emails and 
letters had “tapered off 
over time as we all began 
to pray.” Then on Feb. 
18, 2020, Baptist Press 

Russell Moore
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COVID-19 from page 8
reported that the SBC EC 
had set up another task 
force to assess the ERLC 
after public and private 
accusations that the 
ERLC was “not adequate-
ly fulfilling its Conven-
tion-approved ministry 
assignments.” This group 
is set to release its find-
ings next month. 

Recently, the ERLC 
came under fire for a 
friend of the court brief 
it filed with the 5th U.S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals 
in McRaney v. North 
American Mission Board. 
In what is believed to be a 
first in the history of the 
ERLC, the SBC entity had 
to file a correction with 
the court due to claiming, 
originally, that the South-
ern Baptist Convention 
governs state conventions 
and churches.

As a follow up to his 
tweet, Moore sent out 
a Jan. 10 newsletter to 
declare he was not going 
to crow “I told you so” 
about Trump, and, to give 
his perspective on what 
should be done, now:

“If I were the Presi-
dent, I would resign. If I 
were the Vice President, 
I would assemble the 
cabinet in accordance 
with the 25th Amend-
ment. If I were a Member 
of Congress, I would vote 
to impeach. And if I were 
a United States senator, 
I would vote to convict. 
And I would be willing, if 
necessary, to lose my seat 
to do so. As a matter of 
fact, I am willing, if nec-
essary, to lose this seat. 

Georgia Pastor Mike 
Stone to be nominated 
for SBC president

VILLA RICA, Ga. 
(TCI) – Mike Stone, pas-
tor of Emmanuel Baptist 
Church in Blackshear, 
Georgia, “will be nomi-
nated in June to be the 
next president of the 
Southern Baptist Con-
vention,” according to a 
letter released Jan 13.

Kevin Williams, pas-
tor of Villa Rica Bap-
tist Church, Villa Rica, 
Georgia, and president 
of the Georgia Baptist 
Convention, released the 
announcement to The 
Christian Index, the state 

convention’s news ser-
vice.

The 2021 SBC Annual 
Meeting will be held in 
Nashville, Tennessee, 
June 15-16.

STATEMENT OF SUPPORT

“At this critical mo-
ment in our history, 
Southern Baptists need 
to be led by a trusted 
local 
church 
pastor 
with 
strong 
convic-
tions 
about 
the suf-
ficiency 
of Scrip-
ture, a 
passion 
for evan-
gelism, 
and deep 
experi-
ence in 
the work 
of our 
Conven-
tion,” Williams wrote. 
“Pastor Mike Stone is 
a trusted leader among 
Georgia Baptists and I 
believe he is the kind of 
experienced pastor and 
statesman Southern Bap-
tists need.”

“The Lord has blessed 
Emmanuel Baptist with 
great growth. Yet it is 
not so large that Pastor 
Mike cannot relate to the 
everyday challenges of 
our pastors and church-
es. The experience Pastor 
Mike has helping to lead 
our state and nearly 25 
years serving one of our 
strongest Georgia Baptist 
churches have prepared 
him for this new assign-
ment,” Williams added. 

CANDIDATE’S RESPONSE

Stone told the Baptist 
Message he was “very ex-
cited about the possibil-
ity of serving Southern 
Baptists in this way.”

“I was not seeking this 
out, but the Lord laid it 
on my heart, which was 
confirmed when some 
SBC leaders approached 
me,” he said.

He also shared three 
priorities he would like 
to see the SBC adopt and 
fervently support.

“We need a focus 
on evangelism – not 
on another strategy or 
slogan, but actually do-
ing evangelism,” Stone 
emphasized. “I would 
like to lead us to train 
Southern Baptists in 
how to share the Gospel, 
resource them, and then 
initiate wave evangelism 
– a unison of efforts -- 
across the nation. We’re 
very diverse, and soul-
winning is the one thing 
I believe that will unite 
us. There are enough 

different 
evan-
gelistic 
events 
to fit the 
needs 
of any 
size and 
type of 
congre-
gation or 
group of 
church-
es.”

“I also 
want to 
cham-
pion the 
suffi-
ciency of 

Scripture,” Stone con-
tinued. “It is a doctrine 
Southern Baptists have 
long held, but recently 
there are uncertain 
sounds about this is-
sue that are originating 
in many corners of the 
Convention.

“Finally, within these 
emphases, I want to fos-
ter greater involvement 
of grassroots Southern 
Baptists. We acknowl-
edge ecclesiastically that 
we are not a top-down 
hierarchy,” Stone said. 
“However, increas-
ingly, we are being led 
by smaller and smaller 
groups of decision mak-
ers.

