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Change of location results in changes of heart
CROWLEY – Regina Istre received a 

late Mother’s Day present, but the delay 
did not lessen her joy.

The mother of two was ecstatic May 
21 to see her children baptized, and mo-
ments later followed them in this step of 
obedience as well.

“It was wonderful to have them walk 
alongside me on this special day,” said 
Istre, who gave her heart to Christ and 

committed to live for Him during a wor-
ship service at Berean Baptist Church 
April 16, the same day as her children. 
“Knowing that we all will be walking 
with God in Heaven is something that I 
can rejoice in. This was a blessing and 
a great family memory we always will 
share.

“Before we accepted Christ we 
weren’t whole,” she continued. “But 
since April 16th when we decided to put 
Christ in our lives, the change has been 
evident.”

MORE CHANGES

Istre and her two children were 
among nine people baptized in a portable 
baptistery at the multi-ethnic Berean 
Baptist Church in Crowley. The special 
service included a presentation of a cer-
tificate of church membership and a shirt 
containing the church name and logo.

“We hold our baptisms outside as a 
way to reach people who may be passing 

Crowley’s Regina Istre was baptized on May 21 by Berean Baptist Church Pastor Den-
nis Smith shortly after her two children were baptized in a portable baptistery.

In a special service Regina Istre, her two children and nine oth-
ers were baptized at Berean Baptist Church in Crowley May 21.

Plan a crusade, plan to pray, Graham rep says 

PINEVILLE – As more and more 
Louisiana Baptists commit to “pray for 
every home and share Christ with every 
person” as part of the 2017-2018 Harvest 
evangelism initiative, a representative with 
the Billy Graham Evangelism Association 
told directors of missions and pastors from 
around the state that as much as prayer 
plays a role in mass evangelism, planning is 
critical, too.

ORGANIZATION IS KEY

“Plan it like an iceberg,” J.W. Hutch-
ens said at the Baptist Mission Center in 

Pineville, Tuesday, May 16, saying, like 
an iceberg, so much about a crusade is not 
readily apparent.

“The evangelist is only 10 percent of it,” 
he emphasized. “Preparation is 50 percent 
of a crusade. Forty percent is follow-up.”

PLANNED PRAYER, TOO

But he also underscored the importance 
of intentional and regular prayer.

“If you do not plan on having a great 
prayer structure for your crusade, don’t 
have a crusade,” “Prayer God blesses. 
When you have a crusade, bathe it in 
prayer.”

See CRUSADE on 3

J.W. Hutchens shares about impact a crusade 
can have on a community.

NAMB tells 
court McRaney 
controversy is 
‘ecclesiastical’ 

ABERDEEN, Miss. – 
Claiming state and federal 
courts have no jurisdiction in 
“ecclesiastical matters,” the 
Southern Baptist Convention’s 
North American Mission Board 
filed an official response May 
18 to a lawsuit by a former 
state convention leader which 
accused the mission board of 
ongoing interference in the 
minister’s employment relation-
ships and continued business 
dealings.

Will McRaney, formerly the 
executive director of the Baptist 
Convention of Maryland/Dela-
ware (BCMD), filed the 7-page 
lawsuit April 7 in Winston 
County, Miss., alleging numer-
ous instances of “slander and/or 
libel.” He also claimed “inten-
tional interference by NAMB 
leaders” had caused him to be 
“uninvited” to a large mission 
emphasis scheduled there in Oc-
tober of 2016 and to the Florida 
Baptist Pastors’ Conference in 
November of 2016.
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Baptism from page one

by and wonder why people are 
in going underwater and back 
up seconds later,” said Berean 
Baptist Pastor Dennis Smith. 
“Those who do pass by we 
pray have a receptive heart and 
see the excitement we have for 
what God has birthed here at 
Berean Baptist Church.”

FAST START

Smith started Berean Baptist 
Church in his home with his 
wife, Shareca, two sons, Dennis 
Jr. and Patrick, mother-in-law, 
Patricia Robinson, and fam-
ily friend, Brenda Johnson, in 
September 2013.

An associate pastor at Isra-
elite Baptist Church in Crowley 
at the time, Smith was encour-
aged to explore the possibil-
ity of planting a church after 
meeting with his pastor, Alan 
Knuckles, director of missions 
for Acadia Baptist Associa-
tion, and Ernie Davis, pastor 
of Olivet Christian Church in 
Lafayette.

Within a week of meeting 
in his home, Smith was of-
fered the opportunity to move 
the church into a building two 
blocks from his home. The 
church grew and six months 

later was drawing around 20 for 
worship and Bible study.

PEOPLE FOCUS & LOCUS

By May 2016, Smith and 
his congregation decided to 
move from its shopping center 
location to a church building 
closer to a residential section 
of Crowley, where they have 
remained to this day.

“It’s like the growth of the 
church has taken off,” Smith 
said. “Now we are in the com-
munity and able to have a real 
physical presence that we didn’t 
have at our other location.”

Since moving one year ago, 
the church has held a number of 
outreach events. Most recently, 
they hosted an Easter egg 
hunt that drew more than 200 
people.

The congregation also has 
started a community garden. 
Working with area agencies, 
the church holds a class every 
Wednesday on nutrition led by 
a representative from the LSU 
Ag Center. After each class, at-
tendees work in the garden and 
are able to pick some produce 
to take home with them.

“What we do is a lot of 
work but very exciting,” Smith 

said. “It’s a great reward to see 
development of a ministry and 
seeing people who have never 
been really involved to jump 
right in and serve. The Lord 
has called us to be something 
different than people are used 
to seeing in this community and 
that’s a church really passionate 
about not only ministering to 
the spiritual man but also to the 
physical person.”