“We have always been 
at our best when we pro-
mote broad cooperation 
in shaping the direction 
of the Convention. We 
are better led by pastors 
and members of a local 
church – after all we are 
a convention of churches 
not entities.”

BY THE NUMBERS

The Christian Index 
provided background on 
Stone’s service with a 
local church, the Georgia 
Baptist Convention and 
the Southern Baptist 
Convention:

-- Stone has served 
Emmanuel Baptist 
Church since 1996; after 
five years on staff, he 
was unanimously elected 
pastor in 2002. 

-- In a rural South 
Georgia town of fewer 
than 4,000 people, un-
der Stone’s leadership 
the congregation nearly 
doubled in worship at-
tendance to a pre-COV-
ID average of more than 
1,000 in attendance.

-- During his tenure, 
the church has averaged 
63 baptisms per year 
through an emphasis on 
personal soul-winning. 

-- Stone also has led 
his church to give strong 
support to cooperative 
ministries and missions, 
contributing more than 
$2.5 million through the 
Cooperative Program 
(which translates to 
10 percent of undesig-
nated receipts in 2020, 
$226,097 of $2.1 million, 
and a 25-year average of 
9 percent).

-- Emmanuel has been 
the leading contributor 
to the Piedmont-Okefe-
nokee Association each 
year of Stone’s pastorate.

-- He is the immedi-
ate past chairman of the 
SBC Executive Commit-
tee, having served on the 
search committee that 
called Ronnie Floyd as 
president. 

-- Stone was elected 
president of the Geor-
gia Baptist Convention, 

2017-2018; and, he served 
as chairman of the 
Georgia Baptist Mission 
Board executive commit-
tee, helping lead one of 
the largest state conven-
tions in the SBC family.

FINAL THOUGHTS

Williams said he 
“could not be more ex-
cited” to share the news.

“Please join me in 
praying for Pastor Mike 
Stone and his wife, 
Andrea,” he concluded, 
urging Southern Baptists 
to “make your plans to 
be at the SBC Annual 
Meeting in Nashville.”

The Texan, news 
service of the Southern 
Baptists of Texas Con-
vention, published Oct. 
23, 2020, that R. Albert 
Mohler Jr., president of 
Southern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary, has 
announced that he will 
be nominated for SBC 
president. According to 
the Texan, Mohler previ-
ously shared his willing-
ness to be nominated 
in Orlando in 2020, but 
that annual meeting was 
cancelled because of the 
novel coronavirus pan-
demic.

Adapted from an 
article published in 
The Christian Index 
by John Courtney, lead 
strategist for research 
and development with 
the Georgia Baptist 
Mission Board. 

Pastor Mike Stone
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 PRINT YOUR AD HERE

Business/ChurCh

ADDress

City PhOne

MAiL AD/CheCK tO: Baptist Message l P.O. Box 311 l Alexandria, La. 71309

List DAtes tO run:

CLASSIFIED AD RATE: 

Cost is $6 per line (5 words per line); 25 word minimum. 
Advertisement must be accompanied with payment in advance

and there are no discounts for classified line ads.

BAPTIST MESSAGE CLASSIFIED AD FORM

To place a classified ad , complete this form and fax to 318.445.8328

or mail to Baptist Message Advertising, 1250 MacArthur Drive, P.O. Box 311, Alexandria, LA 71309

For questions, please call Rhonda at 318.449.4351 or email rhonda@baptistmessage.com

Message

DAVIS CHURCH PEW UP-

HOLSTERY, 4313 Hwy. 18 
East Quitman, Mississippi 
39355  Melton & Sandra Da-
vis. 30-plus years of experi-
ence, Family-Owned and 
Operated. Variety of fabrics 
available. Work done on-
site. ALL WORK GUARAN-

TEED. Call for estimates: 
601.776.6617. If remodeling 
your sanctuary, please give 
us a call about upholstering 
your pews!

ROCKY SPRINGS BAPTIST 

CHURCH in Lisbon, LA is 
looking for a bi-vocational 

music leader.  Please call 
318.680.7419 for further in-
formation or resumes can 
be emailed to ginr834@bell-
south.net.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH of 

Slidell, LA is seeking a part-

time director of preschool 

ministries.  Please visit fbc-
slidell.org for more informa-
tion.

HARGIS BAPTIST CHURCH 

in the Hargis Community of 
Montgomery, LA is seeking 
a bi-vocational pastor. Par-
sonage is available.  For more 
information call Irene Lun-
sford 318.646.3712

Call Advertising Direc-

tor Rhonda Havens at 

318.449.4351 or 877.234.3832 
to place your ads.