GOD IS GOOD

A bi-vocational pastor, 
Smith has worked 25 years at 
CenterPoint Energy, a natural 
gas company. He said work-
ing a secular job allows him 
to practice what he preaches, 
which is being a light for Christ 
in one’s daily place of employ-
ment.

“It’s challenge trying to stay 

prepared for ministry and work-
ing my other job,” Smith said. 
“I try to stay engaged with the 
people at my secular job and be 
a witness for Christ there. With-
out a supportive church family 
that includes my wife and sons, 
it would be much more diffi cult 
to have a healthy balance of my 
secular job and my church job.”

As he looks toward the fu-
ture, Smith is quick to empha-
size the congregation’s growth, 
numerically and spiritually, is 
not anything he has done, but 
only God’s favor.

“It’s amazing because when 
we left our previous location, 
I told our church, ‘The Lord 
wants to show Himself through-
out the process,’” he said. 

“He moved in a mighty way. 
It was nobody but God who 
worked it out and is still doing 
so to this today.”

A woman is overcome with emotions during a baptismal service at Ber-
ean Baptist Church in Crowley. The church baptized nine people during a 
special baptism service May 21.

EDITOR’S NOTE: This advertisment is con-
sistent with the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion’s 2006 Resolution on alcohol.
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Crusade from page one
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COOPERATE FOR SUCCESS

Hutchens said crusades 
can range from just a few 
hundred in attendance to as 
many as 40,000, and both 
large- and medium-sized 
events require a concerted 
effort of many churches 
focused on drawing the lost 
to hear about Christ.

He said bringing multiple 
churches together to part-
ner in a crusade will create 
buzz in the community and 
display a spirit of oneness 
to those outside the church 
walls, many who may be 
hurt and wounded.

Building on that, Hutch-
ens encouraged the directors 
of missions and pastors in 
attendance to hold an infor-
mation meeting to initiate 
the crusade. 

Engage as many leaders 
as possible in the months 
ahead, he urged. 

He also told the gathered 
leaders to plan on training 
a steering committee, as 
well as enrolling counsel-
ors in a four-week course 
about sharing the Gospel, 
so they will be familiar with 
the process when the time 
comes during the crusade.

UNITY, REVIVAL & AWAKENING

After the crusade, bless-
ings likely will follow, 
Hutchens offered, within 
congregations and around 
them.

The community will be 
saturated in prayer, unity 
will be evident among area 
churches and hundreds of 
people will be trained in 
evangelism and anxious to 
put it to use, he said.

“Once people are trained 
in how to share their faith, 
they have a change in life-
style,” Hutchens explained, 
adding that unity leads to 

revival among believers. 
“And the community notices 
that.”

MOMENTUM BUILDING

The majority of Harvest 
events will take place in 
2018, but a few already have 
been completed this year, 
including:

-- Student Night, Jan. 
24, during the Louisiana 
Baptists Evangelism Con-
ference, Temple Baptist 
Church, Ruston (dozens 
came forward for prayer: 34 
persons made spiritual deci-
sions - 10 repented for salva-
tion, 13 repented to restore 
their fellowship with Christ, 
nine made other commit-
ments, two declared a call to 
vocational ministry); 

-- a Hope, Love and 
Freedom spiritual renewal 
event for believers, April 
3-5, at Southeastern Louisi-
ana University in Hammond 
(200 attended the first night, 
building to more than 700 
the final night); and, 

-- the Real Hope crusade, 
April 30-May 3, at Jones-
boro-Hodge High School 
and Winnfield Middle 
School (700 attended each 
night of the four-day revival; 
25 repented in making first-
time public professions of 
faith in Jesus, 35 repented 
and recommitted their lives 
to Christ, two surrendered to 
career ministry).

Lonnie Wascom, director 
of missions for the North-
shore Baptist Association of 
churches that hosted the cru-
sade at Southeastern Loui-
siana University, said they 
plan to pull off a different 
Harvest event in 2018, but 
said the planning committee 
from his association had not 
decided an exact type yet.

“There’s something about 
the synergy among churches 

that come together,” Was-
com said. “Whether prayer 
walking, holding a joint 
revival, or, coordinating 
a mobile home park out-
reach, unity builds a certain 
dynamic, and, it creates a 
movement of God.”

HOPE IS ON THE WAY

Robert Daniel, director 
of missions for Big Creek, 
Central Louisiana and North 
Rapides associations, said 
the combined Area Planning 
Committee is pursuing sev-
eral event ideas, but has yet 
to finalize on the details.

He indicated the church-
es likely will have some 
block parties and other 
outreach efforts leading up 
to the main Harvest event, 
which will likely take place 
in 2018.

“The Harvest is impor-
tant because we want our 
community to know that 
Jesus is the only way to 
eternal life and his plan of 
salvation is available to 
everyone,” Daniel said. “We 
believe Harvest is some-
thing we can use to impact 
central Louisiana and God’s 
kingdom.”

Meanwhile, the churches 

of the Red River Baptist 
Association just finished 
hosting a crusade on May 
21-27.

MORE IS NEEDED

Buddy Willis, director of 
missions for LaSalle Baptist 
Association, said the Harvest 

is needed because revival 
among churches and the com-
munity is needed. 

“Drugs and alcohol are 
among the problems every-
where I go,” Willis said. 
“These people are looking for 
hope. If they put Jesus in their 
heart, He can truly satisfy 
them.”

Wayne Jenkins, Louisiana Baptists evangelism and church growth direc-
tor, addresses pastors and directors of missions during a recent meeting 
about the Harvest evangelism initiative.
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PINEVILLE – Twenty-six 
Louisiana Baptist churches are 
just two months away from host-
ing an international mission trip 
in their home state.

Around 50 South Korean 
children are expected to partici-
pate in the ninth annual Camp 
USA, a two-week midsummer 
adventure for elementary and 
middle school students. They 
will spend July 14-23 in central 
Louisiana and the remainder of 
their time in Ponchatoula.

A partnership of REACH 
Missions and the Korean Baptist 
Church Development Board, 
the camp involves 25 churches 
in Big Creek, Central Louisiana 
and North Rapides Baptist Asso-
ciations, along with First Baptist 
Church in Ponchatoula.

UNIQUE EXPERIENCE

The children will partici-
pate in Vacation Bible School, 
games, English classes and 
other activities at CENLA area 
churches and the Tall Timbers 
Baptist Conference Center in 

Camp USA: An international mission trip at home

Fifty South Korean children will be coming to Louisiana July14-23 for the 
ninth annual Camp USA. The children will split their time in Central Loui-
siana and end their visit in Ponchatoula.

Woodworth.
After a week in central 

Louisiana, the campers will 
depart for southeast Louisiana 
where the South Koreans will 
enjoy recreational activities 
and excursions and take part in 
a music camp at First Baptist 
Ponchatoula with children of the 
church. The week will conclude 
with a musical performance July 
30, 6:30 p.m., in the First Bap-

tist Ponchatoula worship center. 
The campers return the next day 
to their country.

SHAPING HEARTS FOR MISSIONS

“Camp USA is a truly unique 
children’s activity which height-
ens the awareness of different 
cultures at a very young age,” 
said David Cranford, pastor of 
First Baptist Ponchatoula. “It 

primes the missions pump in the 
hearts of young people. 

“The vision of heaven from 
Revelation speaks of ‘a great 
multitude that no one could 
count, from every nation, tribe, 
people and language, standing 
before the throne and before the 
Lamb,’” he continued. “Camp 
USA is a small picture of that 
great tapestry as we are united 
with our brothers and sisters 
from South Korea.”

Tim Hisaw, pastor of Tioga 
First Baptist Church, said one of 
the highlights for the South Ko-
rean children is staying in host 
homes of Louisiana families. Re-
quirements for host homes that 
are still needed include housing 
one to two children, providing 
transportation to and from the 
camp and exhibiting Christian 
principles during the week.

“It’s a great opportunity to 
learn about a different culture 
for the Koreans as well as the 
host homes,” Hisaw said. “With 
social media, relationships 
that are established here in the 
homes can be maintained over 

time. For many of the campers, 
their favorite part of the trip is 
the home stay, where some of 
them get to for the fi rst time in-
teract with an American family.”

DOING MORE, TOGETHER

Camp USA is one of the 
events the Big Creek, Central 
Louisiana and North Rapides 
Baptist Association of churches 
participate in together. Hisaw 
said this effort displays what an 
association is all about.

“It’s wonderful to see 
churches in our area individu-
ally cooperate to accomplish 
something they couldn’t do 
alone,” Hisaw said. “Each year 
the churches see this as a great 
mission opportunity that brings 
missions from across several 
continents to right here in cen-
tral Louisiana.”

Anyone interested in serv-
ing as a host family should 
contact First Baptist Poncha-
toula, 985.386.3075, or Tioga 
First Baptist, tim@tiogafbc.
com or 318.640.4760.
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PINEVILLE – As children, 
most of us enjoyed a simple 
game that not only stimulated 
our minds but kept us from 
mischief. 

The pencil and paper activ-
ity was called “Connect the 
Dots.” This activity always 
involved some type of drawing 
which contained a sequence of 
numbered dots. 

The purpose was to begin 
with the first dot and draw a 
line to the second dot and so on. 
Soon, an outline of an object 
was revealed. An additional 
lagniappe, usually, was having 
extended time to color in the 
drawing. 

Designed for children, this 
activity also captivates adults 
and allows one idea to be as-
sociated with another in order to 
find a “big picture.”  

So, let’s connect some dots 
about “Christian homes.”

Dot 1:  God created the family for 
evangelism and discipleship.

As believers, we would find 

‘Connecting the dots’ for a Christian home
it difficult to oppose the idea 
that our homes should be Chris-
tian. The fact is, however, that 
individual members of the home 
are Christian, and the family 
unit then testifies to following 
Christ or not. The Bible states 
that the way we live our lives 
will either make the Gospel 
attractive or repulsive to others 
(see Titus 2).

In Genesis 2:28, the Bible 
reveals that God’s plan is for 
a man to leave his father and 
mother and join his wife. In this 
union, two individual people 
become one and the home is 
built. God created an incom-
parable “connect-the-dots” by 
establishing the home in order 
to glorify Himself. 

Yet, earthly families are 
broken and fallen – divorced, 
dysfunctional, abusive, sepa-
rated by prison – and have been 
since Adam.  Even the first fam-
ily was devastated by sin and 
murder.  On this earth, we can 
be free from the power of sin 
through Christ, but we will not 
be free from the presence of sin 
until heaven.  

The good news, however, 
is the home was not estab-

lished then or now to flounder 
on its own. This would not be 
the work or intent of a loving 
Heavenly Father. From the be-
ginning, God planned for each 
believer to be joined together in 
a larger family – the church – in 
order to provide support, love, 
direction, and encouragement. 
This leads us to the second dot 
to connect.

Dot 2:  The church equips parents to 
be evangelists and disciplers.

The local church is charged 
with the spiritual responsibility 
to minister to and support each 
“type” of family. The nuclear 
family—Dad, Mom, two chil-
dren—has been joined by single 
parent families, extended fami-
lies, childless families, stepfam-
ilies, grandparent families, each 
with different dynamics within 
its structure. 

The needs, goals, and 
concerns may be different in 
each family, but our focus as the 
church must remain on equip-
ping families to be disciple 
making families. 