701 Jackson St. l Alexandria, LA 71301 l 318.442.3363
2701 Military Hwy l Pineville, LA 71360 l 318.640.1678
11886 Hwy. 84 West l Jena, LA 71342 l 318.992.4158

445 W Bontemps St. l Marksville, LA 71351 l 318.253.5979
www.hixsonbrothers.com

CALL 318. 449.3451
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Marches from page one

Student from page one

Top 30 from page one

Answer to January 7 Scripture Crypto:

First Corinthians six: four

The Scripture Crypto is a Bible verse in which one letter has been substituted for another, thus encoding the verse. To fi nd out what the verse 
is, you must determine what each letter is a substitute for. An “a,” for example, may stand for a “t” in this week’s issue of the ScriptureCrypto. 
Next week, “a” could stand for a “d.” Each week, each letter is diff erent. Solve by trial and error. The answer will be given next week. Note: All 
numerals, such as those in the scripture reference after the verse, are spelled out.

Scripture Crypto

Clues: 

Z = S;  T = I

ZORBB T EOSX ERAS CK GDSRI, RXI CK QRESD, RXI CK 

MBSZO EORE T ORPS ATBBSI MYD CK ZOSRDSDZ, RXI NTPS TE 

 

FXEY CSX, QOYC T AXYQ XYE QOSXHS EOSK GS? 

MTDZE ZRCFSB EQSXEK-MTPS:SBSPSX

EDITOR’S NOTE: Do you have a Revival, 

Homecoming, a new pastor, a community 

outreach or a concert? The Baptist Message 

would love to share your church news with 

the rest of the state. It is very easy to do, 

just send in your information (who, what, 

where and when) to philip@baptistmes-

sage.com or call 318.449.4345. To get your 

event in the paper, please submit your in-

formation three weeks prior to the event.

ON THE MOVE

 John McCatherty is the interim pastor 

at Ferry Lake Baptist Church, Oil City.

REVIVAL

 First Baptist Church, Homer: Revival, 
January 17-20, 6:30 p.m. Evangelist: Bill 
Britt. Worship: WeRCalled. Pastor: Brian 

Thurman.

 Emmanuel Baptist Church, Shreveport: 

Harvest Day, January 24. Evangelist: 

Sam Moore. Pastor: Chad Harbarger.

 First Baptist Church, Keithville: Har-
vest Sunday, January 24, 10:15 a.m. 

Evangelist: Bill Britt. Pastor: Mike Stow-

ell.

 First Baptist Church, Starks: One Day 

Revival Event; January 31,  11:15 a.m. 

Evangelist: Bill Britt. Pastor: Ron Butler.

 Goodwill Baptist Church, Oak Grove: 

Revival, February-7-10. Evangelist/Wor-

ship: Mackey Willis Family. Pastor: Lucas 

House.

 Sweetwater Baptist Church, Quitman: 

Revival, February 28-March 3. Evangelist: 

Bill Britt. Pastor: Wilton Wall.

LAGNIAPPE

 Earnest Little available for sup-

ply and interim in the Central Louisiana 

area.  Please call 318.663.2770.

 Under shepherd seeking a church 

body to love and care for.  Please 

call David Cox at 318.461.2526 or 

318.461.9388.

 Man Up Men’s Conference, Janu-

ary 29, Farmerville Rec Center. Speaker:

John Stroup.
 Northwest Louisiana Baptist Associa-

tion, Shreveport: Call to Prayer VI, Jan-

uary 31, 6 p.m. at Airline Baptist Church. 

Thirty-fi ve pastors will be praying and 

reading scripture and these pastors will 

be sharing brief devotionals to lead in 

various areas of prayer. Speakers: Terry 
Young, Airline Baptist Church: James 
Jenkins, Baptist Bible Fellowship; Co-
rey Smith, Heritage Baptist Church 

and Scott Teutsch, Trinity Heights 

Baptist Church. An extra feature The Call 

to Prayer will be available on Facebook 

Live or by going to YOUTUBE and typing 

in Airline Baptist Church of Bossier City. 

Worship: The Airline Choir and Praise 

team. Lane Moore, Director of Missions.

 First Baptist Church, Vivian: Man to 
Man – Understanding the Bible, 
February 20, 5 p.m. Speaker: Bob Utley.
A contemporary Bible teacher, Utley will 

help men understand the Bible better 

and how to study God’s word. Dinner will 

be provided by the church. Worship: Ms. 