Ephesians 4:12 teaches that 
God has called out those in the 

church who will “equip the 
saints for the work of ministry.” 
The replication continues as 
parents are equipped in their 
spiritual responsibilities to 
serve and minister within their 
families. 

The father is the spiritual 
leader, and the mother supports 
her husband in disciplining their 
children. Where there is no fa-
ther/mother, then the church has 
the profound opportunity and 
responsibility of stepping in to 
meet these needs – being broth-
ers and sisters in the Lord, and 
helping others come to know a 
loving Heavenly Father. 

Dots 3 & 4 & 5, & so on:  Christian faith 
will be passed on to next generation.

“Shema Yisrael” (“Hear, 
Israel”) is the first two words 
of a section of the Torah. This 
declaration of faith serves as the 
foundation of the morning and 
evening Jewish prayer services 
(see Deuteronomy 6:4-9). 

These verses instruct us to 
disciple our children from the 
moment they awake until the 
moment they are asleep, in order 
that our faith, the faith of our 

Christian homes, is passed down 
from one generation to another. 

Psalm 145, and many other 
passages of Scripture, describes 
how faithfully pointing those 
coming behind us to a trustwor-
thy Heavenly Father produces a 
next godly generation who will 
faithfully honor and praise God.

This ultimate version of 
“connect-the-dots” begins with 
God creating the home, then 
providing the church to dis-
ciple parents and caregivers, in 
order that the Christian faith is 
passed down to and through the 
children, from one generation 
to another. The end result is a 
beautiful picture of how your 
family can become a Christ 
honoring home, passing on the 
faith to the next generation. 
What a picture! What a testi-
mony!

Jerry & Bayne Pounds, 
both PhDs, are professors of 
psychology at Louisiana Col-
lege. Their “Christian Home” 
column is part of a series of 
commentaries provided by 
Louisiana College relating to 
the Southern Baptist Con-
vention’s calendar of Special 
Emphasis Sundays.
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Live to ‘give glory to God,’ Kelley tells NOBTS grads

During New Orleans Seminary’s commencement May 13, President Chuck 
Kelley challenged members of the 2017 graduating class to bring glory to 
God with the way they live.

NEW ORLEANS – 
God’s holiness, sovereignty 
and glory were underscored 
to New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary grad-
uates for their new chapters 
in ministry by President 
Chuck Kelley during com-
mencement May 13.

“You are to so live your 
lives that those who see 
you will give glory to God 
because of the way you are 
living,” Kelley exhorted the 
seminary’s 144 graduates.

Focusing on God’s nature 
with a walk through Scrip-
ture, Kelley began with John 
1 and Isaiah 6 to show God’s 
holiness; Psalm 139 to dem-
onstrate God’s sovereignty; 
and Revelation 5 to remind 
that glory belongs to Christ.

Kelley concluded by 

encouraging graduates to 
let Scripture animate their 
lives and ministries, say-
ing, “Leave with His Word 
in your heart, in your mind, 
and coming out of your 
mouth.”

SPECIAL HONOR

Steve Lemke was rec-
ognized for his 20 years of 
service in his final gradua-
tion as provost, receiving a 
standing ovation. 

He will transition to the 
role of vice president for 
institutional assessment Aug. 
1 and was named provost 
emeritus.

“I pray regularly for 
you,” Lemke told the gradu-
ates. “I pray that God will 
enable you to be strong and 
powerful in your ministry 
and for the Kingdom, that 
God will use you in a power-

ful way.”
Lemke looked back to 

a similar role his father 
played when, as Louisiana 
Tech’s graduation marshal, 
his father led the proces-
sion into the commencement 
ceremonies. Following in 
a similar role as his father, 
Lemke said, made his gradu-
ation duty at NOBTS “very 
special for me.”

Kelley, praising Lemke 
for his service, said that 
under Lemke’s leadership 
NOBTS had experienced 
“unprecedented enrollment,” 
added degree programs and 
expanded the accessibility 
of theological education. 
Lemke is the best qualified 
candidate to now move into 
the position of overseeing 
the seminary’s accreditation, 
Kelley said.

Paul Gregoire, the semi-
nary’s registrar, was recog-

nized for 30 years of service, 
marking his 105th gradua-
tion to superintend.

“Graduation would not 
take place without him,” 
Lemke said of Gregoire.

ADVANCED DEGREES

These seven gradu-
ates from Louisiana were 
among the 144 students to 
receive degrees at  New 
Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary commencement 

ceremonies May 13 were 
Nathan Young, Covington, 
Doctor of Ministry; Chris-
tina Sebastian, Homer, 
Doctor of Philosophy; Phil 
Weaver, Hammond, Doctor 
of Philosophy; Holly Bar-
nette, Kilbourne, Master of 
Divinity; Ronnie Williams, 
II, Natchitoches, Master of 
Divinity; James Douglas, 
West Monroe, Master of 
Theological Studies and 
Eboni Johnson, Marrero, 
Master of Arts in Christian 
Education

The 113 master’s degrees 
included 68 M.Div. degrees, 
29 with specializations, 
31 doctorates, four Ph.D., 
21 D.Min., five D.Ed.Min 
degrees and one doctor of 
musical arts. 

Sixty-eight M.Div. 
degrees, 29 with specializa-
tions, were also among the 
conferred.

ANGOLA & ST. GABRIEL, TOO

NOBTS/Leavell Col-
lege granted 63 bachelor 
degrees, including bachelor 
of arts in Christian ministry 
degrees to nine Louisiana 
State Penitentiary inmates 
at Angola, one at Louisiana 
Correctional Institute for 
Women in St. Gabriel and 
two at Phillips State Prison 
in Buford, Ga.

GRADUATION GIFTS

The Lockman Founda-
tion presented each graduate 
and awardee with a copy of 
the New American Standard 
Bible.
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By Marilyn Stewart

NOBTS Communications

Boyd Guy photo

LOUISIANA CHURCH INSURANCE
“Three generations 
of Galloway’s serving 
Louisiana Churches.”

www.louisianachurchinsurance.com l 800.256.0700

Call us
for  your  church 
insurance needs

From prison to praise, NOBTS grad sees God’s hand

Tara Garcia visits with mentors and professors as close as “family” on 
graduation day at New Orleans Seminary. Garcia earned her degree 
through the NOBTS extension center at Louisiana Correctional Institute 
for Women. Garcia (left) is pictured with (left to right); Sandy Vandercook, 
Leavell College professor of English; Rhonda Kelley, wife of NOBTS Presi-
dent Chuck Kelley; and Debi Sharkey, chaplain and director of the NOBTS 
extension center at the women’s prison.

NEW ORLEANS – Standing 
in front of New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary’s Leavell 
Chapel on graduation day, 
Tara Garcia looked back with 
fondness on her undergraduate 
experience. But unlike the gradu-
ates lined up beside her, Garcia 
earned her degree inside prison 
walls.

Garcia completed every class 
except one prior to her release in 
January from the Louisiana Cor-
rectional Institute for Women in 
St. Gabriel.

“I don’t think you grasp how 
many lives are changed because 
of what you have done,” Garcia 
said she tells her NOBTS profes-
sors. “Prison, for me, outside of 
accepting Christ as my Savior, 
is probably the best thing that’s 
ever happened to me.”

Last year’s graduating class 
of 13 marked the fi rst conferral 
of degrees by NOBTS’ extension 
center at the women’s prison. 
Soon after, the extensive fl ood-
ing in Louisiana in August 2016 
forced the evacuation of resi-

dents to various facilities across 
the state.

The extenuating circum-
stances prompted Garcia to ask 
for a six-month early release, 
which was denied. In chapel the 
following Sunday, Garcia faced a 
moment of truth.

“I asked myself, ‘Who am 
I doing this for?’” Garcia said 
regarding her education. “Is it for 
me? Or is it for the Lord?”

Debi Sharkey, chaplain and 
director of the NOBTS cen-
ter at the prison, said Garcia’s 
testimony that Sunday morning 
indicated how much she had 
grown in the Lord. Days before 
receiving the letter denying early 
release, Garcia had “mishandled” 
a different situation and respond-
ed at fi rst with grumbling and 
complaining, then confessed her 
failure to trust the Lord, Sharkey 
recounted.

The letter denying early re-
lease was “a test the Lord knew 
she was ready to pass,” Sharkey 
said.

“Tara gave a testimony in the 
church service about how she 
wasn’t happy about the letter that 
said she would not be released,” 
Sharkey said. “Then she said, 
‘You know what? God is in con-
trol and I need to trust God.’”

Three days later, Garcia was 
released. She beams when telling 
the story and points to a com-
parison with the biblical Joseph, 
saying, “Man says no, but God 
has the fi nal say.”

Sandra Vandercook, profes-
sor of English at the seminary’s 
Leavell College, knew from Gar-
cia’s fi rst paper she had potential.

“What I came to know about 
Tara is that she is exceptional in 
her desire to do well in all areas 
of her life,” Vandercook said. 
“She asked the hard questions, 
questions that would push her to 
improve in her writing.”

High grades, mentoring 
others and a motivation to excel 
characterized Garcia’s efforts, 
Vandercook said.

“Most importantly, Tara 
never wavered in her understand-
ing that her sovereign God had 
orchestrated her life,” Vander-
cook said.

Lined up for the gradua-
tion processional in the shadow 
of Leavell Chapel’s 170-foot 
steeple, Garcia reminisced about 
a paper she once wrote on the 
problem of evil and suffering. In 
the paper, Garcia included how 
the steeple was the lone light 
shining for miles around in the 
early weeks following Hurricane 
Katrina’s devastation in 2005.

Though her fi rst time to step 
on campus was the day before 
graduation, Garcia said she feels 
connected to the heartache and 
loss the campus suffered.

“People say sometimes God 
has to take everything away from 
you to make you realize what 
you have. [In prison] you lose 
everything.... You either learn to 
become dependent on God and 
fi gure [out] who you really are 
and transform into a different 
person while you’re there or you 
conform to the society you’re in.”

Looking back, Garcia sees 
God’s hand at work. She was 
permitted to enroll in classes 
typically reserved for inmates 
with 10 years or more left to 
serve. Special permission was 
granted also for her to take the 
fi nal course online after the early 
release came through. While 
graduation at the four NOBTS 
prison extension centers is held 
within prison walls, Garcia is 
the only graduate from a prison-
based program to walk across the 
Leavell Chapel stage to receive 
her degree.

Asked about God’s faithful-
ness, Garcia grew thoughtful. 
“Had He not been faithful, I 
would not be able to count prison 
as a blessing.” With a new job 
and a future she hopes someday 
includes a master’s degree, Gar-
cia said she is intent on sharing 
her journey and her Savior with 
those around her.”



June 1, 2017 l  www.baptistmessage.com l  LOUISIANA BAPTIST MESSAGE

SBC News 9
McRaney from page one

BACKGROUND

Previously McRaney publi-
cized claims on his website and 
through communications with 
reporters that NAMB’s presi-
dent, Kevin Ezell, had initially 
become involved in his affairs 
by unfairly inserting himself into 
the business of the Maryland 
convention – a move McRaney 
said resulted in his June 8, 2015, 
termination.