Amanda. For more information, call the 

church at 318.375.3245. Pastor: Brett 

Puckitt.

 LOUISIANANOTABLES
Student Night, scheduled 

for 6 p.m., Jan. 24, at Sum-
mer Grove Baptist Church 
in Shreveport, will feature 
an encouraging message by 
evangelist Luke Hocken-
jos and music by the Jason 
Lovins Band.

Hockenjos will share 
about how Jesus set him free 
from a lifestyle of alcohol 
and drug abuse and suicidal 
thoughts. He is a member 
of First Baptist Church in 
Haughton and founder of 
Give ‘em Jesus evangelistic 
ministry.

Brandon Lewis, youth 
ministry strategist for Loui-
siana Baptists, said social 
distancing will be observed 
to ensure safety of partici-
pants.

“We are really excited 
about Student Night at 
ECON and hope that shift-
ing to Sunday evening will 
make it easier for area youth 
groups to attend,” Lewis 

told the Baptist Message. “It 
will be a great opportunity 
for students to invite their 
friends to an event where 
the Gospel will be shared 
clearly.”

ECON will take place 
Jan. 25-26 at Summer 
Grove Baptist Church and 
will feature messages by 
Richard Ross, professor of 
youth ministry at South-
western Baptist � eological 
Seminary; Richard Taylor, 
interim evangelism direc-
tor and director of personal 
evangelism and fellowships 
for the Southern Baptists 
of Texas Convention; Gary 
Bowlin, president of the 
Louisiana Conference of 
Southern Baptist Evange-
lists;  Roc Collins, director 
of evangelism for the Ten-
nessee Baptist Convention 
Board; Sammy Gilbreath, 
director of evangelism for 
the Alabama State Board 
of Missions; and, Dennis 

Ghost Catholic Church)
-- Shreveport (Youree 

Boulevard between Kings 
Highway and Southfi eld 
Road)

Participants are encour-
aged to hold signs declaring 
they stand for life.

“Despite restrictions 
from COVID, we wanted to 
make sure we stood for life 
in some way,” Alexandra 
Seghers, director of educa-
tion for Louisiana Right to 
Life, told the Baptist Mes-
sage. “We can’t get through 
January without protesting 
abortion. So, in order to 
maintain that memorializa-
tion of Roe v. Wade, we 
will have a simple program 

at the Capitol followed by 
people gathering at one of 
eight local life events. We 
ask that people be visible, 
keep the message simple 
and not be political – to be 
peaceful and focus on the 
pro-life message.”

According to the Louisi-
ana Department of Health 
and Hospitals, preliminary 
numbers for the state in 
2019 (latest data available) 
showed that 8,144 abortions 
were performed, an increase 
from 8,097 reported in 2018.

For more information 
on the Louisiana Life 
March, visit https://pro-
lifelouisiana.org/standfor-
life.

to be recognized nationally by 
BestValueSchools.org.

“� e Best Value 
School ranking 
validates the eff orts 
of LC’s world-class 
faculty, students 
and staff ,” he said. 
“We are grateful 
for this ranking 
as it demonstrates 
our commitment to Christ-
centered academic excellence, 
our aff ordability, our diver-
sity, and our unparalleled 
commitment to teaching.

Brewer praised the faculty 
and staff  for this prestigious 

ranking.
“It is a privilege to serve 

alongside so many 
wonderful col-
leagues and to serve 
the student body of 
Louisiana College 
as we achieve our 
mission together of 
preparing gradu-
ates and delivering 

a transformational Christian 
higher education experience,” 
he said.

BestValueSchools.org 
uses tuition costs, gradua-
tion rates, student-to-faculty 
rations, and other statistics 

from the U.S. Department of 
Education as part of its rank-
ing methodology. Descrip-
tions of campus values and 
student life are drawn from 
college websites, student pub-
lications and other subjective 
sources.

Swanberg, a Christian come-
dian and former pastor of 
First Baptist Church, West 
Monroe.

� e praise and worship 
lineup for ECON over the 
two-day period includes the 
Jason Lovins Band and the 
Foto Sisters.

� ere will be a senior 
adult luncheon at 11:30 
a.m. on Tuesday. Follow-
ing the meal, senior adults 
will move into the worship 
center for the afternoon 
general session that will 
include inspiring messages 
by Gilbreath and Swanberg, 
as well as music by the Foto 
Sisters. � e registration 
deadline for the meal has 
passed, but a limited num-
ber of tickets may be avail-
able for purchase at Summer 
Grove Baptist.

For more information 
about Student Night, visit 
labaptistyouth.com/stu-
dentnight.
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