NAMB acknowledged in its 
10-page response it did notify 
BCMD on Dec. 2, 2014 of its 
intent to terminate its church 
planting and evangelism partner-
ship agreement with BCMD 
effective the following year, 
which meant cutting $1 million 
in funding from the state, but 
denied any wrongdoing in its ac-
tions, claiming, “NAMB was en-
titled to issue such notice under 
the SPA [Strategic Partnership 
Agreement] given the facts and 
circumstances as they existed at 
the time.”

“Those facts included Plain-
tiff’s causing BCMD to violate 
the agreement and his efforts 
to hinder and interfere with the 
SPA,” NAMB’s response reads.

McRaney, in an interview, 
said he became increasingly 
marginalized and estranged 
from NAMB leadership when 
he asked questions about a new 
SPA the entity desired state con-
ventions to sign. 

At that time, BCMD contri-
butions through the Cooperative 
Program to national causes typi-
cally resulted in a distribution of 
about $1 million to NAMB.

McRaney said there was 
talk among state leaders about 
responding to NAMB’s threat to 
withhold $1 million in funding 
by simply sending BCMD’s Co-
operative Program funds directly 
to the SBC, distributing normal 
percentages to all SBC entities 
except NAMB, and keeping the 
$1 million NAMB would have 
received to make up for the $1 
million shortfall NAMB was 
threatening to create.

He said this proposal likely 
mobilized NAMB to act quickly 
to pressure BCMD to terminate 
him.

“This new SPA was designed 
by NAMB and contained numer-
ous changes that gave NAMB 
more controls over the financial 
resources and the hiring, super-
vising and firing of staff posi-
tions of the state conventions, 
and eliminated all jointly-funded 
staff positions,” McRaney al-
leges in his lawsuit.

NAMB’s legal response 
comes nearly a year after NAMB 
trustees in June 2016 adopted 
a recommendation indicating 
they had investigated the issues 

involved in McRaney’s termi-
nation from BCMD and were 
“satisfied that this matter has 
been reviewed thoroughly and 
consider this matter concluded.”

In its response, though 
NAMB denies publishing any 
defamatory statement regarding 
McRaney or interfering with his 
“alleged business or contractual 
relationships,” it also argues on 
several counts it is protected 
by “absolute privilege,” and/or 
“qualified privilege” to pub-
lish negative statements about 
McRaney.

MCRANEY RESPONDS 

McRaney told the Louisiana 
Baptist Message he is “sad-
dened” by the NAMB response 
he believes is “full of deceptions 
and false statements.”

“My hope is that God’s Word 
and the word of love would have 
guided this, and I’m disappoint-
ed that truth hasn’t won out,” he 
said. “It’s beneath them -- the 
North American Mission Board 
and their attorneys -- to write 
this kind of reply.”

Responding to NAMB’s 
assertions they had offered to 
meet with him, McRaney said he 
would rather they had done the 
“biblical” thing -- he says he had 
requested for 20 months before 
he felt he had no other option but 
file his lawsuit -- which would 
have been to admit wrongdoing 
and make restitution.

As for NAMB’s claim this is 
an “ecclesiastical” matter not in 
the court’s jurisdiction because 
of a “ministerial exemption,” 
McRaney said Southern Baptist 
agencies and entities, unlike other 
denominations, are autonomous.

“There is no hierarchy in the 
SBC,” McRaney said. “I did not 
work for or report to NAMB. 
I was never an employee of 
NAMB as it related to my work 
in Maryland.”

At the root of his lawsuit, 
McRaney said are two issues 
that beg for answers:

-- “Will Southern Baptists 
and the courts tolerate Dr. 
Ezell’s lies and interference with 
state partners and executive 
directors and then to continue 
to damage ministers by post-
ing pictures and making calls to 
interfere with their employment? 

-- Will NAMB trustees actu-
ally seek truth and administer 
justice or whether they want a 
court to seek truth and adminis-
ter justice for them?

McRaney, in his lawsuit, 
references evidence given to 
him by a “national SBC agency 
board member” which shows an 
8 x 10 mug shot of the former 
state executive taped inside 
the ledge of the front desk 

at NAMB’s headquarters in 
Alpharetta, Ga., apparently for 
security purposes.

“It was sad and a reflection 
on the character and person of 
Kevin Ezell to instruct someone 
to take my picture print it and 
put it up or to just give approval 
to it,” McRaney said. 

NAMB’s response acknowl-
edges McRaney’s photo was 
“situated” in its reception area 
at some time, but denies causing 
“additional damage” to him.

McRaney – who earned 
two degrees from New Orleans 
Seminary: a doctor of phi-
losophy degree in evangelism 
and discipleship in 1992 and 
a master of divinity degree in 
biblical studies in 1989 – dis-
agrees. “Posting my picture was 
continuing harm,” he said. “It 
was vindictive. It was as if I was 
a criminal or dangerous. It was 
a warning against me and I am 
the one who has already been 
victimized by the strong-arming 
of Kevin Ezell and the North 
American Mission Board.”

FLORIDA LEADER AFFIRMS 
MCRANEY’S CLAIM

Without naming the president 
of the Florida Baptist Pastors’ 
Conference, McRaney’s legal 
filing accuses Ezell of continu-
ing to interfere with his employ-

ment possibilities as recently as 
November of 2016. 

McRaney claims Ezell called 
an influential pastor, who in turn 
called the pastors’ conference 
president to interfere with him 
speaking.

Joel Breidenbaugh, pastor 
of First Baptist Sweetwater in 
Longwood, Fla., and the presi-
dent of the 2016 Florida Baptist 
Pastors’ Conference, confirmed 
he received a phone call from an 
influential Florida Baptist pastor 
about McRaney’s participation 
in the pastors’ conference.

“I was contacted by a Florida 
pastor who had received a call 
from Kevin Ezell, who was re-
ally upset that I was having Will 
McRaney as a speaker for the 
pastors’ conference,” Breiden-
baugh said. “The implication 
was I should not have him speak, 
but if he did, I was to ensure he 
would not bring up anything 
about NAMB and his role in 
Maryland-Delaware.”

ABOUT MCRANEY

Originally from Dade City, 
Fla., McRaney was unanimously 
recommended for the Mary-
land post in 2013, after serving 
as team strategist for Florida 
Baptist Convention’s English-
speaking church planting team in 
Jacksonville, Fla. Previously he 

directed the convention’s evan-
gelism strategy department.

He was a professor of 
evangelism and church plant-
ing at New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary, 1996-
2007, and also has served as 
adjunct professor of evangelism 
and church planting at Liberty 
Baptist Seminary in Lynchburg, 
Va., and as adjunct professor at 
Denver Seminary and Colorado 
Christian University.

McRaney was the founding 
pastor of Life Church in Man-
deville, La., 1997-99; lead pastor 
at Daybreak Community Church 
in Littleton, Colo., 1992-1996; 
and pastor of Jackson Avenue 
Baptist Church in Pascagoula, 
Miss., 1987-1991.

LAGNIAPPE

NAMB is asking for dis-
missal of the lawsuit, but also 
asks that if it proceeds the case 
be transferred from the U.S. Dis-
trict Court Northern District of 
Mississippi to the U.S. District 
Court Northern District of Geor-
gia, where NAMB’s corporate 
offices are located.

For more information, 
go to NAMB.net and WillM-
cRaney.com.

Joni B. Hannigan is a vet-
eran Southern Baptist journal-
ist living in Jacksonville, Fla.
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Message

DAVIS CHURCH PEW UPHOL-

STERY, 4313 Hwy. 18 East Quit-
man, Mississippi 39355  Melton 
& Sandra Davis. 30-plus years 
experience, Family-Owned and 
Operated. Variety of fabrics 
available. Work done on-site. 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED. 
Call for estimates: 601.776.6617. 
If remodeling your sanctuary, 
please give us a call about up-
holstering your pews!

Call Advertising Direc-

tor Rhonda Havens at 

318.449.4351 to place your 
ads.

Please submit inquiries, cover letter and resume 
to calvarybcmangham@gmail.com 
or mail to Calvary Baptist Church, 

Pastor Search Committee, 
3717 Hwy. 576 l Mangham LA  71259

FULL TIME OR BI-VOCATIONAL 

PASTOR
Calvary Baptist Church Mangham

Canaan Baptist Church of Leesville, LA is 

SEEKING A PASTOR
For more information, call Derrel Kay 

at 337.208.1962 or Clarence Harmonson 
at 337.208.4900.  

Resume’s may be sent to: 
Pulpit Committee, 

Canaan Baptist Church
 19190 Highway 8 

Leesville, LA 71446

Send résumé to First Baptist Church, Arcadia, 
 Attention: Search Committee

 2249 Hazel St. l Arcadia, LA  71001 
or email:  fbcofarcadia@bellsouth.net

First Baptist Church Arcadia is seeking a permanent

MINISTER OF MUSIC

BI-VOCATIONAL  PASTOR

Please send résumés to:

 First Baptist Church 

P.O. Box 295 

Delcambre, LA  70528 

First Baptist Church of Delcambre, LA 

is seeking a bi-vocational pastor. 

SEEKING A 

701 Jackson St. l Alexandria, LA 71301 l 318.442.3363
2701 Military Hwy l Pineville, LA 71360 l 318.640.1678
11886 Hwy. 84 West l Jena, LA 71342 l 318.992.4158

445 W Bontemps St. l Marksville, LA 71351 l 318.253.5979
www.hixsonbrothers.com

AVAILABLE

For more information, 
call or text 337.250.3954. 

Larry Baldridge available
 for interim, revivals and 

pastorate.

Family Health Insurance
at Group Rates

GROUP, INDIVIDUAL, MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS, DENTAL

Call or email for a free quote!!

Melvin Thomas
318.795.4924

melvin.thomas@bcbsla.com
4 1 1  A s h l ey  R i d g e  B l vd . ,  S h r eve p o r t ,  L A  7 1 1 0 6

FEED / SEED / FERTILIZER
FARM /LAWN & GARDEN

SUPPLIES

PETRUS
FEED & SEED STORES

Hwy 1 North, Alexandria



HOMECOMING

n Emmanuel Baptist Church, Monroe: 

75th Anniversary, June 4, 10 a.m. Meet 

& Greet, 10:30 a.m. worship service. Dinner 

on the grounds will follow the service. Spe-

cial Music: Preston Allen, choir director. 

Pastor: Terry Mims.

n Mt. Gilead Baptist Church, Vivian: 157th 

Anniversary/Homecoming, June 4, 10 a.m.  

Covered dish luncheon provided by the 

church to follow the service. Speaker:  Ed 
Baswell. Special Music: Simple Faith, 
from Largo, Florida. Pastor:  Bill Tread-

way

n Lanier Baptist Church, Baton Rouge: 

60th Anniversary, June 4, 10:20 a.m.  

Greg O’Neil and Tim Hill (former music 

ministers) will be leading the worship ser-

vice.  Lanier will begin with worship in its 

newly renovated sanctuary. Former pastors 

and ministers will be in attendance. After-

ward, they will have dinner on the grounds, 

the dinner provided by the church. Pastor: 

Michael Ferguson. 

n Briarwood Baptist Church, Saline: 

Homecoming, June 11. Speaker: Scotty 
McDowell. Pastor: Trey Ethridge.

REVIVAL

n Lake St. John Community Baptist 

Church, Ferriday: Revival, May 31-June 3, 

6:30 p.m. Evangelist: Scotty McDowell. 
Pastor: Mark Richardson.

n Fellowship Baptist Church, Mansfield:  

Revival, June 2-4, Friday and Saturday, 

6:30 p.m.; Sunday, 9 a.m.; Evangelist:  Da-
vid Permenter.  Music: Pam Whitlock 
and Vicki Davis.  Pastor: Weyland Gauntt.

n New Bethel Baptist Church, Arcadia: Re-
vival, June 2-4, Friday and Saturday, 6:30 

p.m. Sunday, 11 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. Evange-

list: Joe Aulds. Music: Price Harris. Pastor: 

Steve Beard.

n First Baptist Church, Many: Revival, 
June 2-4. Speaker: Johnathan Bost, Sunday, 

6 p.m.; Wilton Anthony, Monday, 6:30 p.m.; 

Wayne Chance, Tuesday, 6:30 p.m.; Kevin 

Inman, Wednesday, 6:30 p.m. Special Mu-

sic: Four Days Late (Monday-Wednesday). 

Pastor: Jonathan Bost.

n Martin Baptist Church, Coushatta: Soul-
winning commitment Sunday, June 4, 

Evangelist: Sam Moore. Pastor: Richard 

Kauffman. 

n Benson Baptist Church, Benson: Reviv-
al, June 4-7. Evangelist: Lyndon Longo-
ria. Special Music: Kerry Longoria. Pastor: 

Delmon Rogers.

n  Liberty Baptist Church, Linville: Reviv-
al, June 4-8. Evangelist: Rubin Weaver. 
Music: Stevie and Sue Pace. Pastor: Paul 

King.

n Antioch Baptist Church, Florien: Re-
vival, June 4-7, Sunday, 11 a.m. & 6 p.m. 

Monday-Wednesday, 7 p.m. Evangelist: 

The Mackey Willis Family. Pastor: John 

Sparks.

LAGNIAPPE

n If your church has an organ that it no 
longer needs and would donate it to a 
church that flooded, please contact Tom-

my Hayes at 225.362.2464 of Gray’s Creek 

Baptist Church, Denham Springs. 

n Trinity Baptist Church, Hammond: Wade 
Hammond Concert, June 4, 5 p.m. Join us 

for some great music and a great time as we 

worship. Pastor: Derek Wall.

n South Winnfield Baptist Church, Win-

nfield: Scotty McDowell speaking, June 

4, at the a.m. & p.m. service. Pastor: Jack 

Miller.

n First Baptist Church, Pineville: First@
First Business Leader Luncheon, June 5, 

noon. Speaker: Chuck Kelley, President 
of the New Orleans Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary. Cost: $10 and you may 
pay at the door. Please RSVP to Melinda 

Langford (mlangford@fbcpineville.net. 

Pastor: Stewart Holloway.

n Beulah Baptist Church, Oak Grove: Ben 
Waites in concert, June 11, 10 a.m. Pas-

tor: Kenny Herring.

n University Baptist Church, Baton Rouge: 

The Foto Sisters in concert, June 11, 

10:30 a.m. Pastor:  Mike Massar.

n First Baptist Church, Olla: Sanctuary 
Quartet in concert, June 11 6 p.m. Pastor: 

Johnnie Phillips.

n Weston Baptist Church, Jonesboro: Scot-
ty McDowell speaking, June 11, 6 p.m. 

Pastor: Stan Foster.

n  Fish Bayou Baptist Church, Crowville: 

Ben Waites in concert, June 18, 10 a.m. 

Pastor: Jim Goodman.

n  Antioch Baptist Church, Farmerville: 

Jordan Family Band in concert, June 18, 

11:30 a.m. Pastor: Rubin Weaver.
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Answer to May 18 Scripture Crypto:
James four:twelve

The Scripture Crypto is a Bible verse in which one letter has been substituted for another, thus encoding the verse. To find out what the verse 
is, you must determine what each letter is a substitute for. An “a,” for example, may stand for a “t” in this week’s issue of the ScriptureCrypto. 
Next week, “a” could stand for a “d.” Each week, each letter is different. Solve by trial and error. The answer will be given next week. Note: All 
numerals, such as those in the scripture reference after the verse, are spelled out.

Scripture Crypto

Clues: 
A = U;   I = B

ihbqlh my pmot, ihbqlh my hsxw bmlehlt, 

ihbqlh my cgh zmfzxtxmf.  

ugxwxuuxqft cglhh:cbm

– Outstanding Curriculum –
No on campus time required

– Programas Disponibles –
en Español 

– Open Enrollment –
Start Anytime

– Accelerated Competency –
Based Degrees

– Tuition Only $110 –
per Credit Hour

– 40 years experience –
in Distance Education

COMPLETE YOUR DEGREE ON-LINE

LOUISIANA BAPTIST UNIVERSITY

6301 Westport Ave.   |   Shreveport, LA  71129 

318.686.2360   |   www.lbu.edu

Louisiana College President Rick Brewer (right) is congratulated by 
Charleston Southern University President Jairy Hunter as he receives his 
alma mater’s Distinguished Alumnus of the Year Award May 5. For the full 
story go online to http://baptistmessage.com/brewer-honored-alma-ma-
ter-charleston-southern-university/
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WHATEVER
THE
TERRAIN,

BE READY.
When we follow the call of God, it may be to the 
church down the road or to the wild of a far away 
country. Whatever the terrain, Southwestern Seminary 
is committed to preparing you for the way forward. At 
Southwestern, we will fuel your heart and strengthen 
your mind for a ministry that is sure to include some 
bumps and peaks along the way. Let us fill your pack 
with the gear you need for the long haul. BE READY. 

SWBTS.EDU


